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Th e holiday spirit and sounds of Christmas at Lorenzo will once again be fi lling the air in Cazenovia this year beginning 
on Th ursday, December 2 with the annual Friends of Lorenzo Mansion Preview Party for members and member-guests. 
Public hours will then commence on Friday, December 10 from 7-9 pm for Christmas by Candlelight  and the festivities 
will continue on Saturday and Sunday, December 11 and 12 from 1-4 each afternoon. Horse-drawn sleigh rides (weather 
dependent) by Lamplit Farms, made possible by the Lorenzo Driving Competition and the Friends of Lorenzo, will be 
available during public hours.  Round-trip rides to the Rippleton Schoolhouse will also be featured during Sunday hours 
when 19th C crafts, refreshments and live music will be presented in this c. 1814 setting.     

With generous program support from Th e Friends of Lorenzo--and the artistry of volunteer decorators--the neoclassical 
mansion will be abounding in festive decorations throughout. And in the spirit of giving, more than 25 volunteer docents 
will be assisting staff  with tours. Father Christmas will once again greet patrons and invite them to enjoy spirited decorations 
by Dan McCann of Five Seasons, Susan Anthony, Nancy and Elizabeth Whiting, Jill Gates, Nancy Hook, Terry Cramer 
and Gary Johnson, Sara Mitchell and Wendy Van Der Bogart. Festive greenery and decorations throughout the site will also 
be provided by Th e Cazenovia Garden Club. A favorite among visitors, wassail will be served in the kitchen each day, and an 
array of holiday sweets from local restaurants will also be off ered. Another special feature of Christmas at Lorenzo this year 
will include the opportunity to sit for, and bring home, vintage-style photographs by Victorian Whispers during Saturday 
and Sunday hours. Proceeds from the sale of distinctive gifts and seasonal items from the Lorenzo gift shop will help to 
support future programs and projects at Lorenzo. 

Friday evening’s Christmas by Candlelight will feature the Belle Aire Handbell Trio ringing in the holidays; the John 
Rohde Jazz Trio will delight visitors with American holiday standards on Saturday; and the Bells and Motley Consort will 
off er the sounds of a “Merry Olde Christmas” on Sunday. A modest admission price is charged for a holiday visit to Lorenzo. 
By advance reservation, groups of 12 or more will also be welcomed for guided tours during available weekdays. For more 
information about Th e Friends of Lorenzo Mansion Preview Party or Christmas at Lorenzo, please call (315) 655-3200 or 
visit www.lorenzoNY.org. 

Happy Holidays to all from the Friends of Lorenzo!

                                                                                                                                                      

Christmas at Lorenzo 2010
and Friends Preview Party

Th is image, dated December 31, 1861, is the earliest known winter scene of Lorenzo. From the archives of Lorenzo State Historic Site.
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Letter From the President
by Lisa Brownback

Th e Friends of Lorenzo have had a very busy spring, summer and fall, hosting and 
sponsoring many fun events and activities at Lorenzo.

In June, the Friends hosted what has become a bi-annual Garden Gala in the formal 
gardens of Lorenzo.   After what started as a very wet day, the skies cleared and the evening 
turned spectacular just in time for the party.  We once again raffl  ed a dinner for eight in the 
gardens at Lorenzo, catered by Suzanne and Co. Sue and Jack Voss, who have both been 
extremely active volunteers at Lorenzo for over four decades, were the lucky winners of this 
special evening.  Th e night began with a tour of the mansion and was followed by a fi ve-
course dinner under a tent in the garden.  One of the guests said the only way to describe 
the evening was “magical.”   It is our hope to raffl  e this wonderful evening again - and I 
want to win!

Th is past July, children enjoyed life as a child would have in the late 1800’s at the Lorenzo 
Summer Day Camp.  Barbara Cook joined us once again as Miss Buckland, the teacher at 
the schoolhouse.  Th e children dressed in vintage clothing, ate appropriate food for that era, 
rolled candles, churned ice cream and had a ball.  Th is was the sixth consecutive successful 
year for the summer camp, which is funded by the Friends.

In August, the Friends again sponsored Movie Night, which this year featured “Singing in 
the Rain”. Families enjoyed this 1950’s fi lm on their blankets under the stars on the front 
lawn of Lorenzo.  Th e event was chaired by Casey Frazee.  Th e equipment for the evening 
was donated by Project Cafe and Rick Giff ord, of Distant Fog DJ Service.  Rick was kind 
enough to attend and lend his sound expertise as well. Th anks to Rick, this year attendees 
were able to view the fi lm all the way back by the concession stand.  Th e Brewster Inn sold 
picnic dinners for the occasion and generously contributed a portion of the proceeds to the 
Friends.  Shirley Temples, root beer, popcorn and candy you might fi nd in a theater in the 
1950’s was also available.  Again, we were fortunate to have another beautiful night.

Also in August, the Friends sponsored a lecture and formal English tea held in the garden 
of Lorenzo.  Roseanna Mihalick spoke on Vintage Linens and Hankies and each of the 
52 guests received a vintage hankie to take home. Diane Voss and Suzanne Phillips did a 
spectacular job chairing this wonderful afternoon. Everything looked beautiful, and the 
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Scenes from “Community Day,” September 26, 2010. More than 350 attended this free popular 
fall event featuring hay rides, pumpkin decorating, 19th C arts and crafts, live fi ddlin’ and 
dancing, schoolhouse lessons and fall refreshments. Photos courtesy Jane Mistur. 
 

Continued on page 11



by Barbara G. Bartlett
In both my capacity as director of Lorenzo, and previously as the 
Central Region restoration coordinator, it has been my privilege to 
work alongside the ranks of the archaeological, building conservation, 
collections management, conservation, curatorial, interpretive, 
research, exhibit design and fabrication and protective services staff  
at the Peebles Island Resource Center. Home to the headquarters of 
the Bureau of Historic Sites, the Resource Center provides technical 
assistance and program support to the 37 state historic sites and 
historic parks, and the 178 parks administered by the NYS Offi  ce of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. 

Since the Bureau’s inception in 1972, Lorenzo has benefi ted greatly 
from any number of projects, large and small, which have been fueled 
by the administrative, creative, intellectual and fi nancial assistance 
of Peebles Island. A sampling of project support this year includes 
painting and frame conservation of Th e Little Pilgrim, Upper Green 
Pond and Beckwith Bay (please note that all three of these works will 
be back on exhibit in time for Christmas at Lorenzo this December); 
editing and graphic design for our  upcoming fi ne arts brochure (to 
be printed with support from the Friends of Lorenzo); design and 
fabrication for our new visitor center a.v. installation (with equipment 
purchased by the Friends of Lorenzo); design and fabrication of  
the ’11-’12 Pastimes and Pleasures exhibition and new visitor center 
orientation panels (with additional funding from the Friends of 
Lorenzo); the photographic documentation of our fi ne arts collection 
and a portion of our furniture collection; fabrication of historic 
dress for Barbara Cook as  Miss Buckland; archaeological testing in 
anticipation of a  new staff /volunteer restroom to be constructed in 
the rear of the Mansion; conservation and collections management consultation for on-going environmental challenges; 
sponsorship of a day-long housekeeping workshop; enhanced website coverage for Lorenzo on the Agency website; and a 
building preservation consultancy for the historic concession pavilion at Chittenango Falls State Park. 

Despite the present economic vagaries, and the recent loss of 12% of the professional personnel at the Resource Center 
through retirement, our professional relationship with Peebles Island continues to sustain our operations and programs. And 
with the support of our Central Region administration and the strong  presence of our not-for-profi t affi  liate, the Friends of 
Lorenzo, we have much to be thankful for during these challenging times. 

Letter from the Director
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Visitor center monitor and bench installation by Peebles 
Island for viewing the new 15-minute historic landscape 
video.

Left: Resource Center conservators Michele Philips and Deborah Trupin examine a collection piece during a recent workshop they conducted at 
Lorenzo. Right: recently conserved by Peebles Island, “Upper Green Pond” view of Green Lakes, painted (c. 1848) by William Boardman for 
Ledyard Lincklaen at a price of $12, will once again be on view in the family dining room beginning this December.
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Every home has a tale to tell.  And when a home is passed 
down from generation to generation, its memories are 
bestowed upon its heirs.  Th ose generations then become 
stewards not only of the house and home, but of those 
memories that preserve its past. 
 
For more than 200 years, Lorenzo has sat quietly and 
proudly on the low rise at the south end of the Cazenovia 
Lake. Now a state historic site, its past is preserved forever, 
but not all its stories 
have been publicly 
chronicled, and 
Lorenzo may even 
hold a few secrets 
still.
 
Most of us reading 
this article are 
familiar with 
the story of John 
Lincklaen. In 1792, 
he wrote in his 
journal, “situation 
superb….fi ne land,” 
as an agent of the 
Holland Land 
Company charged 
with surveying 
Company holdings. 
We are familiar with 
his arrival and subsequent settlement of Cazenovia as well 
as the construction of Lorenzo on that fi ne land.  But what 
about the ensuing years and generations of Lincklaen/
Ledyard family members? 
 
I had the unique opportunity to spend an afternoon with 
Th eckla and Richard Fitzhugh “Fitz” Ledyard.  Fitz is the 
last living member of the Jonathan Ledyard (brother of 
the afore-mentioned Helen Ledyard Lincklaen) bloodline 
to have lived at Lorenzo, and he and his wife Th eckla are 
enthusiastic stewards of Lorenzo’s memories. Now both 
in their eighties, Th eckla and Fitz hold a deep reservoir of 
wonderful stories and the rich history of this remarkable 
family.
 
Th ese two truly delightful individuals fi lled my afternoon 
with story after story of the Ledyard family and its 
contributions to our town of Cazenovia and beyond. 
For more than 20 years, Th eckla and Fitz have been 
returning to Cazenovia for summer vacation from their 
home in Seattle, Washington where their 3 children and 8 
grandchildren live today. Together, with their 14-year-old 
Vizsla Hungarian Pointer, Buddy, we walked the grounds of 
Lorenzo, as they try to do daily, and talked about life in one 
of Cazenovia’s most famous landmarks.
 
Fitz was born in Brooklyn, New York in 1927. In 1938, 
at the age of twelve, he was sent to Cazenovia after 

An Afternoon with Fitz and Th eckla Ledyard
by Mary Beth Kuhn, Trustee

an appendix operation to recuperate and stay with his 
grandfather George Strawbridge Ledyard, Jr. George lived in 
what was then called the Colgate Cottage which sat on the 
edge of Lorenzo’s property at the intersection of Route 20 
and Rippleton Road; that property is now privately owned. 
Fitz and his grandfather got along so well, Fitz stayed and 
attended Cazenovia High School for a short time—and then 
he lived in the mansion while on breaks from Dartmouth 

College.
 
While in high school, 
Fitz’s great Aunt Jane 
Ledyard Remington 
and her husband 
Uncle Eliphalet, 
“Uncle Lite” as he 
was called, were 
the last true owners 
of Lorenzo.  Fitz 
remembers them 
fondly as proper 
Victorians who 
“dressed” (black tie) 
every night for dinner 
even when dining 
alone.  
 
Fitz’s favorite story 
of his Aunt Jane 

is one involving his 
father Richard. When Richard and his sister Ruth were 
young teenagers, they came up for a couple of weeks to 
stay with Aunt Jane and Uncle Lite.  His father recalls their 
intimidation with fi nger bowls and servants. “Th ey were 
scared to death they would do something wrong,” he said. 
“So they were having dinner the fi rst night and Uncle Lite 
said to Aunt Jane, ‘Jenny, would you care for another fi sh 
cake?’ and she said, ‘I think that would be lovely’, and so he 
picked up the Fish cake with a silver serving fork, fl ipped it 
the length of the table where she grabbed it and put in on 
her plate.”  His father said that was the end of the tensions. 
“Th ey knew how to break the ice,” says Th eckla with a 
twinkle in her eye. “Black-tie dinner every night was enough 
to scare anyone.”
 
Fitz told another story of “crazy” Victorian protocol. When 
Fitz’s cousin Wolters lived with their Aunt Jane and Uncle 
Lite for a time, he would recount this story. Wolters Ledyard 
was a young teenager walking into town when his Uncle 
Lite drove past and noticed he had his hands in his pockets. 
“Uncle pulled over and took Wolters home and had the 
maids sew up all the pockets. He was told gentlemen do not 
walk with their hands in their pockets,” Fitz recalled.  
 
Following Mrs. Remington’s death in 1953, a New York 
bank held the estate in trust while the nine heirs worked out 
a plan to divide the estate. It was agreed George Ledyard, 
Fitz’s grandfather, would be granted life residency at the 

Fitz and Th eckla Ledyard at Lorenzo, August 2010. Photo courtesy Gene Gissin.
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mansion. He then moved his wife Annie Keast up from Brooklyn and into Lorenzo where she would assist in the management 
of the property.  
 
Known to the town folk as “Gentle George,” he was said to be the last of the true gentlemen. “He tipped his hat to every 
women he passed,” Th eckla said. “He was a kind man.”  She recalled that, “George never had a crick in his neck or a pain in 
his back.” Th at’s because George would hang from a suspended trapeze outside the mansion every day.  “In inclement weather, 
he would swing in the barn,” she said. George Ledyard died on October 27, 1967, at the age of 92. 
   
Th ough the Ledyard family lived in what would appear to be a bygone age of grandeur, a deep sense of community 
responsibility was woven into the family fabric. Fitz is quick to point out how his family always helped other when and where 
they could. 
 
Jonathan Ledyard who built the Meadows in 1827, now a privately-owned home just across Route 13 from Lorenzo’s property, 
was George Ledyard’s grandfather. “Jonathan handed out money everywhere,” Th eckla said. “He also donated the equipment 
to the Ledyard Hose Company which would become the Cazenovia Fire Department.”   Helen Ledyard Hubbard, Jonathan 
Ledyard’s granddaughter, had a standing order with the town barber to keep track of any families unable to aff ord turkeys at 
Th anksgiving or coal and fi rewood during the winter months. Th ese folks would all be “quietly provided for”, said Th eckla.
   
Fitz also spoke of another Ledyard family member, John Ledyard, the distinguished traveler who was commissioned by 
then Ambassador Th omas Jeff erson to explore a Northwest passage for the American Fur Trade in the late 18th century. He 
was also the fi rst white man to attend Dartmouth College, then an Indian Missionary School. Captain Youngs Ledyard of 
the Connecticut militia, who was mercilessly slain in the revolutionary war, after a courageous defense of Fort Griswold, 
Connecticut in 1781 was another distinguished family member.
 
Given all that is written and interpreted about the Lincklaen-Ledyard family, I had to ask if there was anything that the public 
might not know. Does Lorenzo still hold any secrets? Fitz smiled 
the smile of someone who knows something no one else knows.  “In the desk in the offi  ce, there is a secret drawer. Aunt Jane 
knew where the drawer was but never shared the information with my grandfather,” he said. No one knows what was kept or 
is kept in that drawer. “As a child, I spent hours under that desk looking for the secret drawer,” recalls Fitz.  To this day, he has 
never found it.
 
So as our afternoon drew to an end—and just a few short weeks away from their return to Washington, I actually wished I 
didn’t have to say goodbye to this charming couple or their dog Buddy. Our visit spurred within me a renewed interest in the 
grand bookend to our town that is Lorenzo. What a rich and wonderful tale Lorenzo has to tell and well worth revisiting if 
only to look at the secret desk. My mind is whirling with possibilities.

We should all be comforted knowing Th eckla and Fitz love to share their memories and that those stories have been handed 
down to the next generation, and to the Cazenovia community where I am sure there are stewards in waiting.

Editor’s note: Sadly, Fitz and Th eckla’s beloved Buddy died soon after Mary Beth interviewed Fitz and Th eckla for this profi le.

Fitz and Th eckla with their faithful dog Buddy in the formal garden. Photo courtesy Gene Gissin.
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Ellen Shipman Formal Garden Provides Dramatic 
Backdrop for Friends of Lorenzo Summer ‘10 Activities

Ginny Spingarn, Bill Carroll and Trustee 
Stephanie Hunt at the June Garden Gala. 
Photo courtesy Leanne Burrell.

Gala guests are welcomed by Vice President 
Chris Jenner. Photo courtesy Leanne Burrell.

Bob Constable and Marjie Tormey 
enjoying the Gala evening.
Photo courtesy Leanne Burrell.

Gala goers Anne Doherty and Susie Johnson 
share a laugh. Photo courtesy Leanne Burrell.

Gala raffl  e winners and longtime Lorenzo 
volunteers, Jack and Sue Voss entertain their 
guests before dinner in August.

An elegant 5-course meal for the Voss party 
was catered by Suzanne Phillips (right), 
with help from her daughter-in-law 
Maureen Phillips.

Trustee Jane Mistur and her mother 
enjoying their afternoon tea at the “Vintage 
Linens and Hankies Tea.”

Sydney Regan, guest presenter  Roseanna 
Mihalick and Priscilla Arthur stroll the 
garden after the Tea.

More than 50 guests enjoyed a full 
English Tea in the garden and receiving 
complementary vintage hankies to take home.
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Please make your check payable to the Friends of Lorenzo and mail with this form to:
 The Friends of Lorenzo, Attn.: Membership, P.O. Box 4, Cazenovia,  NY  13035

Name __________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City / State / Zip__________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home _________________________  E-Mail __________________________

Membership categories: •Regular $35_____     •Contributing  $50_____     •Benefactor Renewing $75_____

•Sustaining $100_____     •Patron $150_____     •Sponsor $250 & up_____

____My employer has a matching gift program; the “double your giving” form is enclosed from my company.

____I would prefer to receive my Friends of Lorenzo newsletter by e-mail. My e-mail address is included above.  

Membership News
by Sarah Webster, Membership Chair

Th is year, we celebrate the 35th anniversary of the establishment of the Friends of Lorenzo.  Since its inception, the mission of 
the Friends has been to support and enrich the preservation and interpretation of the Lorenzo State Historic Site, by inspiring 
community involvement and interest through programming, marketing and fundraising.  It is our goal, in concert with New 
York State, to initiate, support and supplement the many programs and restoration eff orts at Lorenzo, yet our involvement to 
achieve this goal has grown increasingly the past few years.

Th e State of New York is in the midst of an extreme fi nancial crisis, unlike any experienced in modern times.  Th e State is 
cutting funding to many programs that it has previously sponsored, and this has had a signifi cant impact on our cherished 
local landmark.  For example, last year, the magical tradition of Christmas at Lorenzo was in serious jeopardy until the 
Friends stepped in and off ered to help bridge the funding gap.  To ensure that this tradition lives on this year, the Friends 
have once again pledged to assist with staffi  ng and decorations for Christmas at Lorenzo this December.

Of great concern also, are the overall operational and personnel budgets that have been drastically reduced.  Th ese cuts, 
including the lack of funding for the education coordinator position, have seriously aff ected Lorenzo’s ability to provide 
interpretive and outreach programming it once off ered.  Th e list of potential adverse changes is long, and accordingly, the 
pressure on the Friends to off er greater fi nancial assistance is growing.

Th erefore, this year we are hoping to signifi cantly increase our membership revenue, which is the largest source of income in 
our budget.  Not only will we be targeting a broader base reaching out to new members, but we are off ering two additional 
incentives to our current members to increase their annual giving.  

•2010 members increasing their 2009 dues by $25 will receive 2 visitor passes to the Seward House Museum in Auburn, NY.  
Th e Seward House was home to the family of William H. Seward, US Senator and Secretary of State to Presidents Abraham 
Lincoln and Andrew Jackson.  It is another local gem, much like Lorenzo.
•2010 members who increase their 2009 dues by $50 will receive the 2 visitor passes to the Seward House Museum, plus a 
complimentary invitation to a private and special reception during the 2010 season.

So, watch for your Friends of Lorenzo membership renewal letter in the mail.  Remember that your ongoing support of the 
Friends is greatly appreciated now more than ever before.  If you know of someone who would like to become a member or if 
you would like to provide a friend or family member with a gift membership for the holidays, please contact Sarah Webster at 
655-8632
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From the Archives
by Sharon Cooney, Interpretive Programs Assistant

OUT OF THE ARCHIVES, INTO THE KITCHEN

Recently I was presented with a copy of the late Janet Andrews’s favorite 
recipes, painstakingly compiled by her daughter, Christine Dascher.  Th is 
was a real gift as, for those of us who remember Janet know, she was an 
excellent cook.  Most of the recipes came from friends and family and were 
handwritten on a card or they were clipped out of a newspaper or magazine.  
And even though I will try many of the recipes, I know they will never be as 
tasty as when Janet made them.  

Sharing recipes and passing them down has been going on for generations 
and the Ledyard family was no exception.  Several handwritten collections 
of recipes by various Ledyard women can be found in the archives at 
Lorenzo.  In my early years at Lorenzo, on the weekends we fi red up the old 
wood stove in the kitchen, baked one of these recipes, and shared the results 
with visitors at the end of a tour.  Th ere were successes and failures along 
the way.  One of those successes was for Sponge Cake, a recipe that was in 
each handwritten cookbook at Lorenzo beginning in the 1850s.  Using only 
four ingredients – eggs, sugar, fl our and lemon it was simple and delicious.  
A note about this recipe by Helen Fairchild advised that the cake should 
“never be cut, but instead break or tear it.”  Of course, the biggest challenge 
in our preparation was translating the directions into today’s baking ways.  

Each collection of recipes includes medicinal cures and household remedies 
such as Jane Strawbridge Ledyard (1793-1855)’s Blackberry Syrup.  In 
fact, a few bottles of this “medicinal” concoction, until recently, were 
stored in the basement of Lorenzo.  “Cover the blackberries with molasses 
and set them in the sun until they ferment.  Simmer them gently over the 
fi re, strain, and to each quart of the liquid add one gill (note: a gill was 
about ½ cup) of good French brandy.  Bottle and cork lightly.  A wineglass full may be taken at once and repeated as often as 
necessary.”   While this may have cured a cough, it may have caused a headache if “repeated as often as necessary”. 

Mrs. Fairchild’s cookbook is full of menus from aff airs she attended as well as hosted.  Charles Fairchild’s tenure as Secretary 
of the Treasury during President Grover Cleveland’s fi rst term provided the occasion for the Fairchild’s to host many dinners 
in their New Hampshire Avenue home in Washington DC.  On February 25, 1888, they entertained the Senate Committee 
on Finance.  Among the dishes on the menu were red snapper, oyster patty, aspic of foie gras, terrapin, ham, caulifl ower with 
cheese, and for dessert, pudding.  Mrs. Fairchild noted that they opened eight bottles of champagne, two bottles of sherry, 
two bottles of white wine, two bottles of table claret, two bottles of fi ne claret, and a few other bottles.  

Old recipes and household remedies have withstood the test of time and refl ect a generation’s way of life.  While our methods 
of preparing them have changed, we still appreciate an old family recipe.
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Across the generations, “sponge cake” was a favorite, as can 
be seen in the above menu listing by Helen Fairchild for a 
July 1882 garden party at Lorenzo. From the archives  of 
Lorenzo State Historic Site.

Board Update
by Lisa Brownback, President

We are excited to welcome Carolyn Benzing to the Board of the Friends.  She will be taking over the position of Treasurer 
from Hanni Kmetz. Carolyn moved to the area two years ago.  She is a CPA and currently works in the fi nance department 
of the Turning Stone Casino. Th ankfully we are not saying goodbye to Hanni.  She will remain on the board, however, in a 
diff erent capacity.   

Finally, on behalf of the Friends of Lorenzo Board we would like to off er our sincerest condolences to the Stehle Family.  
Dot Stehle passed away this past June after a bout with cancer.   Dot was extremely active in the community.  Among Dot’s 
many volunteer contributions, she and her husband Don Stehle served for over seven years as joint treasurers of the Friends of 
Lorenzo.  She will truly be missed.



Curatorial Corner
by Jackie Vivirito, Curatorial Associate

Winter Life in Cazenovia

With the exception of Ledyard Lincklaen’s family, Lorenzo’s residents spent at least part of their winters away from Cazenovia. In 
his Annals of Cazenovia 1793–1837, John Lincklaen’s clerk Samuel Forman wrote that Lincklaen always wintered in New York and 
Philadelphia. Following their 1871 marriage, Helen and Charles Fairchild, along with her mother Helen Clarissa Lincklaen, only sum-
mered at Lorenzo, as his career took them to Albany, New York, and Washington, D.C. On May 15, 1884, the Cazenovia Republican 
reported, “Mrs. [Helen Clarissa] Lincklaen is at home for the season, having spent the winter in New York and Utica.” The Reming-
tons wintered at their cottage in Pinebluff, North Carolina. 

Despite cold, snowy winters, Cazenovia’s year-round residents managed to enjoy numerous outdoor diversions. They traveled by 
sleigh over snow-packed roads and built fi res for picnics in lean-tos. Photographs in the Lorenzo archives capture activities such 
as impromptu sleigh races, ice skating, snowshoeing, tobogganing, and cross-country skiing.  On Friday, January 2, 1863 Jane 
Remington’s brother, George S. Ledyard, Sr., noted in his diary that the weather in Cazenovia was mild with no snow and dry 
ground.  The skating on the lake was excellent.  There was a Skating Carnival that evening with “nearly a thousand people on the 
ice.  Many were in costume and some with masks, torches, etc.  There was also a grand bonfi re.”

 

Th e above is an excerpt from Lorenzo’s new exhibit, Pastimes & Pleasures: A Glimpse into the Art of Leisure at Lorenzo! 
On view through the end of the 2011 visitor season, this exhibit takes a fascinating look at the favorite pastimes of Lorenzo’s 
residents and showcases an abundance of lesser viewed items from the collections including historic photographs, sketches 
by family members and travel souvenirs! Also, join us for the Pastimes & Pleasures Specialty Tour off ered at 2pm on the 
last Sunday of each month throughout the visitor season.  Generous support for this exhibit was provided by Th e Friends of 
Lorenzo, Th e Natural Heritage Trust and Peebles Island Resource Center.
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By the late 19th century women were also participating in winter sports.  Fashion was even changing to 
accommodate these new activities with shortened or split skirts being worn so as not to drag in the snow.  Seen here 
snowshoeing on Cazenovia Lake, c. 1895, are from left to right:  Julia Burden and Jane Remington’s sisters, Helen 
Hubbard and Molly Ledyard. 
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Th e Docent Corps
by Susan Anthony, Docent Co-chair

Th e Lorenzo Docent Corps continues to grow in numbers 
and in knowledge of Lorenzo. Monthly meetings have 
concentrated on the generations of major owner-families 
who occupied the mansion during its time as a private 
home. Although Lorenzo is interpreted to the Fairchild, or 
third era of family occupancy, the other generations have 
all played a role in the development of the mansion, the 
collections and the landscape, and serve as a backdrop for 
our presentations to visitors. Importantly, our November 
meeting introduced the staff  who lived and worked at 
Lorenzo, and an understanding of those individuals and 
families provides a diff erent perspective on life at Lorenzo. 

“Christmas at Lorenzo” will be staged from December 
10-12, and the decorators will once again work their magic 
with enthusiasm and talent. Tours for groups of 12 or 
more during December will also be available by advance 
reservation; please contact Jackie Vivirito at 655-3200. 
Th roughout “Christmas at Lorenzo,” the rooms will sparkle 
with the joy of the season and the smiles of the docents.

As always, the docents welcome guests and prospective members at each meeting. Training will also be provided for new 
docents at any time during the year. Please call Sharon Cooney (655-3200) or me (655-8766) to answer any questions you 
may have about the Lorenzo Docent Corps.

Several docent members recently spent a beautiful October day enjoying 
lunch and a “Gems Along the Mohawk” cruise in Herkimer.

food received rave reviews.  Th e guests dined on gruyere cheese gougeres, tomato cups with shrimp salad, orange cranberry 
scones, lemon curd tarts with crème Chantilly and much more.  Of course, the beverage served was tea. Many thanks to all of 
the volunteers who helped to make this delightful afternoon a success.

Th e Friends’ 9th annual Community Day, once again  was a big success.  Th is free event is an opportunity for today’s 
families to enjoy activities popular with families in the 1880’s.   Th e children decorated pumpkins with garden cuttings and 
treasures found in forests and fi elds.  Th e pumpkins were very generously contributed by Golub’s – “Our Farm.”  Th e families 
made yarn dolls, rolled candles, walked on stilts and much more.  Jan and Mark Woodworth of “Lamp Lit Farms.” once 
again provided hayrides that were kindly donated by Th e Lorenzo Driving Competition. Bob and Eileen Nicholson and Tom 
Hodgins were back with their live music for families to dance to or just enjoy.  Many thanks also to Johnny Appleseed for 
donating their delicious apples. Beth Carroll and Mary Beth Kuhn outdid themselves as chairs of this popular event. 

We are looking forward to a busy winter and I hope to see everyone at the Christmas Preview Party on Th ursday, December 
2nd.  I have heard some chatter about what is planned and it promises to be more special than ever.  

“Letter From the President” from page 2

Name:               

Address:           City / State / Zip:      

Telephone:      Email Address:         

Please list specifi c skills, knowledge or experience that you feel will enhance your skills as a docent, and indicate if you 
are interested in the Lorenzo archives, museum store, collections or education and tours.
              
              

Please return to Sharon Cooney, Lorenzo State Historic Site,17 Rippleton Road, Cazenovia, NY  13035

New Docent & Volunteer Sign-up Form
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Schoolhouse News
by Barbara Cook, Schoolhouse Educator

Lorenzo Summer Camp 2010 was a whirlwind of activity 
and weather.  Th is year 16 girls and 1 boy attended camp.  
Th ey spent the week learning that almost everything done 
in the 1880’s is diffi  cult and takes time and care. 

On Monday they 
had an informative 
tour of the mansion 
led by Jackie Vivirito 
which gave them a 
solid background for 
the week ahead when 
the campers went to 
the Visitor Center 
and participated in a 
treasure hunt.  Th ey 
also went into the 
laundry, in the back 
of the mansion, and 
drew pictures of their 
favorite objects in the 
mansion.  Th ey enjoyed 
the map activity, 
too—and their favorite 
thing in the laundry 
was the dog crate.  Th ey 
remarked about how 
very diff erent, yet similar, 
the dog crate was to ones 
today. A special thank you 
to Jackie for letting us borrow the mystery items from the 
mansion.
 
We were fortunate to have several talented crafters come 
and share their knowledge with the campers.  Ruth Roickle 
came two days to help the campers each sew a nine- square 
quilt.  Th reading the needles was a real challenge.  Th eir 
fi nished quilts were all unique and lovely.  

Janet Lamb came on Tuesday afternoon and talked about 
candles.  Th e boys and girls got to hand dip candles.  
After 20 trips around the circle (which meant 20 dips) the 
candles were done.  Th ey were also given a candle from a 
mold.  Mrs. Lamb had several interesting antique candle 
molds to show.  Don Micklon brought all of his tools and 
demonstrated the making of oval, wooden Shaker boxes.  
Th e campers got to see the wood steamed so that it would 
bend around the mold.  Th ey learned that the process 
had more steps than we could count.  It was tedious 
and time-consuming work.  On Th ursday, Mary Jeanne 
Bialas brought her Victorian-era costumes to camp.  She 
had so many interesting (and some embarrassing) things 
to tell the campers about life during the Victorian Age.  
Underwear and head lice were two topics that amazed 
them.  Everyone decided that taking a bath once a month 

Th e summer camp class of 2010 poses for a group photo after learning about 19th 
Century customs and dress with Mary Jeanne Bialas of Victorian Whispers.
 

was not such a good idea.  Alice Fairbanks paid the campers a 
visit and talked about her one-room schoolhouse experiences.  
Th ere were a lot of questions, and the girls were appalled to 
learn that she did not go “back to school” shopping!  I’m sure 
her two summer camp-attending granddaughters liked having 

her come, too.

Stacia Derdzinski 
is working on her 
Masters in Education 
at Cortland State.  
She hopes to teach 
adolescent English 
education.  She 
taught the campers 
about journaling.  
Th ey listened to 
several published 
passages and had the 
opportunity to write 
journal entries of their 
own.  Many girls read 
one of their pieces at 
the end of the week.  

Th e week was hot, 
humid and yes, 
it rained, but we 
accomplished a lot.  It 
would not have been 

possible without the help of my three high school volunteers.  
Sean Maliga and Anna Tepper were back for a second year 
with me.  Th ey did so many things for us without even having 
to be told. Sean did a great job telling ghost stories in the Dark 
Isle.  Th is was Taylor Campbell’s fi rst summer with us.  She 
brought a new level of fun to the group.  Other than their 
schoolhouse tasks, their favorite job was driving the golf cart. 
Th ank you to all of them for their help and friendship this 
summer. 

Th e fi nal day brought a steady downpour but we had ice cream 
(well, really ice cream soup).  Th e campers did an amazing job 
reciting their poems for their parents.  It was a great end to a 
great week.  

I am enjoying the rest, now that camp is over, but I will 
be back next year with a whole new set of activities and 
presenters.  Stop in and see us at work and play next summer!!  

A special thank you to Barb Bartlett, Diane Voss, and all of 
the Maintenance staff !!! 



 
Friends of Lorenzo 
P.O. Box 4 
Cazenovia, NY 13035 

Non-profit Org. 
US. Postage 
PAID 

Cazenovia, NY, 
Permit #41 

Christmas  
by Candlelight  

Family  
Christmas Day 

Christmas at Lorenzo, December 16-20 Christmas at Lorenzo 
~  2010  ~ 

                                                                                                                                                    

                                • Friday, December 10, 7-9 PM

• Saturday & Sunday, December 

                                                     11 & 12, 1-4 PM 
And don’t forget to visit the Lorenzo gift shop for a  variety of unique gift-giving ideas! 

  Sensational decorations; live festive music; horse- 
drawn sleigh rides; tasty holiday treats and much more! 
An admission fee is charged. Please note that during the 
month of December, weekday tours for groups of 12 or 
more are available by advance reservation only. Please
call (315) 655-3200 for more information. 

And don’t forget to visit the Lorenzo gift shop for a  variety of unique gift-giving ideas!
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