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Friends of Lorenzo welcome back 
Symphoria for summer concert

By Jason Emerson

This July, for the first time in three years, Symphoria — 
formerly called the Syracuse Symphony— will return to 
the front lawn of Lorenzo to offer a free summer concert 
that will feature a combination of well-known classical, 
patriotic and film music.

The concert is still in the planning stages, and the 
configuration of the orchestra that will play will depend 
on the amount of funds that Symphoria can raise 
between now and the July 11 concert date.

“We are very excited to be coming back to Cazenovia,” 
said Catherine Underhill, Symphoria managing director. 
“We are aiming to have the 
full symphony orchestra 
there; that’s the goal. If not, 
we will modify program to 
fit — it could be a chamber 
orchestra, or it could be 
an ensemble. But we’ll be 
coming no matter what.”

The summer Symphoria 
concert will bring back a 
former musical tradition 
at Lorenzo that occurred 
for 21 years. The Syracuse 
Symphony previously 
played free concerts every 
summer at Lorenzo from 
1989 to 2010. The annual 
event, which necessitated 
significant fundraising to 
bring to fruition, would 

include a patron dinner under a tent on the lawn prior 
to the concert; during the show, attendees were welcome 
to bring blankets and chairs, picnics and wine and enjoy 
the show.

The symphony went defunct in 2010, and there has 
been no summer concert at Lorenzo since 2011, when 
a brass quintet — former members of the symphony — 
played. There were no concerts in 2012 or 2013.

This year’s concert will take place Friday, July 11, with 
a patron tent again offered before the concert, which is 
tentatively scheduled to begin at 8 p.m. An alternative 
venue will be designated in case of rain.

“The symphony concert was always a signature event for 
Lorenzo, so we’re very excited they will be coming back 
this year,” said Lorenzo site director Barbara Bartlett. 
“There’s nothing more majestic than experiencing the 
concert on the front lawn with the sunset on the lake 

continued on page 11

Photo courtesy Christian Phillips Photography
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Letter from the president
A Gracious Tradition

By Suzanne Munger

It was July of 1996, and the occasion of 
my first trip to Cazenovia to visit long-time 
friends. Guided by a hand-drawn map, 
I rounded the corner by Gypsy Bay and 
suddenly my peripheral vision was filled 
with the sparkling ripples of Cazenovia 
Lake on my left and expansive grounds 
providing a suitably elegant setting for 
the magnificent Lorenzo mansion on my 
right. It was so striking that I pulled over to 
the side of the road in order to thoroughly 
absorb my introduction to Cazenovia.

Being a horsewoman, the trip had been 
planned for the weekend of the Lorenzo 
Driving Competition, and the lawns were 
filled with tents, horse trailers, carriages 
and teams of horses being exercised. 
The skies were summer blue and clear, 
promising perfect weather to enjoy all that 
was before me. I was hooked!

Lorenzo and the activities offered 
throughout the year proved to be a focal 
point for years of visits. The Driving 
Competition was a revelation — lovely 
location, easy access, charming and 
appropriate offerings of food and 
equestrian merchandise, enthusiastic 
attendees and those elegant horses and 
carriages! As I watched a class from the 
perspective of Lorenzo’s front steps, with 
sailboats dotting the sparkling lake in the 
distance, it occurred to me that this was by 
far the prettiest event I had ever attended. 
Nothing has happened to alter the view.

Becoming involved at Lorenzo was the 
first item on my agenda when I relocated 
to Cazenovia, as my children had already 
done. The Friends of Lorenzo board 
provided that opportunity; and I joined 
a group of dedicated and knowledgeable 
residents to support this gem of an 
historic site. As is true of any historic site 
or attraction, the layers and nuances are 

revealed with repeat visits and in hearing 
traditions and histories from a variety 
of docents. As one smilingly said to me, 
“There is too much to tell for any guide in 
a single visit.”

From what I have learned about the 
Lincklaens and Ledyards, it would seem 
that their tradition of gracious hospitality 
is being continued in the 21st century. 
The impressive and ambitious calendar 
of activities offered each year at Lorenzo 
provides any visitor or resident with a 
marvelous occasion to wander the grounds 
(bring a picnic!), tour the house (again!) 
and enjoy the authentically restored and 
meticulously maintained gardens. 

All of this does not happen in a 
vacuum. The dedicated and talented staff 
contributes its many and varied talents to 
preserve and maintain Lorenzo. But these 
are challenging times, and organizations 
such as the Friends of Lorenzo are called 
upon to take an increasingly active part. 
We take great satisfaction in collaborating 
with the staff to “make it happen.” The 
support of our charming community 
is vital, and we will always count on the 
Friends to get the word out. 

Please continue to visit, attend our 
events, bring your friends and encourage 
them to become a member of the Friends. 
As I embark upon my term as president 
of the Friends of Lorenzo board, I harken 
back to that first impression and feel very 
privileged. I’ll see you at Lorenzo!
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Celebrating Preservation Month at Lorenzo 
By Sarah Tietje,  

guest contributor

Once again, May brings about 
National Preservation Month. The 
Lorenzo State Historic Site and The 
Friends of Lorenzo are very excited 
to invite the public to celebrate and 
engage with programs and events 
that focus on the many aspects of 
preservation and how they relate to 
Cazenovia. 

“A Sense of Place: a Primer to 
Unlocking the History of Your 
Home,” is the kick-off event for 
National Preservation Month. 
Sponsored by The Friends of Lorenzo 
and hosted by the Cazenovia Public 
Library, the program is geared 
towards showing the public how to 
go about researching their homes 
and how to utilize the resources 
available to them. 

The main presenter will be Cynthia 
Howk, architectural research 
coordinator at the Landmarks Society 
of Western New York, one of the 
oldest and most active preservation 
organizations in America. After 
the main presentation by Howk, 
Madison County Historian Matt 

Urtz, Cazenovia Public Library 
Archives Coordinator Elisha Davies 
and former Interpretive Programs 
Assistant at Lorenzo Sharon 
Cooney, will lead a discussion on 
how the public can use our own 
local resources. 

This event, which is free and open 
to the public, begins promptly at 
7 p.m. on Thursday, May 8, at the 
Cazenovia Public Library, located at 
100 Albany St. 

“Ever Peaceful, Ever Beautiful: 
Discovering Historic Evergreen 
Cemetery,” will be the capstone 
event for the month, hosted by 
Evergreen Cemetery. Scott Shannon, 
the associate provost for instruction 
and dean of the graduate school at 
SUNY ESF, will lead a walking tour 
through the cemetery, focusing on 
the historic design of Evergreen. 

After the walking tour, light 
refreshments will be served in a 
nearby tent and Sharon Cooney, 
former interpretive programs 
assistant at Lorenzo, will give 
an informal presentation and 
discussion of noted figures buried 
within the cemetery. Following 
this, Lorenzo volunteer and historic 

preservation consultant Sarah Tietje 
will discuss the historic symbolism 
found on many of the monuments 
in the cemetery. 

The event, which is free and open 
to the public, will begin at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, May 31, at Evergreen 
Cemetery on Fenner Road in 
Cazenovia.

Please remember, this event will 
take place rain-or-shine, so please 
be sure to wear suitable clothing and 
shoes.

In celebration of Preservation 
Month and in conjunction with the 
May 8 and May 31 Lorenzo programs, 
the village of Cazenovia Historic 
Preservation Committee (HPC), the 
Cazenovia Preservation Foundation 
(CPF) and the Cazenovia Public 
Library, are also sponsoring the 
following programs:

✓The CPL will be showcasing 
“Our Land and Sky(scapes),” 
a photographic collection of 
local landscapes taken by local 
photographer John P. Kennedy. 
The exhibit will be on display in the 
library gallery from May 5 through 
June 28, and can be viewed during 

125 Years Ago
March 24, 1887 – The Rock Band Concert Company 
will appear in the Casa-Nova Theatre, Saturday eve-
ning, March 26th. The program will be different than 
anything ever before presented in this place. The Rock 
Harmonicon is composed of sixty pieces of rock and has 
a complete chromatic scale of five octaves. Messrs. Till 
were eleven years in perfecting this wonderful instru-
ment, which is used only by the Rock Band Concert 
Company.

AT LEFT: Sharon Cooney, author of the popular Cazen-
ovia Republican column,“Years ago in history,” present-
ed a slide show of photographs and highlights featured 
in her column at the Friends annual meeting in March. 
The slide pictured is of The Rock Band Concert Compa-
ny. Photo courtesy Gene Gissin Photography.

continued on page 10
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Curatorial corner
Plumbing Arrives at Lorenzo

By Jackie Vivirito, curatorial associate

In 1815, the rear section of the house was added to serve 
as an open storage area for wood. It is believed that two 
indoor privies, currently closet space, were part of that 
early construction. A sketch with notes, presumably in 
the handwriting of Ledyard Lincklaen, Lorenzo’s owner 
from 1847-1864, suggests that he may have planned to 
add a bathroom to the second floor; this did not occur, 
however, until 1881. A possible explanation for so late a 
plumbing addition may be the fact that following Helen 
K. Lincklaen’s 1871 marriage to Charles S. Fairchild, 
Lorenzo was primarily used as a summer home. 

When the term “bathroom” first appeared around 
1850, it referred to a room in which both a bathtub and 
toilet were present, though daily washing at this time still 
took place in the bedroom. Lorenzo’s 1881 bathroom 
was operated by a rainwater system. Water was collected 
from roof gutters, stored in a cistern, and delivered by 
gravity to the mansion’s fixtures. The cistern and new 
bathroom were constructed above the kitchen, where 
a sink with running water was installed. There are still 
remnants of a drainage system and large collection tank 
on the west side of the mansion.

An 1891 note in Mrs. Fairchild’s Housebook states, “500 
feet trenching for ¾ pipe — water from spring on hill 
laid complete … to house.” This indicates the addition 
of a second viable water source for the mansion. The 
spring she describes was located on the hill just west of 

Lorenzo; today known as Fairchild Hill. 
In 1905, Cazenovia village water reached Lorenzo. 

Mrs. Fairchild noted in her Housebook that between 
1905 and 1906 a new bathroom was installed between 
the east bedrooms. A second bathroom between the 
west bedrooms soon followed. By the middle of the 
20th century, one-and-a-half bathrooms had been 
added to the second floor’s rear wing, presumably for 
use by the servants. A service passageway between the 
two dining rooms was converted to a half bath around 
1950, creating the only first-floor facility.  

Lorenzo’s c. 1881 cistern is wood with zinc lining. The pipes from the fire 
suppression system, installed 2005-2006, are also visible in this photo-
graph.

Plate 5-G from the “1888 Catalogue ‘G’ Illustrating the Plumbing and 
Sanitary Department of the J. L. Mott Iron Works,” shows what Lorenzo’s 
first bathroom’s original fixtures may have looked like. 

Bathroom installed between the east bedrooms, 1905-1906. This room 
was opened for public viewing during guided tours in 2009.
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The docent corps

Cross-back, painted fancy arm chair made by 
Nehemiah White of Cazenovia and purchased 
by John Lincklaen in the fall of 1808. 

The Lorenzo docent corps has 
provided thousands of hours of 
volunteer service to Lorenzo since 
the mid-1970s. Whether staffing 
the mansion during special events, 
guiding students and specialty 
groups for site tours, performing 
research, assisting with collections 
inventory or helping to perform 
specialized housekeeping duties, 
docents have assisted staff to enhance 
the interpretation and preservation 
at the site for public benefit. 

New volunteers are always welcome 
to join the volunteer docent corps, 
and many of this year’s programs 
offer an up-close opportunity for 
both new and present members 
alike to explore the many historic 
features and collections unique to 

Lorenzo.  
From Lincklaen/Ledyard family 

silver, to the fine art and furniture 
collections, to the gardens, to the 
decorative finishes of the mansion 
interior, to the reproduction textiles 
and floor coverings, to the domestic 
technology of plumbing, heating 
and lighting — the significance 
of these resources to the site and 
the important role they place 
in interpreting Lorenzo will be 
covered. 

For more information about 
the corps, signing up for duty or 
attending one of their many cultural 
resource meetings, please contact 
volunteer chair Susan Anthony at 
655-8766 or staff coordinator Jackie 
Vivirito at 655-3200. 

From the Archives

Did you know?
Public drinking fountains in Cazenovia date back 

at least to the mid-19th century. A new “handsome 
iron drinking fountaion,” was erected at the corner of 
Lincklaen and Albany streets in September 1894, and 
was touted as being “so arranged that it will be convenient 
for dogs and other animals of the human family.”

In the above picture with a view from Albany Street 
looking up Lincklaen Street, circa 1900, the fountain 
can be seen in the lower left corner with a man standing 
next to it.

There was also a public drinking fountain at the 
crossroads of Albany, Nelson and Fenner streets, 
pictured above circa 1875. This fountain, as can be seen 
in the photo, had two porcelain drinking cups hanging 
above the water spigots. 

The cups were added to the fountain in September, 
1902, but had to be removed in 1911 due to a state law 
prohibiting the use of public drinking cups. “The water 
will have to be either shut off or bubbling cups installed,” 
according to the Cazenovia Republican.
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By Carolyn S. Holmes

Mrs. Anna Hubbard Oakman and her husband 
Walter both had adventurous spirits. They also had the 
financial means to travel to exciting places — and they 
particularly loved to visit Africa. 

Mrs. Oakman’s letters serve as a bridge through history 
from the mid-point of the 
20th century to today. It 
is significant that when 
traveling she wrote almost 
daily to her twin sister, 
Helen. From reading many 
of Mrs. Oakman’s letters, I 
have come to believe that 
she wanted to allow Helen 
to vicariously experience 
her travel adventures. 
As readers in the present 
day we, too, are allowed 
to experience the Mbutu 
hunt in what was then the 
Belgian Congo, now the 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. 

Below is Mrs. Oakman’s 
account of the Mbutu 
hunt from the latter 
part of the letter written 
on Sunday, September 
10th, 1950, from Hotel 
Ruwenzori, Uganda. 
The capitalization, 
punctuation and spelling 
are taken directly from 
her letter:

We started out in the 
tipoy chairs – 4 bearers to 
each chair – They are very comfortable made of bamboo 
with a sacking seat – The boys walk between the shafts 
which hold the seat, two in front of it and two behind – 
Two shoulder poles, one for the front pair and one for the 
hind, are attached to the shafts by ropes – The boys hold 
on to the shafts and jog or walk (depending on the going) 
keeping time by chanting – One carries a tune, the others 
chime in … They carried us over a rustic bamboo bridge, 

through a native village, over a wall, over logs, they 
jumped a ditch and plunged into jungle thickets which if 
too thick to penetrate they cut them with their knives – 
Each of us had been assigned an especial pygmy and he 
trotted in front carrying his net (too heavy for me to lift) 
on his head – It looped down behind him hanging almost 
to his heels. These particular pygmies are the netters and 

trappers, they do not use 
the bow and arrow very 
extensively.

Finally we arrived in a 
clearing – Our tipoys were 
set down, other hunters 
joined us, (pygmies all) they 
built a little fire, smoked, 
chatted and laughed while 
we awaited the coming of 
the women, who act as the 
hounds of the hunt – From 
time to time one would clap 
his cupped hand against 
his upper arm which gave 
a loud report that could be 
heard far afield – This was 
answered in the distance 
like a faint echo and 
probably helped to guide 
the women to us.

When they arrived the 
hunt started. We left our 
tipoys now and followed 
our pygmy – They (the 
hunters) started briskly 
thru the jungle in single 
file, each with his net on his 
head – They bent branches 
from time to time to mark 
the trail and when making 
a sharp turn broke off a 

bunch of leaves which they laid by the turn – they, with 
their heavy loads, trotted easily along while I followed 
stumbling over briars and bracken, knocking my cork 
hat over my eyes by low hanging branches, slipping and 
sliding in the muddy footing and puffing like a grampus.

At length we arrived at the destination of the 1st stand, 
one pygmy chopped at and quickly unfurled his net 

continued on page 15

The Oakmans and their 1950 Mbutu Hunt

Photo courtesy Cazenovia Public Library archives
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Oakman appear aboard ship on  

an earlier adventurous trip to Africa.
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Capital initiatives continue at Lorenzo
By Barbara Bartlett, site director

Lucy Rockefeller Waletzky, chair of the New York State 
Council of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, 
reported this past January in the 2013 annual report, 
“In two years, New York works has provided a total 
of $179 million for infrastructure repairs, the largest 
capital infusion in the history of the parks system.” 
The economic impact of this investment, according to 
Dr. Waletzky, has not only helped to trigger a “parks 
renaissance,” but has resulted in the funding of 192 
construction projects and the creation of 2,500 jobs 
across New York.  

With the support of the central region administration 
and the central region Capital Facility Unit of the state 
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
(OPRHP), Lorenzo has benefitted greatly from support 
for a number of preservation initiatives with this capital 
infusion. Funded projects over the past two years (the 
OPRHP fiscal year runs from April 1 to March 31) have 
included: a new furnace for Church Cottage; re-pointing 
and repair of mansion chimney caps; a new wood shingle 
roof for South Cottage; new energy efficient windows 
for the maintenance building; schoolhouse repairs and 
repainting; water service upgrades; extensive entrance 
road repairs; new carpeting for the rear (exhibition 
and display) wing of the mansion; site-wide prep and 
repainting of Church and South cottages, the visitor 
center, icehouse and smokehouse; and a refurbished 
South Cottage ladies’ room. 

Over a multi-year period, planning and engineering 
specifications for a new mansion heating system have 

also been supported, with an anticipated installation 
later this spring. Planning and design development for 
the introduction of a new historically-compatible main 
roof for the mansion is also in process, with the goal 
of incorporating a reconstructed balustrade into the 
project. And, as reported in the November issue of “The 
Lorenzo Newsletter,” masonry restoration of the eastern 
portion of the stone “ha ha” wall along Route 20 will be 
commenced this spring. 

Proposed goals for fiscal year 2014-15 at the site 
include the reconstruction of the mansion front porch 
and extensive sun porch (west elevation) repairs; 
various other preservation carpentry projects across 
the site; upgrades to the men’s room at South Cottage; 
site security updates; extensive maintenance complex 
upgrades; a new furnace for the collections barn; 
consideration of an addition to South Cottage; and a 
new handicapped accessible ramp for the rear exit of 
the mansion. 

 The Friends have also allocated funds to perform 
needed plaster restoration in four spaces at the mansion: 
the kitchen, servants’ bedchamber and two second-
storey bathrooms. Although it had been hoped for the 
work to have occurred by this spring, various scheduling 
challenges have pushed this restoration work off until 
later in the fiscal year. 

Further capital project updates will occur in future 
newsletter issues.

An 1891 view of the front porch taken by Charles Marshall. The design of 
the porch seen here is basically the same design as today. It is known from 
photographic evidence that this design was executed sometime between 
the mid-1880s and 1891.

A circa 1885 view showing a portion of the stone “ha ha” wall in front of 
the mansion. Masonry restoration of the eastern portion of the wall will 
begin this spring.
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Lorenzo Driving Competition returns July 19-20, offers new Fun Drive
By carol buckhout

July 19 and 20 will mark the 38th 
consecutive time that the Lorenzo 
Driving Competition will take place 
— and there could not be a more 
fitting venue than the Lorenzo State 
Historic Site. 

Spectators are encouraged to bring 
along a chair or a blanket and watch 
the elegant turnouts of horses and 
ponies from the shade of the stately 
Lorenzo trees. Competitors return 
to the event year after year because 
they appreciate the beautiful setting 
and the friendliness of the crowd.

In addition to watching classes that 
judge competitors on their driving 
skills, their attention to detail in 
their turnouts and their ability to 
negotiate obstacles, spectators can 
enjoy watching the popular carriage 
dog class and the antique carriage 
class. 

The Sunday Pleasure Drive class, 
a favorite among competitors, 
includes a five-mile cross-country 
course that has to be completed in a 
specified amount of time. Spectators 
are encouraged to pack a Sunday 
brunch and observe the competitors 
from somewhere on the course. 

New this year: The show organizers 
have added a local Fun Drive class 
that will take place on the same 
course as the Pleasure Drive class on 
Sunday morning after the Pleasure 
Drive has been completed. The Fun 
Drive will be open to drivers that 
would like the experience of driving 
their horses and carriages on the 
beautiful trails that are included in 
the Pleasure Drive, but that do not 
wish to complete the course in the 
specified time. 

There are numerous events 
associated with the driving 
competition that are open to the 

public, starting with the Friday 
evening, July 18, Hats Off Welcome 
Gala and Picnic on the Lawn. 
Attendees are encouraged to dress 
up in picnic finery and bring along 
or purchase a picnic dinner to dine 
on the Lorenzo lawn. 

Saturday night’s Brew and Barbeque 
includes local beer and cider 
sampling from the Empire Brewery 
and Critz Harvest Moon Cidery, 
followed by delicious barbeque fare 
provided by Dinosaur Bar-B-Que. 

Other features of the two-day show 
will include shopping among the 
Market Lane vendors and viewing 
the historic carriages that are part of 
the Lorenzo collection. 

For updates on the competition, 
including information on all 
evening events, visit the website, 
www.lorenzodriving.com or “like” 
the Lorenzo Driving Competition 
on Facebook. 

Photo courtesy Gene Gissin Photography.



9

Rippleton Schoolhouse summer camp returns
Come ready to enjoy a fun-filled, 

hands-on step back in history! For 
the 10th season running, The Friends 
of Lorenzo once again invite boys 
and girls (ages 8-12) to explore late 
19th Century rural education and 
daily life at Rippleton Schoolhouse 
and Lorenzo. 

Coordinated by Kathleen 
Emerson, campers may sign up 
for either or both camp sessions, 
and both weeks will include games 
and pastimes characteristic of the 
period. A moving up ceremony and 
an old-fashioned strawberry social 
will mark the end of each week. 

Session I, July 7 to 11, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., will include scientific 
exploration and the study of local 
flora, fauna and ecosystems. 

Session II, July 28 to August 1, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., will focus on the 
discovery of different art mediums 
and techniques of the 19th century, 
including watercolor, ink, printing 
and clay as applied to the study of 
architecture, landscape and design. 

The two camps will thematically be 
same as last year – but Mrs. Emerson 
will place new twists for each subject 
of the camps so repeat campers will 
experience another unique week!

Pre-registration is required. For fees 
and more information, visit www.
lorenzoNY.org or call Diane Voss 
at (315) 655-3200, ext. 100.

 • Schoolhouse Summer Day Camp 
Session I:  NATURE LOVERS

join us for a week of scientific 
exploration as we study local flora, 
fauna and ecosystems around the 
Rippleton Schoolhouse. Students 
will experience a traditional 19th 
Century school day with hands-on 
experiences focused on scientific 
exploration. We will start our 
own gardens, capture bugs and 
butterflies and investigate the shores 
of Cazenovia Lake. 

Camp coordinator Kathleen 
Emerson, various guest presenters, 
crafters and the staff at Lorenzo 
will present workshops during this 

event-filled week. Activities will 
culminate on Friday with an old-
fashioned strawberry social.

  
• Schoolhouse Summer Day Camp 
Session II: ARTISTIC CREATIONS

Boys and girls, ages 8-12, are 
invited to join us for a week of artistic 
discovery as applied to the study of 
architecture, landscape, printing, 
design and toy making. Various 
19th century artistic techniques and 
mediums, including watercolor, ink, 
pencil and clay, will be explored. We 
will spend our days sketching in the 
beautiful Lorenzo gardens, flying 
our original kite designs and getting 
messy with our artistic pursuits. 

Camp coordinator Kathleen 
Emerson, various guest presenters, 
crafters and the staff at Lorenzo 
will present workshops during this 
event-filled week. Activities will 
culminate on Friday with an old-
fashioned strawberry social.

All required activity materials are 
covered by program fee. 
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regular library hours. 
✓HPC Chair Ted Bartlett will 

lead a retrospective architectural 
tour of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Cazenovia on Sunday, May 18, 
focusing on the church’s early design 
and its move from Emory Ave to 
Albany Street. This talk will occur 
directly following Sunday’s service, 
just after 11 a.m. The discussion will 
be held in the church meeting house, 
inside the sanctuary, at 27 Albany St., 
Cazenovia. 

✓Historic preservation 
architect Andrea Rebeck will 

present “Rehabbing Your Older 
Home” on Thursday, May 22. Rebeck, 
who has rehabbed her own older 
home, will share her experiences 
and how to plan for and prioritize 
rehabbing work on a historic 
building; a children’s program will 
be offered concurrently. 

Both programs will take place 
from 7 to 9 p.m. in St. Peter’s Church 
Parish Hall, located at 10 Mill St., 
Cazenovia.

Since 2003, The Friends of Lorenzo 
and the New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic 

Preservation have been pleased 
to annually support Preservation 
Month in an effort to educate and 
engage the public in the cultural 
heritage of historic Cazenovia and 
promote community revitalization. 

For more information on the 
Lorenzo programs, please contact 
Lorenzo office manager Diane Voss 
at 315-655-3200.  

For more details about the HPC, 
CPL and CPF programs, respectively, 
contact Ted Bartlett at 315-471-2162, 
Betsy Kennedy at 315-655-9322 or 
Judy Gianforte at 315-877-1742.

Preservation month      From page 3

Red House returns to Lorenzo this summer with Shakespeare in the 
Park production of the classic comedy ‘As You Like It’

Red House Arts Center will 
return to Lorenzo this summer 
with a Shakespeare in the Park 
production of “As You Like It,” 
one of Shakespeare’s most beloved 
comedies about flirtation, friendship 
and mistaken identity. 

“As You Like It” is a 60-minute 
lighthearted look at the fickle and 
passionate nature of love. Will wit 
and merriment overcome jealousy 
and deception? How will true love 
ever find its way, lost in the delightful 
madness of the forest? Rosalind, 
her cousin Celia, and her clown 
Touchstone encounter a number 
of colorful, backwoods characters 
in a tale of mistaken identities and 
romance... or something like it. 

The production will be at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 19, at Lorenzo and 
will be free and open to all. Bring 
your lawn chairs, blankets, picnic 
baskets and bottles of wine and 
enjoy a night of live theater on the 
mansion lawn!

Red House Arts Center actors performed Shakespeare’s classic tragedy of “MacBeth” on the 
Lorenzo lawn last summer for the second consecutive year.
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and the stars rising over 
the mansion.”

The Friends of Lorenzo 
always have made an 
annual allocation to the 
concert on the lawn event, 
and this year already 
have allocated $1,000 as 
its contribution to the 
Symphoria concert.

Symphoria is currently 
undertaking fundraising 
for the concert, and 
has sent out letters to 
individuals, businesses 
and organizations in the 
Cazenovia community.

“We have engaged some 
community members 
who have committed to 
the idea to help make this 
happen,” Underhill said. 

“We are trying to raise a 
significant sum, so any 
and all contributions are 
appreciated.”

Anyone who would like 
to donate to help bring 
the Symphoria concert to 
the front lawn of Lorenzo 
this July can send a check, 
with “Cazenovia” on the 
memo line, to Symphoria, 
P.O. Box 1161, Syracuse, 
NY, 13201. Donations 
also can be made online at 
experiencesymphoria.org.

For more information 
about Symphoria’s 
fundraising efforts, or to 
donate, call Managing 
Director Catherine 
Underhill at 315-299-5598 
ext. 205.

Symphoria      From page 1

Wheresit?
By Jackie Vivirito,  

curatorial associate

Lorenzo’s boathouse was constructed in 1851 on the 
south shore of Cazenovia Lake — directly across from 

what is today Route 20 in front of the mansion. 
The boathouse was rebuilt in 1858 following severe 

ice damage from the previous winter. 
At some point between 1905 and 1910, the boathouse 

was removed and never replaced.

Lorenzo Boathouse in Winter, oil on fabric, Dwight Williams 
(1856-1932), Cazenovia, circa 1874.

Lorenzo boathouse, photograph, c. 1904.

Thousands of people typically covered the Lorenzo 
lawn for the annual Syracuse Symphony concert. 
Photo courtesy Christian Phillips Photography
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2014 Friends of Lorenzo memberships
(As of March 31, 2014)

Regular (up to $34)
Bonnie and Kyle Buelow 
Anthony and Lynn Hart
Barbara Lindbergh 
Mrs. Lee Macbeth 
Nancy McCain 
Susan Moran
Margaret Noll
Ronald and Donna Scammell
Diane Webb

Contributing ($35 to $49)
Charles & Marie Albee
Lucia Albright
John & Ann Altmeyer, Jr.
Charles Andrews III
Helen Beal
Joyce A. Bird
Andy Swatkovsky & Pam Blum-

Swatkovsky
Mrs. Ulla R. Bond
Paul & Joan Brooks
Eric & Jonna Brown
Lydia Brownback
Lisa & Richard Bruno
Lee & Virginia Cameron
Edward J. & Judith Clarke
Dixie & George Conway
Carolyn Cooney
Lawrence & Anne Daley
Donald & Nancy Edwards
Nancy Edwards
Jason & Kathleen Emerson
John & Anne Endries
Jake & Maggie Feldmeier
Anne B. Ferguson
David & Sharon Gerber
Sal & Peg Giardina
James & Rosalie Gooley
Jimmy & Janine Golub
Michael & Christine Gregg
Robert & Deborah Greiner
June Haley
Beverly Harlow
W. Howard Hart
Dr. Vicky Ryan & Mr. Richard 

Haskins

Dorothy Hauk
James & Marta Henderson
Susan Hodge
Patricia Hudelson
Joyce Hunter
Carmella Iorio
Sandra & Eugene Kaplan
David Vredenburgh & Betsy 

Kennedy
Jay & Anne King
Fritz & Jan Koennecke
Fritz & Elizabeth Koennecke
John & MaryAnn Lansing
Ary & Sandra Lamme
JudyLarter
Stephen R. Ledyard
Bryan W. Ledyard
Thomas A. Ledyard
John & Meredith Limmer
Nancy & Lawrence Loffredo
John Romig & Dr. Karen Love
Maravene Marion
Erin Meharg
Phyllis E. Peterson
Scott & Maureen Phillips
Gwendolyn Pierre
Howard & Ann Port
Carol Porter
Gerald & Susan Rasmussen
Dr. H.J. Rodman
Elaine Rubenstein
John & Carol Ann Roshia
Ray & Jill Ryan
Sally A. Ryan
Roger & Anne Saltman
David & Candace 

Schneckenburger
Scott & Nancy Sellers
Jane Stevens
Thomas C. Tait
Jack & Lee Tedeschi
Jonathan & Mary Thompson
Larry & Maryann Van Druff
Catherine Underhill
Diane Voss
Mrs. Jay W. Wason
Nancy & Paul Weiskotten

Kurt & Becky Wheeler

Benefactor ($50 to $99)
Susan K. Anthony
Julie Stokes, Bailey, Haskell, & La 

Londe
Leigh & Susan Baldwin
Marion Barbero
Edward & Ann Baroody
Jeb & Carolyn Benzing
Peter Hilts, Bear Paw Printing LLC
Sylvia Bouscaren
Stephen & N.J. Burr
Steve & Diane Burrell
Jeffrey Hunt Chittenango Lumber
Barbara & Tom Clarke
Margery Connor
Sharon Cooney
Margaret T. Costello
Brian & Jenny Coughlin
Jack Rooney & Anne Cross
Christine Dascher
Beatrice Eberst
Hugh & Karen Emory
Jim & Mary Evans, III
Jane Fallon
Doug Falso
Ron & Nancy Farley
Robert & Marilyn Fegan
Jonathan & Maureen Fellows
Nate & Kate Franz
Gene Gissin, Gene Gissin 

Photography
Alan & Josie Glos
Jerry & Beth Groff
Sean & Molly Hagan
Carolyn & David Holmes
Richard & Marilyn Husted
Mark & Chris Jenner
Susie & Eric Johnson
James & Renee Joseph
Ainslie Ellis & Nicholas Kagey
Dave & Karen Katleski
Camilla T. Knapp
Michael & Mary Beth Kuhn
Norma C. Maddy
William & Jeanette Magee
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Richard & Anna Marchant
Art & Pam Mathews 
Robert & Nancy McAllister
Patrick & Barbara McCall
G. Robert & Nancy McCallister
Gail & Peter Mitchell
John & Joan Nicholson
David Osborn
Marylyn Paul
William Merlini/Peter M. Kip, 

Pelco Component Technologies
James & Toloa Perry
Heidi Ravven
John & Abbie Redmond
Gerard & Georgeann Redmond
James & Lisa Sasser III
Robert & Elaine Secor
Samuel & Julia Shotzberger
Jeff & Alexandra Shaw
David & Lisa Silverman
Wesley & Barbara Skinner
Don & Charlene Smith
Calixto and Robin Suarez
Beth Sullivan
Cindy Sutton
Mrs. Mary Pringle Symonds
Fred & Wendy Taylor
Louis Orbach & Anastasia Urtz
William & Deborah Wester
Larry & Glenda Wetzel
Bradford & Julie Wheler
Nancy Whiting
Michael & Sue Woltman
Graham & JoelleWood

Sustaining ($100 to $149)
James M. & Nancy Asher
Nelda & Tony Bell
Marion & Elizabeth Bickford
Leslie & John Bowser
Russell & Lisa Brownback
Cazenovia Garden Club
Roger & Barbara Cook
Cynthia E. Maxwell & Paul J. 

Curtin Jr.
William & Jean Daggett
Roger & Naomi DeMuth
Ulysses G. Dietz
Mary M. Duffin
Robert & Mary Eckel

Carla Zimmerman and Scott 
Edison

David & Karen Eldridge
Robin & Pamela Ellis
James & Casey Frazee
Robert & Julianne Frazee
Gisela Ritter Gall
S.L. Green
Russell & Susan Grills
Todd & Laura Harrington
Kenneth & Patricia Hill
Jonathan Holstein
Herbert S. & Eleanore L. Howard 

Charitable Foundation 
Jack & Polly Koerner
Kathy & Alan Kostrubanic
Hume & Peggy Laidman
John & Valerie Ledyard
MacKinnon Liquors 
Charles & Marilyn Lewis
Ann Marshall 
John & Bonnie McCabe
Timothy & Cynthia McCall
Wallace & Gayonne McDonald
Rod & Jana McDonald 
Andy & Jane Mistur
Denyse Ledyard Montegut
Pauline Monz 
Janet Munro
Brian & Linda Osborne
Ron & Mary Lou Philips
Robert & Toni Salisbury
Dick Tuttle & Sharye Skinner
Calixto & Robin Suarez
TD Collette Builders
Martha Hubik, The Granger 

Homestead Society, Inc.
David & Sarah Webster
Ron & Cheryl Welles
Chris Nevison & Barbara Wells
Bob Cody & Doris Webster
John & Judy Whittle
Barbara & Steffen Wolff

Patron ($150 to $249)
Kristi Andersen 
Robert & Elizabeth Aronson
Aminy I. Audi
Ted & Barb Bartlett
Kathleen Bice

Joan Burns
Jim & Kathy Burns
Patti & Sparky Christakos
Richard K & Diane Clark
Chip Davis
Doris Eagan
Roger & Evangeline Gates
Richard & Katherine Huftalen
Carole & Dudley Johnson
Dan Kuper, The Lincklaen House
Richard & Theckla Ledyard, 

Richard W. Ledyard
Tod & Shannon Leggat Jr.
Tucker & Lisa Lounsbury
Marquardt Switches, Inc.
Suzanne and Jerry Munger
Barbara Houghton, Oneida 

Savings Bank
David A.A. & Nancy Ridings
Helen Stacy
Eleanor Theodore
Dorothea Theodore
John & Susan Voss

Sponsor ($250 and up)
Paul & Maria Badami
Eric & Leanne Burrell
Eric Burrell Professional 

Teleconcepts, Inc. of NY
Peter Fauth, DMD Cazenovia 

Dental
Robert & Mary Connor
Tom Anderson & Marc Schappell
David & Ursula Hutton
Erick & Kate Schwartz
Richard Sheridan
Shere Abbott & Jim Steinberg
Charles Amos, The Amos 

Foundation

Lifetime 
Ulysses G. Dietz
Russell & Susan Grills
Mary E. Schwarzer Hampton
Robert & Elaine Horstmyer
Fritz & Jan Koennecke
Dr. Thomas Kozlowski
Charles Schreible
Rev. Margaret K. Schwarzer
Carl Stearns
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When President Cleveland came 
to Cazenovia and Lorenzo

Most Cazenovians know that our community was 
once visited by the president of the United States — 
but that is about all they do know. The story of Grover 
Cleveland’s visit to Cazenovia — and Lorenzo — in 
1887 is a fascinating piece of history. 

He drove through the thronged streets, shook 4,000 
hands in two hours, spent the night at Lorenzo, 
planted a tree there that still stands today and visited 
his boyhood home in Fayetteville. The citizens of 
Cazenovia were impressed and awed, no matter their 
personal politics. 

In the fall issue of “The Lorenzo Newsletter” we will 
bring you the full story of President Cleveland’s visit 
from the contemporary sources.

The cover of Harper’s Weekly for Oct. 8, 1887, showed the President 
and Mrs. Cleveland in their train car during their “grand tour” 
out west, which was part of Cleveland’s 1888 reelection campaign. 
Only three months before, the Clevelands had traveled by train to 
Central New York to visit Clinton, Cazenovia and the president’s 
boyhood home of Fayetteville.
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(approx. 100 ft. long) the rest carried 
on until his net ended, then another 
chopped out etc. – When it was my 
pygmy’s turn, he quickly gathered 
some large green leaves and made 
me a dry seat to sit on, then deftly 
he unfurled his net attaching it to 
branches with quick, firm and clever 
knots, he ran back and forth along 
his net tightening it and adjusting 
it until it met with his satisfaction 
(it was about the height of a tennis 
net, stretched taut but touching the 
ground) then he came and sat beside 
me and one of my bearers – The other 
three had remained with the tipoy – 
Walter with his pygmy and bearer 
were the next net beyond us.

Soon the baying and yipping of the 
women, baying like any well trained 
pack could be heard (I would have 
given a lot for a sound recorder for 
this) – Suddenly my bearer and 
pygmy jumped up, pulling me up 
too – My pygmy pulled me away 
and my bearer began throwing bits 
of wood at the leafy seat I had so 
hastily evacuated – Looking back I 

saw a small greeny gray and rather 
prettily mottled snake coiled on my 
recent throne – An expertly aimed 
chunk of wood pinned him there and 
my bearer then cut himself a willowy 
sapling made a noose from a nearby 
vine, worked the noose, tied onto the 
sapling, over the snake’s head, pulled 
the noose tight and the invader was 
yanked aloft, killed and tossed over 
the netting. It had no hood and may 
not have been dangerous – I could 
not find out what it was nor whence 
it came.

The women were still giving tongue 
but suddenly their tempo changed – 
They had spotted game and they were 
in full cry – No hounds could have 
sounded more thrilling – My pygmy 
stiffened, his ears almost twitched as 
he followed the sound and listened 
for a rustle in the underbrush, his 
alert eyes searched the dense forest, 
his nostrils seemed to be smelling for 
game, then he relaxed, the excited 
voices had veered off to the right of 
us, the game was not for our net – 
Actually the poor little red antelope, 

that had been the cause of all this 
hue and cry, hit the net Walter was 
watching – His pygmy had left him, 
to run farther down his net line, at 
the time and it was his bearer who 
actually leapt onto the frightened 
creature and pinned him down – 
the pygmies closed in with spears 
and knives – It was all over for the 
little antelope in a few minutes but 
I was not sorry to have missed this 
part of the hunt – The rest I enjoyed 
immensely – The pygmies carried on 
their hunt for the rest of the day for 
they had been four days without meat 
on account of rain, but we returned 
with our bearers to our tipoys after 
this first stand, for we had seen the 
pygmies hunt in the Ituri Forest, and 
we left Putnam’s Camp for Irumu that 
same afternoon– But to me it was a 
thrilling and outstanding experience. 

Interestingly, as she closed out her 
letter to Helen she noted that her stay 
at Ruwenzori had been most restful 
and she had met an American whose 
family came from Oneida County. 

Mbutu hunt      From page 6

Garden Gala returns to Lorenzo on Friday, June 13

The Friends’ annual Garden Gala Party will be held Friday, June 13, to 
kick of the 2014 summer season. The community is invited to Lorenzo’s 
Ellen Shipman garden to enjoywine, hors d’oevres, live music and great 
conversation. Featured at the Gala will be a chance to win a catered, 
candelight dinner for eight in the Lorenzo formal garden. 

Tickets for the event are $10, and can be purchased from FOL board 
members or by contacting the Lorenzo main office at 655-3200. Pro-
ceeds from the event will go to landscape restoration activities. 
Photos courtesy Gene Gissin Photography.
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In support of the many programs & activities sponsored by
The Friends of Lorenzo,

Limited Edition, Framed Archival Prints from the Lorenzo Fine Art Collection are Available for Sale 

$350 each
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~Please order one print per order form~

Yes, I would like to order the ________________________________________ print to beneÞt 
the many programs and activities sponsored by The Friends of Lorenzo. The $350 price is “all 

inclusive.Ó Orders will be Þlled and ready for pickup within three weeks of receipt of order. 
For more information, please call Lorenzo at (315) 655-3200.

____ I would like my limited edition print framed exactly as the display print at Lorenzo. 
Enclosed is my payment of $350, made payable to The Friends of Lorenzo.

OR
____ I would like to order different framing (of equal or lesser value) for my limited
edition print directly from Gene Gissin Photography (315-655-2224). Enclosed is my 
payment of $350, made payable to The Friends of Lorenzo.

Name_______________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________

City__________________________State______Zip___________Telephone_______________

For ofÞce use only: date order received_____________

Friends OF LORENZO, P.O. BOX 4, cazenovia, NY  13035


