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For more than three decades, the festive 
tradition of “Christmas at Lorenzo” has been 
delighting visitors of all ages to the 1807 
estate and home of Cazenovia’s founder, John 
Lincklaen. With generous program support 
from Th e Friends of Lorenzo, public hours to 
tour this year’s “O Christmas Tree” themed 
program will then commence on Friday, 
December 9 from 7-9 pm for “Christmas by 
Candlelight”  and the festivities will continue 
on Saturday and Sunday, December 10 and 11 
from 1-4 each afternoon. An annual favorite 
of member and member-guests, Th e Friends 
of Lorenzo “Preview Party” will kick off  the 
season on December 1. 
Th e artistry of volunteer decorators, including 
the work of Nancy and Elizabeth Whiting, 
Dan McCann of Five Seasons, Sara Mitchell, 
Susan Anthony, Wendy Van Der Bogart, 
Gary Johnson and Terry Crammer, Sandy 
Diefendorf and Sally Ryan—will grace the 
period rooms of the Mansion. Th e Lorenzo 
Docent Corps and dozens of volunteers will 
also be on hand to assist staff  with tours and 
off er various visitor services, including serving 
holiday wassail and sweet treats daily in the 
kitchen.  
Made possible by both Th e Friends of Lorenzo 
and the Lorenzo Driving Competition, horse-
drawn sleigh rides (weather dependent) will 
be available during public hours, and round-
trip rides to the Rippleton Schoolhouse will 
also be featured during Sunday hours when 
19th C crafts, refreshments and live music 
will be presented. Friday evening’s “Christmas 
by Candlelight” will feature the Belle Aire 
Handbell Trio ringing in the holidays; the 
John Rohde Jazz Trio will delight visitors with 
American holiday standards on Saturday; and 
the Bells and Motley Consort will off er the 

sounds of a “Merry Olde Christmas” on Sunday. Th e Cazenovia High School Wind Ensemble will be featured in the Visitor 
Center on Friday night, and vintage-style photographic sittings by Victorian Whispers in the Visitor Center will be available 
during Saturday and Sunday hours.
A modest admission price is charged for a holiday visit to Lorenzo. By advance reservation, groups of 12 or more will also be 
welcomed for guided tours during available weekdays in December. Proceeds from the sale of distinctive gifts and seasonal 
items from the Lorenzo gift shop will help to support future programs and projects at Lorenzo. For more information about 
all facets of “Christmas at Lorenzo,” please call (315) 655-3200 or visit www.lorenzoNY.org.

Th e Christmas Tradition Lives on at Lorenzo
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Letter From the President
by Chris Jenner

Th e current mild temperatures make it hard for me to believe that the holiday season is 
right around the corner. Preparations have been extensive for the 2011 Christmas season 
at Lorenzo, beginning with the Friends Christmas Preview Party on December 1st. 
Th e highlight of the holiday season each year, the Preview Party grows in popularity as 
friend’s old and new gather together to enjoy cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, music, and great 
conversation while touring the beautifully decorated Mansion.  
Th e Friends sponsored a number of events during the 2011 summer season.  I would like to 
highlight just a few.  
On June 16th, we held the Gala Garden Party in the Ellen Shipman-designed formal 
garden. A new feature for the gala was a “Penny Social,” providing participants with the 
opportunity to win one of several garden-themed prizes graciously donated by business and 
community members.  
In July, the Friends co-sponsored the “Syracuse Symphony Quintet.” I can honestly say 
that summer would not be complete in Cazenovia without the beautiful music provided 
by Symphony Syracuse. All in attendance thoroughly enjoyed a delightful evening on the 
historic front lawn of the Mansion.   
August was a busy month as the Friends sponsored the third annual “Garden Tea;” co-
hosted an “Evening of Opportunity,” a collaborative benefi t for the Everson Museum of Art; 
and held the fourth annual movie night with special music provided by the Maria DeSantis 
Band.
“Community Day” at the Rippleton Schoolhouse was held on a beautiful Sunday afternoon 
in late September. Th is year’s event broke all previous attendance records as more than 500 
people enjoyed a fun-fi lled afternoon of 1880’s activities and games.
“Ready, set, roll” was our motto for this year’s fall fundraiser. We took a chance, rolled 

the dice, and held the 
fi rst “Casino Night” 
on October 21st. Th e 
Lincklaen House provided 
the perfect setting for 
this event with festive 
decorations, delicious food, 
great music and gaming, 
of course. Th e exciting 
evening ended with a 
“Penny Social” drawing 
where participants were 
able to “cash in” their 
winnings for raffl  e tickets 
to win a number of great 
prizes generously donated 
by supporting individuals 
and local businesses. A 
very special thank you is 
extended to our corporate 
sponsors whose generous 
donations helped to make 
this event possible. 
Finally, I would like to 
thank everyone that came 
out to support the Friends 
in 2011. Have a wonderful 
holiday season!
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“Casino Night” patrons enjoy their time at the gaming tables. For 
more fun-fi lled images, all courtesy Gene Gisson, please see page 10.
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Letter from the Director
by Barbara G. Bartlett

During these tentative economic times, it is rewarding to report that Lorenzo has been the benefi ciary of signifi cant capital 
investment over the last two seasons. With the support of our Central Region administration, the work of both our capital 
facility unit and crew, and that of our maintenance staff , several preservation initiatives have been advanced, and our patrons, 
volunteers and staff  members are benefi tting greatly with the upgrades and introduction of needed services. 
As we all know, a sound roof and an eff ective drainage system are essential for the longevity of any building in this climate. 
And with regard to historic roofs, the choice of appropriate materials and assemblies is critical. Beginning last year, a concerted 
contract wood shingle roof replacement program was introduced at the site, and this year we saw the completion of the Church 
Cottage roof; the South Cottage roof is slated to commence before the onset of winter this season. Previously, the secondary 
roofs of the Mansion, the Icehouse/Potting Shed roof and the roof of the Visitor Center were replaced. With materials left 
over from these site projects, our site maintenance staff  has also been 
able to re-roof our South Cottage garage, the brick smokehouse and 
the garden playhouse.   With regard to the main Mansion roof, Th e 
Friends of Lorenzo recently paid for a roof consultancy to help the 
Region determine the most appropriate approach to take in securing 
state dollars for replacing this roof and incorporate both drainage and 
roof balustrade issues into the equation. 
Other capital initiatives I am pleased to report include the following. 
In order to maintain correct environmental levels in the Mansion, 
with consideration for both the building envelope and extensive 
historic collections, the engineering and design for a new HVAC 
system has commenced. Our staff  and volunteers are also very excited 
that we now have a new restroom for their use at the Mansion. After 
years of having to leave the building during their work shifts, all are 
thrilled that they can use this new facility. Sensitively placed and 
appropriately designed within a compact space in the former coal 
shed at the Mansion’s rear, this restroom project was quite involved 
in terms of the hookup to the sewer system, various site plumbing 
issues and associated landscape restoration. Other initiatives have 
included improved drainage along the Mansion south portico; 
Rippleton Schoolhouse now has a fi re detection device installed; the 
South Cottage garage is once again a useful storage facility as the 
structure has been jacked and 
fully rehabbed; our 25+ year-
old telephone system has been 
completely replaced; the porches at 
South and Church Cottages have 
been rebuilt; and we now have 
remote condenser cooling units in 
both Cottages for the comfort of 
patrons and staff . 
As the calendar year ends and we 
anticipate the forthcoming budget 
for 2012, we are in the process of 
formulating the next phase of our 
capital plan. Based on our past 
successes and substantive record 
of investment in our historic 
resources, I am hopeful. In the 
meantime, I am ever mindful and 
appreciative of all the support 
from our Agency, Th e Friends 
of Lorenzo and the Cazenovia 
community. Happy holidays to all!

Helen Lincklaen Fairchild (b. 1845) pictured here, c.1875, in 
front of Apple Tree Cottage in the Lorenzo garden. Note the 
wood shingle roof.

View looking north from the main axis of the formal garden, June 1924. Note the prominent arbor 
vitae hedge. Th is hedge was recently re-established as part of the overall Mansion sewer project, and the 
accompanying wire fence (not visible in this view) was also restored and re-installed.



by Carolyn Holmes

Editor’s note: Carolyn Holmes, Friends member, long-time Cazenovia resident and recently retired Fayetteville-Manlius High 
School English teacher, began volunteering at Lorenzo in 2010. Working with staff  member Sharon Cooney, Carolyn has been 
reading and assessing selected family documents donated to Lorenzo by Lincklaen/Ledyard descendants.  

          

The letters of Anna Hubbard Oakman and her twin sister Helen L. Hubbard (born 
February 10, 1906) refl ect the essential connection between “land” and “family” that 
tie these two women to the continuing legacy of the founding family of Cazenovia. Th e 
twins were the daughters of Robert F. Hubbard and his wife Helen Ledyard Hubbard 

and the great granddaughters of Jonathan Denise Ledyard, brother-in-law of Cazenovia 
founder John Lincklaen. In 1826, Ledyard built “Th e Meadows” (pictured left) and it 

remained the Ledyard ancestral home until Mrs. Oakman’s death in 1993.
Many Cazenovians will fondly remember Mrs. Oakman, known as “Nanny” to her family and friends, for her wry sense 
of humor and her love of and involvement in our community throughout her lifetime. I moved to Cazenovia in 1977 to 
teach at the local high school and had several opportunities to meet Mrs. Oakman, but since Helen died in 1957, she was 
something of a mystery to me. Beginning last fall, I have had the privilege of reading the sisters’ correspondence, as well as 
that of other family members, dating from the 1920s to the 1950s. 
Th e purpose of cataloguing the letters according to Lorenzo staff , is for future researchers to expand the knowledge of the 
extended family and to reveal to us, in the 21st century, what kind of people they were. For me, I want to soak up the feel of 
an earlier lifetime lived in Cazenovia and I now hope to give you small glimpses of it by sharing parts of several of the twin 
sisters’ letters.
In a letter from Helen to her father on April 1, 1926, she reported that Nanny had asked to have her hair bobbed and, not only 
did she do that, she also had it frizzed to fi t with the fashion of the times. Th is peaked my curiosity and led me to search for 

photographs of the twins which might shed light on their personalities as well as 
their appearance. In the fi rst of the two images here, the young twins are wearing 
matching clothing. With their free 
fl owing hair, and lace and smocked 
matching dresses, this photograph 
reveals their individuality as Helen 
looks ethereally lovely with a more 
inward turned expression, while Nanny 
faces outward towards the world 
seeming to engage and take it on. As 
young adults in the second photograph, 
the women are wearing matching suits 
of diff erent colors. Nanny, on the left, 
leans in towards her sister Helen. After 
analyzing these images, and others, it 
came as no surprise to me that Helen 
spent much of her life at “Th e Meadows” 
in Cazenovia, and while Nanny loved 
it here, she also had a lifelong passion 
for travel. 

 After marrying her second cousin 
Walter George Seymour Oakman (1885-1969), Nanny and her husband became 
great world traveling companions as well as owners of a second home, purchased 
at Hope Ranch in the 1950s in Santa Barbara, California.  Recently, I visited 
California and my aunt and I found the location of the house which still appears to 

be the original one that the couple owned.
Last January, as I sat at a large table in the offi  ce at Lorenzo and periodically gazed out at the wintry, cold, and windswept lake, 
I took in the details of the Oakmans’ trip to the Caribbean in 1952. Most of us may have the opportunity to visit one island 

“Cazenovia will be heaven.”
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Nanny Oakman to her sister, Helen Hubbard, May 5, 1952

Continued on page 10
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Earlier this year the Friends of Lorenzo, under the leadership of its Board of Trustees, launched a special member challenge 
campaign to raise additional funds for various new and on-going projects and programs at the Lorenzo State Historic Site.   
Th e response to our annual appeal from our members was overwhelmingly positive and resulted in nearly one quarter of 
the FOL membership choosing to increase their annual dues by $50 or more for 2011.  According to outgoing Membership 
Chair Sarah Webster, “this campaign vastly surpassed our expectations, and we were exceptionally happy as it followed 
on the coattails of a 50 percent increase in membership numbers over the past three years, and a 95 percent increase in 
revenues.”  
In appreciation of the members’ support, the FOL held a reception in June on the front lawn of Lorenzo with special guest 
Ulysses Grant Dietz, a lifetime member of Th e Friends who volunteered at Lorenzo during the summers of 1974 and 1975, 
and whom presently serves as Senior Curator of Decorative Arts at the Newark Museum.  
Th e FOL wishes to thank all of its members for their ongoing support and generosity over the past few years.  As many 
of you will recall, the fi nancial pressures on the Friends has increased dramatically as the State has had to scale back on 
programmatic funding at our cherished local landmark. For example, the tour schedule had to be cut back this year by six 
weeks, eff ectively closing Lorenzo on Labor Day. Despite these challenging times, the Friends of Lorenzo has much to be 
thankful for.

Memorable moments of the Ulysses Dietz June 8th presentation and book signing. Photos courtesy Gene Gissin.  

Membership News
by Elizabeth Aronson, Membership Chair
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Priceless…

Lorenzo’s archives contain many of the bills and receipts for 
items used in the mansion’s construction. Th ese documents 
tell us that John Lincklaen obtained goods and services 
locally as well as from larger cities such as Albany and New 
York. 

Although the pound was no longer New York’s currency 
after 1793, documents in Lorenzo’s archives illustrate that 
craftsmen and merchants continued using pounds, shillings, 
and pence in their business transactions well after that 
date. If one were to add up all the extant bills and receipts 
associated with building Lincklaen’s new house in 1807-08, 
the total was about $15,600.  

Several weeks before his fi rst home burned, John Lincklaen 
drew up a contract with Abner Mason to supply bricks for 
a new home. Th e contract specifi ed that Mason was to dig 
the clay used to make the bricks from Lincklaen’s property 
and to refi ll the holes created so that the property was left 
“in every respect in as good a situation as he found them.” 
Lincklaen agreed to pay fi ve dollars for every thousand 
bricks and 160,000 bricks were ordered. Th e bricks were 
to be made in two separate fi rings and Lincklaen’s cost was 
$800. 

While there are diff erent calculators to put values on goods, 
services, and labor, the 2010 Consumer Price Index below 
will give you a starting point in putting a price tag on the 
construction of Lorenzo.

2010 Consumer Price Index Values
1 Pound = $2.50 in 1807 = $48.70 in 2010
1 Shilling = 12 ½ cents in 1807 = $2.43 in 2010      
1 Pence = 1 cent in 1807 = 20 cents in 2010
1 Dollar in 1807 = $19.50 in 2010
 

From the Archives
by Sharon Cooney, Interpretive Programs Assistant

 During the 1989-1990 exterior restoration of the mansion, after the 
paint was removed, it was possible to see the two distinct brick fi rings 
that had been specifi ed in the contract between John Lincklaen and 
Abner Mason.

John Lincklaen paid John Fosdick for digging the main cellar of 
Lorenzo.  In the days when there were no backhoes, this was no easy 
task.  He specifi ed that the dimensions should be 48 feet by 58 feet and 
three inches, and three feet and seven inches deep. Th e receipt pictured 
here indicates that for this strenuous job, Fosdick was paid $120.41.

Another invoice in the archives was from Nehemiah White, a 
Cazenovia craftsman who fabricated many of Lorenzo’s wood turnings 
and chairs. Th is bill included the price for producing 117 spindles or 
banisters for the front staircase at $.25 apiece and 14 urns for the roof 
balustrade at $.50 each.
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The combined infl uences of 19th century industrialization and the United States centennial celebrations of 1876 ushered in an era of 
nostalgia for the “olden days.” Joining the late 19th-century trend of preserving the past by purchasing antiques and reproductions, 

the Fairchilds, Lorenzo’s owners 1894-1931, collected furniture, 
particularly of the Federal and Empire styles.
A partners desk, currently in the Study and pictured here, was a gift 
to Charles S. Fairchild in 1890 from his mother, Mrs. S. T. Fairchild.  
According to a note in one of Helen Lincklaen Fairchild’s scrapbooks 
it was “by Stromeyer” and cost “$150.”  A snippet of letterhead found 
in the same book is for the “Offi ce of W. A. Stromeyer, Furniture and 
Upholstery, Decorative Painting.  No. 4 East 9th Street.”
This mahogany desk with brass handles and ball feet has fourteen 
working drawers and six sham drawers.  It is a reproduction of a desk 
used by George Washington at the presidential mansion in New York 
City where he resided briefl y following his 1789 inauguration. Today, 
the original can be seen at City Hall in New York, and reproductions 
are still available for purchase.

Curatorial Corner
by Jackie Vivirito, Curatorial Associate

Docent co-chair Susan Anthony (front left) assists staff  
member Liz Whiting (back left) and Jackie Vivirito (front 
right), and docent volunteer and part-time staff  member 
Charlie Albee (back right) in a drapery cleaning project at 
the Mansion this fall.

Th e Docent Corps
by Susan Anthony, Docent Co-Chair

The Docent Corps of Lorenzo was again busy during the summer season greeting guests in the Mansion and leading tour groups 
throughout the property. The annual “Christmas at Lorenzo” public dates and group tours will provide additional on-duty time for the 
docents, as well as a chance for docents to be creative. Several of our members design and install many of the holiday decorations, so we 
encourage all to come and visit December 9-11, or schedule a group tour by calling Jackie Vivirito at  (315)-655-3200. 

The docents are embarking on a new project during the fall months that will not only expand their knowledge of life at Lorenzo, but will 
also produce a tangible product. At the September meeting, each docent chose a recipe that had been previously selected from cookbooks 
and letters that are kept in the Lorenzo archives. These were chosen according to modern day product availability and ability of the 
cooks. For example, wild boar is not readily available in local markets and most of the docent cooks are not experienced in butchering and 
dressing of wild fowl. The docents will prepare their chosen dish and share it at the November meeting when the cooks of Lorenzo will be 
remembered. Although most of the recipes are for fairly simple dishes, some interpretation will be needed to fully understand the meaning 
of such measurements and directions as “pullet egg size,” a “teacup of,” a “cool oven,” and the wonderfully exact, “a bit of.”

As always, the Docent Corps meetings are open to anyone with an interest in history and Lorenzo, and new members are accepted at any 
time!

Th e Docent Corps discusses the challenges involved in cooking and 
baking for their November meeting.



Th e Comfort in Nostalgia and Hope in Progress
at Rippleton Schoolhouse
by Mary Beth Kuhn
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Donald Way holding 
a class photograph 
at Rippleton 
Schoolhouse, 
including his brother 
and himself, at 
COMMUNITY 
DAY ‘10. Photo 
courtesy Pierce 
Smith, Cazenovia 
Republican.

Fall of 1930 was the last time Donald Way began a new school year 
at the Rippelton No. 7 schoolhouse on Rippleton crossing road.  
As summer ended and Autumn descended upon the tiny town 
of Cazenovia, the mornings were chilly as they are now. Donald 
shivered a bit, but was warmed by the coal stove keeping fi re in the 
corner.  Murmurs of the town’s new high school and elementary 
school were spreading fast and students all over Cazenovia and 
surrounding towns were talking about its new amenities. 

Donald Way and his younger brother were just two of a small 
group of students attending the old Rippleton schoolhouse. By 
then, the old one-room building was showing some wear and tear. 
The wallpaper was beginning to peel and the desks were scratched 
and squeaking. Some were in strong need of repair, but such repairs 
weren’t to be had as this would be the last year students attended 
the schoolhouse.  

Just as progress oftentimes dismisses nostalgic longings, the 
Rippleton students dismissed any longings to stay in the tiny 
school. Instead, their thoughts turned to bigger, shinier and fancier 
environments. After all, the United States was in the throes of the 
Great Depression and anything new held the promise of better 
things to come. 

The plan was for students to break for Christmas and return that 
year to their new schools in town. Donald looked around at the 
familiar room with its large blackboard, antique organ and classic 
pictures of President’s George Washington and Abraham Lincoln 
hanging over the entrance.

A hint of melancholy passed through his young frame as he 
remembered the good times had and all they had learned. For 
about 117 years, the schoolhouse had served its children well and 
now it was time for change.

The schoolhouse would eventually be sold to a local farmer where 
it would rest relatively unchanged, disguising itself, at times, as a 
chicken coop and storage facility. Local children would fi nd it and 
spend hours on end “playing school” as the tiny building passed 
into history.

In 1996, Sarah Auchincloss deeded the schoolhouse to New York 
State where it would be moved to the Lorenzo property and 
preserved for years to come. 

Fast forward to a beautiful and warm Fall day on September 25, 
2011 when The Friends of Lorenzo celebrated another successful 
COMMUNITY DAY.  Just as in yesteryear, we came to celebrate a 
bountiful harvest and a strong community. An enthusiastic crowd 
of 500-plus visitors gathered around the restored schoolhouse to 
enjoy wagon rides, bluegrass music, fresh apple cider and donuts 
while participating in traditional crafts and Victorian-era games. 

The unseasonable warm weather made for record-breaking 
attendance as Miss Buckland, played by Friends of Lorenzo Board 
member Casey Frazee, once again opened the tiny schoolhouse 
doors and rang the bell for all to come and sit in its desks. 

Cazenovia has a funny way of blending the past with the present. 
Folks around here seem to appreciate and preserve the past while 
always maintaining an eye on the horizon. Lorenzo is a big part 
of that and perhaps that is why COMMUNITY DAY, with its tin-

punching and yarn dolls, continues to grow in popularity. There is 
comfort in nostalgia and hope in progress. Congratulations to our 
community for recognizing and supporting both. 

Author’s Note: The above description of Donald Way’s last year at the 
Rippleton Schoolhouse is historic fi ction. This writer could only imagine what 
it must have been like back in the fall of 1930. Donald Way did not attend 
Community Day this year as he had done in ’09 and ’10, and he was greatly 
missed. His remembrances of days in the schoolhouse were always welcomed by 
visitors and friends as we would look over his school pictures. He was indeed 
proud to be one of the last students to attend school there. Who knew the fourth 
grader who was so excited to leave this little building would be back many years 
later to celebrate it.

In the Little Red Schoolhouse
As sung and popularized by Billy Jones and Ernest Hare, 1922

Verse 1:
Sometimes I think I was a little fool
(You think you were, or think you are?)
Back in the days when I used to go to school.
(Can you remember back that far?)
When you were a kid, gee, how you hated 
The little place where you were educated.
Although I didn’t know it, I was lucky then.
I wish that we were back again.



Schoolhouse News
by Barbara Cook, Schoolhouse Educator

Another season at the one-room Rippleton Schoolhouse has 
come to a close.  It was a very rewarding time for all of those 
who participated in the all-day class immersion program. We 
enjoyed a record number of schools and classes attending the 
program. Th ere were 31 classes that spent time learning about 
life and school in the 1880’s. If you do the math, that would 
add up to approximately 700 boys and girls who dressed in 
period costumes and brought their lunches in baskets and 
buckets. It was so joyful to see the students running up the 
path when the school bell rang. A parent took a picture that 
I thoroughly enjoyed. It was a view of the children leaving 
school (I liked that picture because it was a perfect snapshot of 
a day in the 1880’s, not because the students were leaving!).  
I would like to thank Kathe Porter for her continued volunteer 
dedication to the immersion program, which aff orded me 
a week of vacation. Barb Bartlett and Sharon Cooney have 
always been very supportive of everything that we do, which 
made the schoolmarm job much easier. Th e maintenance 
staff  was always available to help out, even when the littlest 
thing was needed. Last, I would like to thank the Friends of 
Lorenzo. I have been so pleased with the support that has been 
given to me and the immersion program.  
Everyone I talk to about the schoolhouse program laughs at 
me because I always say that it is the best job that I could 
have in retirement. It really is! Th e children are interested, 
enthusiastic, and surprisingly studious. Th ey often amaze their 
teachers with the dedication that they show during the day. 
Th ey work diligently on every assignment I give them, whether 
it is Roman Numerals, Spencerian Handwriting, Arithmetic 
or Science. Th e boys and girls are not shy to tell what their 
favorite part of the day is, and it is always lunch, recess and 
the punishment! We sit under the trees and talk about our day 
while we eat amazingly interesting lunches. Th en when recess 
begins, the games that we play hold their interest and require 
them to use skill and athleticism. Th e stilts, hoop, and even 
the jump rope, are favorites of both boys and girls.       
I am exhausted at the end of the day, but so are the children. 
We have all worked hard and enjoyed much. Once again, I 
invite everyone to stop in when you see the fl ag fl ying. Th at 
means that school is in session.  
In addition to my time with the students, I have been given 
quite an additional gift. Th e Pebbles Island Resource Center, 
headquarters to the Bureau of Historic Sites, created a new 
costume for me to wear. It is authentic from the corset to the 
camisole, to the bloomers and the bum roll. Uncomfortable, 
but authentic. I made several trips to Troy for fi ttings and 
the fi nished project is wonderful. Did I mention that it is 
uncomfortable?! I don’t mean to complain, and I am sure that 

women of the era never complained, just fainted…..often.  
Summer Camp 2011 was a pleasant week with a great group of young ladies and a diverse array of activities, programs, 
and presenters. Th e temperature, as usual, did not cooperate, and we endured temperatures of 100 degrees. We were able 
to accommodate all of the skill levels and interests seamlessly. On Friday we celebrated everyone’s accomplishments with a 
strawberry social, and the girls actually whipped the heavy cream, by hand, into whipped cream. We ended the week with 
lots of hugs and smiles. Perfect!

Over the course of several months in 2011, Shirley Graham, Peggy 
Madson, Jo-Ellen Unger and Connie Frisbee Houde, seamstresses 
at the Peebles Island Resource Center, worked with curator Susan 
Walker to fabricate Miss Buckland’s new schoolmarm dress for 
use at Rippleton Schoolhouse. Photo courtesy Rich Clauss, Peebles 
Island Resource Center.
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but the couple started in Crescent City, Florida, moved on to Miami and then to Puerto Rico, St. John’s, Antigua, Grenada, 
British Guiana where they had the opportunity to see the Kaiteur Falls, St. Vincent, Dominica, St. Kitts, and Martinique. Th ey 
had the privilege to be able to travel widely and extensively throughout the world.
When they were apart, the twins wrote each other daily, thus, the rhythm of a close sisterly relationship emerged as they 
discussed what was happening in Cazenovia or a world travel spot or Santa Barbara. Many of the letters focused upon caring 
for houses and property owned in Cazenovia such as the arrangements to sell the “Hough House” in 1953 to Mr. Chester King 
(currently owned by his son Noel and daughter-in-law Manon King). News of relatives and friends, gardens, changing of the 
seasons, and caring for their many animals also fi lled the correspondence. In letters to her sister, whom she aff ectionately called 
“Mopsa,” Nanny wrote entertaining and vivid accounts such as the details of the annual sixty mile ride of Rancheros Visitadore 
(a social club) that starts with a blessing given at the Th e Mission in Santa Inez. She reported that it consisted of one hundred 
horses and three coaches, each drawn by six horses, and commented upon a singing performance on that day. “Not Gregorian 
chants but spirited Mexican songs.” My favorite quote from the California letters was when she commented upon her friend 
“Justine, who has charm and a lovely voice” and wryly added that she yet married “ a cowboy without charm.”  She certainly 
had a gift for creating lively epithets.
Th is fall I look forward to continuing to read and catalogue the people, places, and events in the sisters’ letters. As I close, I want 
to share my favorite quote from Nanny written to Helen on December 21, 1938. “May you have much skiing and sleighing and 
may you skate on black ice.” In Cazenovia, black ice is still that rare and wonderful occurrence where, if you’re lucky and the 
winds are just right, you may be carried along from the southern end of the lake to the northern tip. Mrs. Oakman got it just 
right – Cazenovia is still heaven for me.

Continued from page 4

More images, courtesy Gene Gisson, 
of “Casino Night” 2011.

Continued from page 2



~

Limited Edition, Framed Archival Prints from the Lorenzo Collection Available for Sale: $350 each 

~Please order one print per order form~

Yes, I would like to order the _____________________________print   
to benefit the many programs and activities sponsored by The Friends of Lorenzo.  

A $100 deposit is required for each print ordered. The $350 price is “all inclusive.”
Orders will be filled and will be ready for pickup within 3 weeks of receipt of order.   

The balance will be due at the time of pickup.
For more information, please call Lisa Brownback at (315) 655-9676. 

For framing options, price please contact Gene Gissin Photography (655-2224).
________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my deposit of $100, made payable to The Friends of Lorenzo.

Name_____________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________

City_____________________State____Zip_________ Telephone__________________ 

Friends of Lorenzo  P.O. Box 4, Cazenovia  NY  13035 

Limited Edition, Framed Archival Prints from the Lorenzo Collection Available for Sale: $350 each 

CAZENOVIA FROM THE WEST, Wm. Boardman 

VIEW TO THE LAKE, Dwight Williams 

LORENZO MANSION, attr. to Dwight Williams 

Limited Edition, Framed Archival Prints from the Lorenzo Collection Available For Sale: $350 each

Friends of Lorenzo Membership Form 
      Please make your check payable to The Friends of Lorenzo and mail with this form to: 
           The Friends of Lorenzo, Attn.: Membership, P.O. Box 4, Cazenovia, NY  13035 

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone_____________________________________E-mail_______________________________________

Individual Categories
   Regular $35____    Benefactor $50____    Sustaining $100____    Patron $150____    Sponsor $250 & up____

Business Categories
Regular $50____    Sustaining $100____    Patron $150____    Sponsor $250 & up____ 

____My employer has a matching gift program; the “double your giving” form is enclosed from my company.



 
Friends of Lorenzo 
P.O. Box 4 
Cazenovia, NY 13035 
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Christmas  
by Candlelight  

Family  
Christmas Day 

Christmas at Lorenzo, December 16-20 CChristmas at Lorenzo 2011
Sensational decorations; live festive music;

horse-drawn sleigh rides; tasty holiday treats and
much more! An admission fee is charged. Please note
that during December, weekday tours for groups of 12
or more are available by advance reservation only.
Please call (315) 655-3200 for more information.

Friday, December 9, 7-9 PM
Saturday & Sunday, December 10 & 11, 1-4 PM

And don’t forget to visit the Lorenzo gift shop for a variety of unique gift-giving ideas!


