
“Christmas Around the 
World” Coming to Lorenzo
by Lisa Brownback

The wonder and joy of the holidays are upon us anew! 
Once again, you can kick off this joyous season with the 
annual Christmas celebration at the Lorenzo mansion. 
Through the generous support of the Friends, this year’s 
revelries will begin with the “Mansion Preview Party” 
for members and member-guests. This event is sched-
uled to take place Tuesday, December 3, from 6-8 p.m. 
The merriment will continue on Friday, December 6, 
from 7-9 p.m. with the perennial favorite “Christmas by 
Candlelight.” The festivities will carry on throughout the 
weekend (Saturday, December 7, and Sunday, December 
8, from 1-4 p.m.)

The mansion will be adorned in Christmas finery by 

a host of very generous organizations, volunteers, and 
decorators. Many thanks to: Wendy Van Der Bogart, 
Elizabeth Whiting, Nancy Whiting, Dan McCann (of 
Five Seasons, Fayetteville), Marlene Burrell (of Flowers 
on Main, Cazenovia), J.D. Hunter Home, Karen Hill, 
Beverly Merola, Jessica Johnson, Susan Anthony, Sarah 
Mitchell, Terry Crammer, Gary Johnson, Jill Gates and 
the Cazenovia Garden Club and for all of their hard 
work in helping to transform the mansion. This year’s 
theme will be: “Christmas Around the World.” Our 
decorators will creatively interpret this theme however 
they choose, and it will be fun indeed to see what they 
come up with!

Keeping with our theme, we will have on display Father 
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Marie Knapp and Chuck Amos, left, enjoy the Mansion Preview Party. Dedicated Lorenzo Docent Norma Maddy, right, on duty interpret-
ing the family dining room during Christmas at Lorenzo 2012. Photos by Gene Gissin and Barbara Bartlett.
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Letter from the  
president
by Casey Frazee

I grew up in Cazenovia, and have always 
loved living here. My husband and I 
chose to raise our children here, and are 
thankful all the time that we did. I con-
tinue to be amazed when I speak with 
former schoolmates and friends, those 
who instead chose to move away from 
Cazenovia, who wonder why we would 
want to live in such a small community. 

When this question is posed, often my 
mind drifts to all of the things I love 
about living in Central New York, and in 
Cazenovia in particular. Among my first 
thoughts are always all of the amazing re-
sources available to my family, as well as 
to all of the organizations set up to ensure 
that our community is a thriving success 
with cultural and educational opportuni-
ties in abundance. 

The most wonderful thing about these 
organizations is that many are run by 
volunteers: people in our community and 
from local communities who donate their 
valuable time and energy to the mission 
and success of these resources. 

I am so incredibly lucky to be a part of 

The Friends of Lorenzo. Each month, we 
meet and sort through our current to-do 
list, but behind the scenes are twenty 
individuals who work tirelessly to en-
sure we have a great handle on our fiscal 
responsibilities, that our membership 
continues to thrive, and we continue to 
offer creative and fun community events. 

In addition, we have a plethora of vol-
unteers not represented on our board. 
Lorenzo enjoys a thriving docent pro-
gram supported by volunteers who make 
themselves available to provide tours to 
visitors. Each year, our popular “Christ-
mas at Lorenzo” program is made pos-
sible by volunteers, who donate their 
time and imagination to transform the 
mansion into a festive showpiece. Dur-
ing the spring, summer and fall, the Dark 
Aisle is maintained by volunteers from 
the Syracuse Garden Club, who stop by 
regularly to ensure this often traversed 
area is looking its best. 

The Friends of Lorenzo is a true working 
board. Each and every board member has 
a specific talent that lends itself to making 
the Friends a successful and fun organi-
zation. As we often move quickly from 
one event or task to another, I don’t often 
take the time to thank those people who 
give their time so freely to the Friends, 
and in turn to our community as a whole. 
I am so lucky to work with such giving 
people who care as much about Lorenzo, 
and our local culture, as I do. 
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The Cazenovia College Chorale, repre-
senting members of the college and the 
community, entertain Preview Party 
patrons in the front hall of the mansion.
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Letter from the  
director
by Barbara G. Bartlett

In the fall issue of last year’s news-
letter, I reported about PATH 
THROUGH HISTORY, an initiative 
of Governor Cuomo to capitalize on 
the vast historic resources of New 
York and to stimulate the significant 
economic impacts of heritage tour-
ism throughout the state. As admin-
istered by the Empire State Develop-
ment Corporation, the program is 
being run through the ten Regional 
Economic Development Councils, 
and Madison County and Lorenzo 
fall within the Central Region (com-
prised of Cayuga, Cortland, Madison, 
Onondaga and Oswego counties). 

In Central Region, an appointed 
work group began meeting in June 
of ’12, and as the designated coordi-
nator for the region, I have worked 
with the group members and we 
have identified 84 historic attrac-
tions across our five counties that 

meet the threshold of professional 
standards adopted for operation 
and service to the public. In tandem 
with I LOVE NY, a PATH website 
has been established for promoting 
thematic tours throughout each of 
the ten regions, new and upgraded 
signage along the thruway and Route 
81 is underway and various other 
initiatives are in the works across 
the state to further stimulate visita-
tion to these sites. The governor 
also announced a $1,000,000 grant 
program for the ten regions, and I am 
pleased to announce that $100,000 
has been awarded to Central Region 
for four major programs, all based 
upon the “Heritage Tourism Plan” 
we developed for the region. Within 
that document, we also identified the 
following seven themes that pro-
vide a framework for our proposed 
tourism initiatives within the region: 
Innovation, Social Reform, Cultures 
& Ethnicity, Settlement & Expansion, 
Military, Architecture, Landscape & 
Design and Sports Heritage.

Beginning this summer, our grant 
committee began work with our 
grant sponsor, CenterState CEO 
and Coburn Design of Auburn, to 

establish a unique identity for our 
region in order to set us apart from 
adjoining areas. Coburn Design 
will also work with us on other 
grant initiatives for 2014 including 
the inclusion of our attractions on 
electronic tourist assistance portals to 
be located throughout Central New 
York in venues such as Syracuse Han-
cock International Airport, Destiny 
USA, etc.; a 30-minute documentary 
to be produced by WPBS about the 
dynamic history of our five counties; 
a series of short, “between program” 
thematic spots to be developed and 
aired on PBS by WCNY; a year-long 
promotional campaign of our attrac-
tions on the NPR station WRVO; and 
the development of a mobile applica-
tion for smart phones, tablets and 
other mobile devices to help reach a 
younger demographic.

It has been an exciting opportunity 
to work with a number of museum 
colleagues, historians and tourism 
professionals throughout the region 
over the past 18 months, and I am 
eager to hear your feedback as you 
become familiar with the above 
projects. Thanks for helping to keep 
“history alive.” 

Christmas costumes from around the world and we will 
see how people in different countries interpret the vision 
of St. Nicholas. The Cazenovia Chamber has generously 
loaned these magnificent costumes to Lorenzo.

Each weekend event will have a unique musical com-
ponent. The Friday evening “Christmas by Candlelight” 
will feature the Belle Aire Hand-Bell Trio who will com-
plement the softly lit mansion with the lovely sounds of 
their bells. Saturday, December 7, we will be reveled by 
the John Rhode Trio and on Sunday, December 8, we 
will listen to music of long ago with Bells and Motley.

Take a step back in time and enjoy a horse-drawn sleigh 
ride (weather dependent), which will be hosted by Lam-
plit Farms during the public hours of each of the three 

weekend days. This has been made possible thanks to the 
generosity of The Friends of Lorenzo and the Lorenzo 
Driving Competition. On Sunday, be certain to bring 
the children. You all can enjoy the sleigh ride and get off 
at the one room schoolhouse and enjoy making Christ-
mas crafts while delving into some delicious treats before 
hopping onto the sleigh for a ride back to the mansion.

A modest admission price is charged for a visit to the 
mansion for our holiday program ($5 for adults, $2 for 
children). By advance reservation, groups of 12 or more 
will be welcomed for guided tours during available times 
during the December weekdays. For more information 
about The Friends of Lorenzo, the Mansion Preview Par-
ty or any of the “Christmas at Lorenzo” festivities, please 
call Lorenzo at 315-655-3200. 

“Christmas Around the World” Coming to Lorenzo      From page 1
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Holiday discount!

$50 off
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An interview with  
Sharon Cooney 
Sharon Cooney has been a mainstay 
at Lorenzo since 1980. At the end 
of this year, Sharon will be stepping 
down and retiring. Sharon knows 
the ins and outs of Lorenzo. She can 
recite fact after fact about the family, 
house and activities that made the 
mansion a home to the Lincklaens 
and Ledyards for so many years. 
Sharon will be hard to replace and 
we will miss her greatly. Recently, I 
sat down to discuss with her what 
made Lorenzo so special to her. 

—Jane Mistur, Friends of Lorenzo 
trustee

When did you start at Lorenzo? 
Did you have a job before Loren-
zo? If so, what was it?

I started at Lorenzo on April 3, 
1980, and it really was my first of-
ficial job. I graduated from college 
in December 1978. After college I 
really didn’t know what I wanted to 
do. In fact, I’m still wondering what 
one does with an English Lit major! 

During summers while in college, I 
worked at Lake Meadows Inn and 
for Mrs. Oakman at The Meadows 
(I was the downstairs maid most of 
the time) so I continued doing that 
until one day a friend of the family, 
Ann Koeze, who was the Historic 
Site Assistant at Lorenzo, told me 
that there was a tour guide position 
open at Lorenzo. I applied and Russ 
Grills hired me at something like 
$3.50 an hour. Somehow I managed 
to eke out a living on that measly 
pittance. 

By fall, Ann and her family had 

moved to Georgia and I stayed on 
in her position. A few years later, 
after taking a Civil Service exam, I 
was promoted to interpretive pro-
grams assistant and have been in 
that position ever since. 

I understand that you moved to 
Cazenovia when you were a young 
girl. Did you ever visit Lorenzo 
when you were young or think 
that you would be part of Loren-
zo’s history?

My dad died when I was nine so 
my mom returned to college and 
got her master’s degree at Syracuse 
University. She was hired as a trans-
fer counselor at Cazenovia College 
and we moved here in 1967. I don’t 
remember much about Lorenzo 
except that it was a big house at 
the end of the lake that always had 
scaffolding on it. In fact, it wasn’t 
until I worked for Mrs. Oakman 
that I fully grasped what Lorenzo 
was. Even then, I never imagined I 
would be working here. 

When I first starting working at 
Lorenzo, I still worked for Mrs. 
Oakman occasionally so I would 
go back and forth between the two 
homes and sometimes I would 
forget which house I was in. I think 
Mrs. Oakman was quite pleased 
that her “little one,” as she always 
called me, was taking care of her 
other ancestral home, Lorenzo.

Has the job changed over the 
years?

Of course, the job has changed 
over the years and much of that is 
due to budget matters at the state 
level, both good and bad. I have 
seen periods of time where there 
was plenty of money available for 
restoration, staff and programs – 
and times when we were lucky to 

have the doors open and someone 
to open them.

What are some of the events that 
you have overseen? Do you have 
any favorites? Are there events 
that have disappeared?

I have worked on “Christmas at 
Lorenzo” since my first year, and 
have organized it for most of the 
years that I have been here. In all 
this time, there have been two 
years when it wasn’t held. One year 
was so the main hallways could be 
prepared for wallpapering and the 
other when the fire suppression 
system was installed. 

My favorite event was the Syracuse 
Symphony concerts and the pre-
concert fundraising dinner on the 
lawn. It was always such a magical 
evening. During Cazenovia’s Bi-
centennial in 1993, I organized a 
Ledyard family reunion. Over 100 
Ledyard descendants from all over 
the country and Mexico and France 
attended the three-day event here. 
It was great fun!

 Over the years, I understand that 
CONTINUED ON pagE 15

Sharon Cooney’s career at Lorenzo has 
spanned 33 years. Photo by Jane Mistur.
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Return to Africa
By Carolyn S. Holmes

It is now September 10th, 1950, and Anna Hubbard 
Oakman, once more in Africa, is writing her daily let-
ter to her twin sister, Helen Ledyard Hubbard. This par-
ticular letter offers up an astute and incisive assessment 
of a famous man, Patrick 
Tracy Lowell Putnam, who 
had spent the last twenty-
five years at Epulu in the 
Ituri Forest in what was 
then known as the Belgian 
Congo now the Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo. 
It also offers up a bit of a 
mystery in terms of the 
larger context of this un-
usual, adventurous, and 
exciting man and place. 
Putnam first established 
Camp Putnam in 1933 
when he built his house 
with his first wife Mary 
Linder Putnam and mod-
eled it, in his own words, 
as a “dude ranch” like those 
of the American south-
west. He lived amongst the 
Mbuti Pygmies* and other 
local tribes, thus creating 
his own unique multiracial 
world.

Mrs. Oakman opened her letter by saying that she had 
been “in the Pygmy country of the Ituri Forest — Put-
nam’s Camp was an experience with many drawbacks, 
as to personal comforts, but it was nevertheless an 
experience that I will always remember with pleasure 
and am glad not to have missed it.” 

Imagine her arriving midafternoon to find “A lovely 
location on a bluff above the swift flowing Epulu 
River — We walked into the large living room, a large 
window pane less, of course for glass is superfluous 
in these climes, and two open doors on the far side 
looked out on a small stretch of lawn bordered by flow-
ers, then open forest on a slope to the river below. In 
the middle of the living room on a raised brick hearth 

a fire was burning, the smoke passing thru the thatch 
of the ceiling — and curled up on the hearth slept a 
Chimpanzee.” On the front lawn were two monkeys, a 
small antelope, and two guinea fowl. As she looked at 
the jungle the leaves parted and the rarely seen okapi 
peered out at her. She described them as having “large 
ears, beautiful big eyes and are broad between the eyes 
— Then their face tapers down to a delicate muzzle. 
Their hind quarters are striped like a zebra.”

In short order, they were 
shown their accommoda-
tions, a rondavel hut, the 
chimpanzee would fight 
fiercely with the dog, and 
the hostess — the third 
Mrs. Patrick Putnam, 
Anne Eisner wearing 
slacks and a safari jacket 
— would grow increas-
ingly worried as heavy 
rains and darkness ap-
peared, but her husband 
had not. He had gone out 
for bananas. She told Mrs. 
Oakman that, “Pat is in an 
old jalopy with no lights — 
He can’t walk — He has a 
heart condition and has to 
be carried – If he doesn’t 
come soon, I may call on 
you to help.” This did not 
sit well with Nickolas, the 
Oakman’s driver, as he 
had been pleased to have 

successfully gotten them off 
the wet forest roads before the storm had fully arrived 
there. Next Mrs. Putnam announced that the first hot 
tub was ready and Mrs. Oakman was urged by all to 
take her bath. This consisted of “a large tub of sorts 
contained boiling water, a drum of cold water with a 
dipper stood nearby, so that the bather could temper 
the bath to suit themselves, a chair with soap and a 
towel were nearby.” 

As she bathed, Mr. Oakman and Nickolas hurried out 
to find the missing Putnam. It is interesting to note 
that in 1950, Patrick Putnam the Lord and Master of 
Camp Putnam and the surrounding forest was 46, only 
two years older than Mrs. Oakman; while Walter Oak-

Anna Hubbard Oakman
photo courtesy Cazenovia Public Library

CONTINUED ON pagE 14
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From the archives
by Sharon Cooney,  
Interpretive Programs Assistant

The Peak Family Comes to Town
Just as many of us do today, the Ledyard family kept 
ticket stubs, menus, advertisements and the like as 
mementos of functions they attended. One such item 
in the archives is a flyer announcing an upcoming 
performance by the Peak Family Swiss Bell Ringers. 
According to a handwritten notation on the flyer, the 
concert was to be held on August 17, 1868, at Concert 
Hall on Lincklaen Street in Cazenovia. This “Peaked” 
my curiosity. Were they the 19th century version of the 
von Trapp Family Singers? 

It turns out the Peak Family Swiss Bell Ringers were 
from Medford, MA, and as American as apple pie. 
Their story began in the mid-1840s when they traveled 
to Maine and, while there, heard some Swiss bell ring-
ers who were with P.T. Barnum. These ringers, wanting 
to return to their homeland, were bought out by Wil-
liam Peak, who kept the title of Swiss bell ringers. Mr. 
Peak learned to bell ring in three months and taught 
the rest of his family the art. With the quick success of 
their group, the family divided into two. Mr. and Mrs. 
Peak and two of their children played concerts in the 
southern and eastern parts of the United States, while 
three other children played venues west of Ohio. The 
family’s singing and bell ringing purportedly earned 
them a million and a half dollars. By 1869, the Peaks 
stopped performing as a family and were scattered 

around the country. In his prosperous years, Mr. Peak 
gave thousands of dollars to his children and to char-
ity and lost $22,000 in gold speculation, but in 1885, 
Mr. and Mrs. Peak found themselves destitute and in 
the care of the Cortland County, N.Y., poor house, an 
unfortunate ending to a successful career.

Whatsit
by Jackie Vivirito

The hat-shaped sitz 
bathtub was used by 
both children and 
adults for what might 
today be considered a 
“sponge bath.” For the sake 
of modesty it was typical for 

ladies to leave a layer of their un-
dergarments on while bathing. 

This style tub was available 
for purchase from catalogs 

during both the 19th  and 
early 20th centuries. 

The painted tin model 
shown here is currently 

displayed in the west 
bathroom on the second 

floor of the mansion.



8  

Capital  
improvements 
continue
Each year, Lorenzo ben-
efits from a number of 
capital initiatives funded 
through the Central 
Region of NYS Parks, 
Recreation and Historic 
Preservation. Two of the 
initiatives this season have 
allowed for the prepara-
tion and painting of the 

Lorenzo carriage barn 
(visitor center), smoke-
house, and Church and 
South Cottages. We also 
received funding to repair 
and rebuild the far west 
end of the seriously dete-
riorated stone ha-ha wall 
along Route 20. Con-
structed in two sections, 
the smaller western-most 
portion in 1872 and the 
eastern section in 1892, 
the “ha-ha” wall made it 
possible to afford an un-
obstructed view from the 
mansion to the lake, while 
the stone wall was visible 
only from the turnpike 

(present-day Route 20). 
Restoration of the remain-
ing portions of the wall 
will occur in 2014 with a 
$150,000 grant made pos-

sible in Central Region’s 
capital budget through a 
Stewardship allocation of 
the NYS Environmental 
Protection Fund.

The docent corps
by Susan Anthony, docent co-Chair

In preparation for the October Docent Corps road trip 
to Hyde Hall in Cooperstown, I decided to research the 
Hyde Clarke family who, in 1817, began construction on 
the house. It quickly became a complicated task as the 
Clarke family has a long and rich history, and there were 
five George Hyde Clarkes who were directly involved 
with the project, and all retained major residences which 
were each named “Hyde Hall.” Comparatively speaking, 
navigating the Clarke family history made understand-
ing the lineup of Helens at Lorenzo a breeze. 

George Hyde Clarke (b. 1768) inherited thousands 
of acres of New York State land from his grandfather, 
George Hyde Clarke (b. 1676) who had been the British 
Colonial Lieutenant Governor of New York. Apparently, 
this bequest did not provide the younger Clark with an 
ideal setting for the home that he proposed building 
with surrounding parklands and beautiful vistas of dis-
tant water. In order to fulfill his dream, George bought 
an additional 600 acres of land overlooking Otsego Lake 
and constructed of his neoclassical country estate. 

Renowned Albany architect Philip Hooker was engaged 
to design the house, and in 1817 the first phase of con-
struction began on the south wing. Building took place 
in four distinct stages, and when the final stone was laid 

in 1833 the mansion was nearly 200 feet in length and 
contained almost 50 rooms clustered around an internal 
courtyard. Hyde Hall was inhabited by five generations 
of Clarkes until 1963 when New York State acquired 
the property for the development of Glimmerglass State 
Park. Today, Hyde Hall is operated by Hyde Hall, Inc. 
via a cooperative lease agreement with the NYS Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. 

A National Historic Landmark, Hyde Hall is undergoing 
an ambitious, on-going restoration effort. The magnifi-
cent historic site is open to the public as a house muse-
um and is decorated with original furniture, decorative 
arts and paintings. Part of the joy of visiting this house 
and its historic landscape is watching the restoration in 
progress.  

Stone mason George Heaney, of Stone Crow, rebuilds the west end of 
the ha ha wall.
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Curatorial 
Corner
by Jackie Vivirito,  
Curatorial Associate

Life’s Little  
Necessaries:  
Before Plumb-
ing at Lorenzo
When the Lincklaens 
moved into Lorenzo in 
the fall of 1808, they drew 
their water from wells and 
used chamber pots and a 
“necessary,” or outhouse. 
They performed their dai-
ly ablutions, washing and 
brushing their teeth, over 
a basin, in the privacy of 

their bedrooms. An 1822 
estate inventory, prepared 
following John Lincklaen’s 
death, lists washstands, 
“wash bowls and ewers,” 
chamber pots and “soaps” 
among the contents of the 
bedchambers. 

A persistent fear of bath-
ing from the Middle Ages 
when it was considered 
“deleterious” remained 
common until the 19th 
century when regular 
bathing again became 
popular. Mary Louise 
Burr Gibson was born 
in 1855 and grew up on 
a farm on the west side 
of Cazenovia Lake. She 
recalls bathing for the 
children as a Saturday 
night activity with new 
nightgowns being put on 
afterward. While in large, 

well-staffed 
households such 
as Lorenzo, 
once-a-week 
bathing would 
have been in 
the privacy 
of your own 
bedroom, in 
smaller house-
holds bathing 
was in or near 
the kitchen 
where the fire 
was always 
burning and hot 
water was close 
at hand. Even 
merchants typi-
cally included bathtubs 
with the kitchen accou-
trements in stores and 
catalogs.

In 1815, an addition 
was constructed at the 
rear of Lorenzo to serve 
as an open storage area 
for wood. It is believed 
that two indoor privies, 
currently closet space, 
were part of that early 
construction. This would 
have been in keeping with 
a new trend for facilities 
to be concealed from pub-
lic view and offer pro-
tection from inclement 
weather, while remain-
ing separate from living 
quarters.  An “easy chair” 
was listed on the 1822 
estate inventory for the 
Northeast Chamber, pre-
sumed to have been Mrs. 
Lincklaen’s room. Today 
this early 19th century, 
Sheraton-style commode 
chair is located in the 
Southeast Bedroom. The 

current toile slipcover was 
copied from a late 19th 
century one in Lorenzo’s 
historic collections. 
Beneath the slipcover is 
plain muslin upholstery 
thought to be original to 
the chair. 

John Lincklaen’s records 
indicate receiving a bill 
for the purchase of a 
sink on March 13, 1808. 
Ledyard Lincklaen’s 1856 
account entry notes the 
purchase of a sink as 
well. If these sinks were 
purchased for the house, 
they were probably slop 
sinks since at the time the 
mansion had no running 
water. Servants would 
have used buckets to haul 
water inside to wash the 
dishes and to discard 
wastewater outside. 

Lorenzo’s kitchen well was 
located at the southeast 
corner of the building, 
just off the kitchen wing. 
Today, there is a fountain 
in that location.

Easy Chair, listed on the 1822 inventory taken of John Lincklaen’s 
estate. Shown here with its slipcover and seat cushion removed to 
reveal the original muslin upholstery and commode.

This fountain currently sits on the site 
of former kitchen well at Lorenzo.
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Rippleton 
Schoolhouse 
News
by Kathleen Emerson,  
Summer Camp  
Coordinator

The Friends of Lorenzo 
hosted two weeks of sum-
mer camp at Rippleton 
Schoolhouse this season. 

The first camp was 
from July 8 – 12, and 
the theme was science. 
Students spent the days 
collecting and examining 
bugs and plant speci-
mens. Lessons included 

animal life cycles, insect 
anatomy, plant life cycles 
and tree identification. 
Students created clay 
models and recorded 
their findings in their 
field journals. Guest 
speakers included Amy 
Kochem, an environmen-
talist, and Patty Stimmel, 
a horticulturalist. 

Students also had a tour 
of the mansion, led by 
Susan Anthony, and dis-
covered the many historic 
objects and design motifs 
inspired by nature. And 
each day, pupils enjoyed 
many aspects of a typical 
19th century school day 
including games, history 
and traditions.

The second camp, with an 

art theme, was from July 
29 — August 2. Main-
taining the 19th century 
atmosphere, students also 
learned about famous 
artists and traditional 
techniques. 

Students enjoyed daily art 
history lessons, canvas 
painting, still life studies 
and perspective lessons. 
They walked downtown 
to draw the village build-

ings, created clay pots 
and sculptures, studied 
landscape in the beauti-
ful Lorenzo setting and 
learned about many of 
the wonderful paintings 
in the mansion. 

Bonnie Slocum taught 
the students basket weav-
ing. Students explored 
the use of oil pastels, 
paint, pencils, clay, print-
ing materials, and ink.
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A glimpse into  
slavery at Lorenzo
by Lindsay Erhardt-Hansen

Editorial Note: Lindsay was an active 
site volunteer and graduate intern at 
Lorenzo during the spring, summer 
and fall semesters of 2012. Her intern-
ship was completed for credit through 
Syracuse University as a requirement 
for the Certificate of Advanced Study 
in Cultural Heritage Preservation, 
and she graduated from SU in De-
cember 2012 with a master’s degree 
in museum studies. While at Lorenzo, 
Lindsay studied the slave history at the 
site in Madison County and Central 
New York.

Little is known about the slaves who 
resided at Lorenzo, and the current 
interpretive panel in the mansion is 
based on the very limited documen-
tation at the site. There is no doubt, 
however, that domestic slaves made 
the day-to-day operation of Lorenzo 
in all of its grandeur possible, and 
John and Helen Lincklaen depended 
upon a few slaves for the travails of 
daily life. Therefore, I believe we have 
a responsibility to these slaves to tell 
their story to the best of our ability. 

My project spawned from this no-
tion. Hence, I was charged with 
researching daily slave life at Lorenzo 
and slavery in the region as a whole, 
with hope of finding new informa-
tion about the Lorenzo slaves which 
could add to the interpretation at the 
site. My research took me to Syra-
cuse University’s Bird Library Special 
Collections and Onondaga Historical 
Association’s newspaper archives, and 
spurred me to browse local census 
records, talk with local and regional 
historians, and, of course, read a 

countless numbers of books on the 
subject. 

This project has been challenging, 
eye-opening and thought-provoking. 
Finding information on slaves is dif-
ficult because there just isn’t much 
recorded history in Central New 
York, and this holds true especially 
when researching individual slaves 
who were in the isolated north in 
the timeframe between 1807 and the 
1830s. Slavery was abolished in 1823 
in New York, which was one of the 
earliest states to do so. During this 
period, census records were just start-
ing to become important, but the in-
formation recorded was limited, and 
many times incomplete or wrong. 
Errors in spelling, coupled with the 
fact that many slaves were vaguely re-
corded as “other” or recorded without 
any personal information included 
contribute to the challenge in gather-
ing accurate information. 

My research has proved that there 
is little known about the three to 
four slaves who resided at Lorenzo, 
but I have deduced that after receiv-
ing their freedom they did not stay 
in Cazenovia or Madison County. 
This estimation comes from census 
records after 1820, which do not 
indicate their names as slaves or “free 
blacks.” I can also assume, like the 
previous research supported, that 
the slaves most likely held domestic 
duties inside the mansion. With as-
sistance and guidance from Sharon 
Cooney in the archives, I was able to 
study family letters that corroborate 
this notion. 

A few interesting speculations have 
come of my research in the archives, 
which include with fair certainty, that 
the slave Titus, previously thought 
to have resided at Lorenzo at the 
time of his emancipation, actually 
belonged to another prominent man 

in Cazenovia. This information was 
ascertained from letters by family 
members at Lorenzo indicating the 
sale of the slave and his eventual 
manumission. Another speculation is 
that one of his brothers also resided 
in Madison County and may have 
died in 1820 as a free black man. 
This information was derived from a 
death notice in The Pilot newspaper 
of Cazenovia.

Although this project proved to be 
challenging at times, with few results 
found pertaining to the individual 
slaves at Lorenzo, my research meth-
odology, the interviews I conducted 
with scholars and historians and the 
discoveries I made in local reposi-
tories afforded me the opportunity 
to create a bibliography and a ref-
erence binder for future research-
ers. Throughout this project, I also 
became more keenly aware that this 
very lack of recorded history adds 
to the notion that “history is written 
by the winners.” Slaves were obvi-
ously not part of the ruling class, and 
hence, much of their history has been 
lost and remains unknown. However, 
by researching which history has 
been recorded and piecing together 
the evidence, I was able to add 
somewhat to the information known 
about the slaves at Lorenzo.

Although slavery is a shameful aspect 
of our past and one which can be 
painful to discuss, it is important to 
preserve our history and remain as 
accurate and complete as possible 
in our interpretation. The history of 
the Lincklaen family and Lorenzo 
are of historical significance to the 
community and the development of 
Cazenovia. My research helped me 
to better understand that the slaves, 
both directly and indirectly, played an 
important role in that history. Invest-
ing the time in researching their story 
pays tribute to their contribution. 
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From the membership  
committee
The Friends of Lorenzo has been fortunate over many 
years to have a strong legion of loyal and generous mem-
bers committed to supporting our mission, and this year 
was no exception. During our 2012-13 annual member-
ship campaign, the Friends raised a total of $23,400 from 
our General, Lifetime and Business members. As always, 
the Friends wishes to thank all of its members for their 
ongoing support and generosity.  

Looking ahead, the Friends will continue to work with 
the Lorenzo site staff to support ongoing initiatives as 
well as identifying new projects to support. Since its 
inception, the mission of the Friends has been to support 
and enrich the preservation and interpretation of Loren-
zo State Historic Site by inspiring community involve-
ment and interest through programming, marketing and 
fundraising. From providing start-up project dollars, to 
leveraging additional funds, matching grant dollars, and 
fully under-writing programs, the Friends’ support has 

been critical in ensuring that Lorenzo State Historic Site 
is able to meet its operational, programmatic and capital 
goals. 

Were it not for the Friends financial support, many of the 
enriching community programs and special events that 
take place at Lorenzo would not be possible, including 
the Garden Gala and Christmas at Lorenzo.

The Friends of Lorenzo always welcomes new members! 
If you would like to become a member or know someone 
who would, contact Ainslie Ellis at ainslieellis@yahoo.
com or 315-751-7717.  Or for your convenience, a mem-
bership form has also been below.

FOL board members Leanne Burrell and Ainslee Ellis
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Tour Treasures
By Elizabeth Whiting,  
Historical Interpreter

Celluloid
In 1869, an Albany, N.Y., printer 
named John W. Hyatt developed 
and patented the world’s first com-
mercially successful semi-synth-
ectic thermoplastic. The moldable 
material was made from a combi-
nation of camphor, the crystalline 
resin from the heart of a particu-
lar evergreen tree, and collodin, 
a type of nitrated-cellulose sand 
highly flammable substance also 
called Pyroxlin. Hyatt called his 
invention “Celluloid,” a name 
devised by combining the words 
cellulose and colloid.

John Hyatt had no formal chemi-
cal training, but when he read 
an ad offering a $10,000 prize in 
gold for billiard balls not made of 
ivory, he started experimenting. 
Although elephant tusks had been 
traditionally used to make billiard 
balls, piano keys, combs, knives, 
umbrella handles, button hooks, 
brushes and more, the threat of 
extinction stirred reform. Game 
preservation laws were subse-
quently passed to end the kill-
ing of elephants in Africa which 
caused a shortage of ivory and the 
hunt was on for a substitute.

As a result, celluloid-type plastics 
became increasingly popular as 
an alternative to costly and elusive 
natural substances such as ivory, 
horn, amber and tortoise shell. 
Within the fashion industry alone, 
the faux-luxury materials were so 
realistic and affordable that they 
gained acceptability in the fabrica-

tion of jewelry, fashion accessories 
and hair ornaments. 

Fancy monogrammed items such 
as dresser sets and toiletry items 
were very popular and Lorenzo 
has several of these in the collec-
tion. Included in the Lorenzo sets 
are hand mirrors, hair brushes, 
clothes brushes, shaving brush, 
manicure tools, rouge pots, a but-
ton hook and a shoe horn. One of 
the dresser sets is monogrammed 
with the initials HLF, having be-
longed to Helen Fairchild. Anoth-
er set, pictured above, is featured 
in the Southwest bedchamber.

Printed political and advertising 
premiums, pinback buttons, pock-
et mirrors and keepsake items 
from 1890-1920 were also turned 
out by the thousands in celluloid. 
In addition, transparent sheet 
celluloid for decorative boxes, 
booklets and photo albums was 
ornately decorated by embossing, 
reverse painting and lamination. 

The toy industry capitalized on the 
use of thin celluloid sheets for the 
production of blow-molded dolls, 
animal toys and figural novelties. 

The development of the motion 
picture industry helped celluloid 
fill a unique identity all its own as 
it was used for the reels for camera 
film as well as in sheet form by an-
imation artists to drew cartoons.

By 1930, the use of celluloid began 
to decline dramatically. The intro-
duction of the cellulose-acetate 
plastic replaced the flammable 
pyroxylin plastic in jewelry and 
toys, and the development of non-
flammable safety film put an end 
to its use in the movies. 

Today, small amounts of the 
cellulose-nitrate plastic are still 
manufactured in Japan, France 
and Korea for specialty items such 
as musical-instrument inlay and 
designer fountain pens.

These late-19th century celluloid dresser items in the Southwest bedchamber of the 
mansion are monogrammed “SR” and are believed to have belonged to Eliphalet 
Remington’s father, Samuel.
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man was 65 and a visitor. It was rather ironic that the 
visitor was sent to save the host in his own neighbor-
hood. When she re-entered the living room she found 
it empty except that “the chimpanzee was asleep — I 
got a book from the shelf and settled down by the fire, 
on the opposite side from the chimp, the dog took 
another corner, and silence reigned supreme.” Un-
like Mrs. Putnam who had seemed quite scared by the 
chimpanzee, Mrs. Oakman bravely held her ground.

“Suddenly a voice said ‘Hello’ and a tall, thin bearded 
man (it has been said that Putnam resembled D.H. 
Lawrence) walked into the room closely followed by 
Walter, Mrs. P. and Nickolas — It was Mr. Putnam 
and they had made the trip without mishap — Mr. 
Putnam (an American too) is both a gentleman and a 
scholar, he has a charming voice, is an amusing con-
versationalist, knows more than any other white man, 
about the Pygmys of the Ituri Forest, but he has lived 
in this country for about 25 years and has tended to 
go a bit native – He is in delicate health too and has 
some ailment of either the heart or lungs which makes 
his breathing difficult — He can’t stand for long and 

can only walk short distances — He leads an ideal life 
however — for he can be carried everywhere in a tipoy 
chair — He is what is called an Agent Sanitaire for the 
Belgian government.” 

During her stay they learned much about the Mbuti 
as they watched them make their nets, their dye, their 
cloth from bark, climb trees, smoke their pipes, and 
build their fires. But as she tells us “the most interest-
ing part of our stay was going on a Pygmy Hunt…”

Author’s note: in the next issue of The Friends of 
Lorenzo newsletter, an exciting account of this “Pygmy 
Hunt” will follow. 

*Henry Morton Stanley coined this Greek word, first used by 
Homer in The Illiad (“…when the cranes escape the winter time 
and the rains unceasing and clamorously wing their way to the 
streaming Ocean, bringing to the Pygmaian men bloodshed and 
destruction” from the Fitzgerald translation Book 3, lines 1-7), 
to refer to these diminutive people is not polite, but there has not 
been a positive replacement to describe this group. Therefore I 
will refer to them as the Mbuti unless directly quoting from other 
writers. What distinguished the Mbuti and made them different 
from other groups was that they hunted with nets as big as 100 
feet long.

I found the book, The King 
of the World in the Land, to 
be fascinating reading that 
easily provided the larger 
context to Mrs. Oakman’s 
1950 letter. 

According to author Joan 
Mark, Patrick Putnam 
“would become the world’s 
leading expert on the 
pygmies and on the equato-
rial rain forest they inhabit 
in the northern part of 
the Belgian Congo, which 
today is Zaire.” Mark also 
references Grace Flandrau 
, an American journalist, 
who in 1927 described Put-
nam as “a young man who 
had grown an immense, 
curly beard and was a most 
charming and cultivated 
person … Also, this young 
man was very scornful of 

the so-called dangers of the 
tropics,” thus reinforcing 
Mrs. Oakman’s assessment 
of Putnam. Unfortunately, 
Putnam would die relatively 
young in the Belgian Congo 
in 1953 at the age of 49, “in 
despair and madness” from 
a disease “with a vague 
name, emphysema, and in 
his case no known cause,” 
according to Mark. 

The Camp Putnam that the 
Oakmans visited had been 
lovingly created by Putnam 
and his first wife Mary 
Linder Putnam, a landscape 
architect, who died of viral 
pneumonia after only a few 
years of marriage in 1937. 
Anne Eisner, the third Mrs. 
Putnam, an artist, met him 
in 1945, married him in 
1948, and so had only been 

at Camp Putnam for a rela-
tively short period of time 
in 1950. 

Even though Putnam 
always felt that Camp 
Putnam owed its continu-
ing success to his first wife 
Mary’s creative vision, 
Anne grew to be a good 
hostess for their continu-
ing cycle of paying guests, 
and Mark captures the 
essence of mealtime on 
one of these visits. “Dinner 
might be chicken broth, 
freshly caught fish, ante-
lope stew with wine, boiled 
and riced manioc, hearts 
of palm salad, local coffee, 
and pineapple, papaya and 
passion fruit,” she wrote. 
The hot bath Mrs. Oakman 
took would have been cour-
tesy of Prince Ferdinand of 

Liechtenstein who donated 
an Abercrombie and Fitch 
canvas shower bucket. 

Patrick Putnam lived a 
complex and in some ways 
contrary life full of plea-
sures and frustrations, 
and Mark offers a full and 
engaging portrait of this 
very troubled but fascinat-
ing man. In one of his last 
letters to his father before 
his death that Mark shares 
with her readers, Putnam 
reminded his father that 
he had written as a child 
“Patrick Putnam, King of 
the World” in his geography 
textbook. 

The King of the World in the 
Land of the Pygmies will 
be available this fall at the 
Cazenovia Public Library.

Return to Africa      From page 6

Author’s Note
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you have formed many friend-
ships. Explain your friendships 
with the family and any other 
friendships that you have devel-
oped while working at the man-
sion.

Over the years of working with the 
docents and Friends of Lorenzo, I 
developed many close relationships. 
There are a few that I’d like to men-
tion in particular. Janet Andrews 
served a period of time as docent 
chairperson. I learned so much 
from her, and she brought me a 
new appreciation for a variety of 
things. In particular, Janet was my 
“go-to” person if I wanted to know 
about Cazenovia people before my 
time. She always knew who was 
related to whom, where they lived, 
who their friends were. And she 
was a great cook. She was always 
bringing me samples from a new 
recipe or giving me jelly or pickles 
she had just made. I often referred 
to her as “my other mother.” 

Another person I have to men-
tion is former Friends of Lorenzo 
President Robin Biloski. We clicked 
from the first time she became 
involved with Lorenzo. We didn’t 
stop talking that first day and 
then I asked her where she went 
to college. Wouldn’t you know it – 
Potsdam, where I graduated from! 
That explains it all! It was a great 
friendship and one that we still 
have today, even though she lives in 
Tennessee.

Fitz and Theckla Ledyard, who 
summered in Cazenovia, are two 
people I have such a great affection 
for. They live year-round now in 
Bellevue, Washington, and I miss 
them so much. It wasn’t summer 
until they arrived for the season 

and I was always sad to come to 
work for the first few days when 
they returned to Washington after 
Labor Day. We still keep in touch 
via email and phone calls. 

Do you have a favorite room in 
the house? Which one and why?

My favorite room in Lorenzo is 
the formal dining room but when 
it was the library. It always felt so 
warm and comfortable in there. 
I was a little sad when the room 
was converted back to its original 
purpose as the formal dining room. 
However, a few of my favorite 
things in Lorenzo are in the main 
hall – the Boardman painting of 
Cazenovia and the tall case clock. 
I have always said that if ever there 
was a fire in the mansion, stand 
back because the Boardman is the 
first thing I will be racing to save.

Explain your work with the ar-
chives. Have the archives grown 
since you worked at Lorenzo?

Working in the archives is my 
favorite part of the job, but the one 
for which I had the least amount of 
time. When I first started at Loren-
zo, I was able to devote most of the 
winter to arranging, reading and 
describing the thousands of docu-
ments and photographs in the col-
lection. I don’t think any of us ever 
imagined there was so much of it! 
The family didn’t throw out much 
and the archives are jam-packed 
with all the minutiae that five gen-
erations of a family accumulates. As 
activity has grown at the site, other 
job duties have taken precedence 
and I haven’t been able to devote 
much time to the archives. 

As you were working with the 
archives, did you ever come across 

some favorite finds? For example: 
juicy letters, great images, sur-
prising facts learned.

I love looking at all the old photo-
graphs and have just begun scan-
ning them and identifying them. 
My favorites are of street scenes. 
There are a few documents that 
have provided surprises and one 
family secret that I will take to the 
grave with me!

Through all your transcriptions 
and research, what has been re-
vealed to you about Lorenzo that 
has been the most surprising?

I guess the most surprising thing 
would be that they kept EVERY-
THING! I’m sure that most of them 
never imagined that Lorenzo would 
someday be a museum, so I’m not 
sure why they kept some of the 
things they did. 

What are you most proud of at the 
site that you can call your own?

The development of the archives. 
When I first started only a few 
boxes of documents had been 
catalogued. Now there are nearly 
500 boxes and probably two-thirds 
have been catalogued, and mostly 
completed by me. 

What will you miss about the 
Lorenzo site?

I will miss being in the mansion. It 
is more of a home to me than my 
own home. I will miss looking at 
the lake every day. It’s something 
that I think I have taken for granted 
for all these years. What better view 
is there out of your office window 
than that? I will miss walking in the 
garden and out in the fields and just 
taking in the beauty that is Lorenzo. 

An Interview With Sharon Cooney      Continued from page  5



16  


