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          by Mary Beth Kuhn
     Oh Joy Joy! It is that time of year again! Th e holiday sights and sounds will soon be wrapping  
      their way around homes throughout Cazenovia, while the spirit of giving will once again bedazzle  
      our beautiful Lorenzo.  Beginning on Th ursday, November 29th, Th e Friends of Lorenzo will host  
     its annual Mansion Preview Party for members and member-guests.  Th e public may begin 
     viewing the spritely decorated Mansion on Friday, December 7, from 7-9 pm for Christmas by 
     Candlelight, and the festivities continue on Saturday and Sunday, December 8th and 9th, from 
1 – 4 pm.  Sleigh bells will be heard as in yesteryear as horse-drawn sleigh rides (weather permitting) will be hosted by 
Lamplit Farms, made possible by the Lorenzo Driving Competition and Th e Friends of Lorenzo.  Round-trip rides to the 
Rippleton Schoolhouse will be featured during Sunday hours when 19th century 
crafts and delicious refreshments will be presented in this c. 1814 setting.

Th is year’s theme is “All Creatures Great and Small.” And with the generous 
support of volunteers and local decorators, Dan McCann of Five Seasons, 
Fayetteville, Wendy VanDerBogart,  Elizabeth Whiting, Nancy Whiting, Karen 
Hill, Susan Anthony, Sara Mitchell, Terry Crammer, Gary Johnson and Jill 
Gates, the neoclassical Mansion will be transformed into a spectacular holiday 
wonderland. 

Festive sounds will fi ll the air during Christmas by Candlelight on Friday, 
December 7th featuring the CNY Jazz Trio.  On Saturday, December 8th, the 
Belle Aire Handbell Trio will certainly get you into the holiday spirit, and Bells 
and Motley will round out the experience on Sunday, December 9th. 

Additionally, new this year, the Open Hand Th eater will feature their Snow 
Queen character here during Christmas at Lorenzo during candlight hours.

A modest admission price is charged for a holiday visit to Lorenzo.  By advance 
reservation, groups of 12 or more will also be welcomed for guided tours during 

available December 
weekdays.  For more 
information about Th e 
Friends of Lorenzo 
Mansion Preview Party or 
Christmas at Lorenzo, please 
call Lorenzo at (315) 655-3200. 

A special feature of Christmas at Lorenzo this year is a raffl  e featuring 
a hand-made table created by local Cazenovia business owner, David 
“Dave” Eldridge.  Dave generously donated a 19th century adaptation 
that he personally selected and produced based on Lorenzo’s collection. 
Tickets are currently available from Friends of Lorenzo board members 
and at the Lorenzo offi  ces. Th e Friends will announce the winner on 
December 20th. 

Eldridge, whose part-time wood-working hobby has blossomed 
into full-blown artistry, has put much time and thought into the piece.  “Over the course of this past year, Dave has been 
reviewing various pieces in the collection from which to adapt a new design to fabricate and donate to 

‘Tis the Season of Giving at Lorenzo!

Continued on page 9

N E W S L E T T E R

Docent Graham Egerton welcomes visitors to 
Christmas at Lorenzo.

Karen and “Dave” Eldridge present Dave’s donation to Th e 
Friends in July. Photo courtesy Gene Gissen Photography.



 

Friends of  
Lorenzo Newsletter 
Editorial/Design/Production
Barbara G. Bartlett,
Mary Beth Kuhn,
Canastota Publishing

Director
Barbara G. Bartlett 

Friends of Lorenzo,
Board of Directors

President: Casey Frazee
Treasurer: Carolyn Benzing
Secretary: Ainslie Ellis     

Liz Aronson
Maria Badami
Leanne Burrell
Beth Carroll
Melissa Davis
Kate Franz
Gene Gissin
Jessica Johnson
Renee Joseph
Karen Katleski
Mary Beth Kuhn
Lisa Lounsbury
Erin Meharg
Jane Mistur
Suzanne Phillips
Kate Schwartz
Bob Slodowitz
Dianna Slodowitz

Honorary
Rob Hiltbrand, Regional Director
NYSOPRHP, Central Region
Chris Jenner
Lisa Brownback

Friends of Lorenzo
P.O. Box 4

Cazenovia, NY  13035
www.lorenzoNY.org

For site information, please call 
(315) 655-3200

Letter From the President
by Casey Frazee

It is always evident that yet another year is coming to a close when the words on the tips of 
the tongues of Th e Friends of Lorenzo Board include “Christmas at Lorenzo.” It is amazing 
to think another year’s worth of events and accomplishments have already passed, and that 
we, as a board, are already gearing up for 2013 and the wonderful events, programs and 
progress the coming year has to off er.

Before I jump ahead to the upcoming year, I do want to recognize a few successful 
programs that helped to support the mission of Th e Friends of Lorenzo this past year. Over 
the summer, Th e Friends supported many of the perennial events, including the Euro Car 
Show, the Dark Aisle Art Show, and Lorenzo Driving Competition, as well as hosting a few 
events of our own. Th e “Garden Gala” in June served as a wonderful kick-off  to summer 
and a meaningful way to showcase the beautiful gardens at Lorenzo. In August we hosted 
“A Fashionable Ladies’ Garden Tea,” with Hanya Wozniak-Brayman, who presented a 
program on the origins of the folding fan and its role in art and fashion in Europe and 
America. “Moonlight Medley,” hosted in conjunction with the Greater Cazenovia Area 
Chamber of Commerce, off ering a free concert and outdoor movie, followed this.  JT Hall 
Consort provided the music this year, followed by a showing of “Breakfast at Tiff any’s.” In 
September, the Friends opened the doors and lawn of the Rippleton Schoolhouse to host the 
11th annual Community Day, which attracts hundreds of families who participate in late 
19th century crafts, games, snacks, wagon rides and lessons in the one-room schoolhouse. 
Quickly approaching, as I mentioned before, will be “Christmas at Lorenzo,” and in 
addition to the open houses off ered at the Mansion Dec. 7, 8 and 9, Th e Friends will again 
host a “Preview Party” on Nov. 29 from 6-8 PM. 

In addition to off ering many of these favorite programs again in 2013, Th e Friends look 
forward to bringing back a popular fundraiser we hosted in late 2011: “Casino Night.” 
Th is upcoming year, we will be inviting the community to attend in February. We hope 
this change in date will off er the community a cheer-up from the winter doldrums. Hosted 
at the Lincklaen House, this event off ers attendees the opportunity to enjoy drinks and 
appetizers while trying their hand at Blackjack, Craps, Roulette, Texas Hold’em and a 
money wheel, with no prior playing experience necessary. Attendees will receive “fun” chips 
to play with, which may be traded in at the end of the event for raffl  e tickets and the chance 
to win Lorenzo-theme merchandise and locally donated prizes. Please keep in touch for 
more information regarding “Casino Night!” 

We do hope that you will join us for the remaining events of 2012, and that you will begin 
marking your calendars for all of the events to come in 2013. Each program we host plays 
an important role in the support of Lorenzo. Whether showcasing the beautiful Mansion 
and gardens, attracting visitors to the site, or raising funds to ensure Lorenzo has the 

staffi  ng it needs, or capital to host 
unique cultural programs, your 
attendance at our many events helps 
to ensure this historic treasure may 
continue to serve our community! 
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Emily Leggat and Audrey McLain display their fans 
at this year’s “Fan Dance: A Fashionable Ladies’ 
Tea,” both courtesy Gene Gisson Photography.

For more images of Th e Friends of Lorenzo 
activities please, see page 7.
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Letter from the Director
by Barbara G. Bartlett

In March of this year, Governor Cuomo announced the PATH THROUGH HISTORY initiative in recognition of the 
state’s vast historic resources and to capitalize on and further stimulate the signifi cant economic impact heritage tourism 
[according to the Empire State Development Corporation, the annual impact is $5 billion] has on New York’s economy. 
“Th is initiative will use New York’s rich history to encourage tourism, local economic development and serve as an 
educational tool for all New Yorkers,” the Governor stated at the initiative’s launch.  

In tandem with recent restoration eff orts at the State Capitol and the installation of hundreds of new displays including 
the impressive Hall of Governors, PATH is being coordinated through 10 regional workgroups across the state established 
under Regional Economic Development Councils and is staff ed by the Offi  ce of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
(OPRHP). Th e Central Region, comprised of Cayuga, Cortland, Madison, Onondaga and Oswego counties, is headed by 
James Fayle, Central New York Regional Director. As the designated OPRHP coordinator for Central, I have been working 
alongside a dedicated group of museum, design, education, marketing and tourism professionals to identify and codify the 
myriad of historical attractions within our fi ve county region. As a result of our Central workgroup’s eff orts, 76 attractions 
met established criteria to qualify for statewide PATH support. Th ese initiatives will include improved attraction and 
directional signage along interstate and state roads; information kiosks at Th ruway rest stops; the launch of a new website 
and the application of new technologies; and customized tours for topics such as innovation, architecture and design, 
settlement and expansion and social reform. 

On August 28, the Governor convened a dynamic statewide conference in Albany of more than 250 attendees to showcase 
PATH initiatives, highlight the historic resources of each region, provide an opportunity for participants to discuss 
marketing and promotional eff orts and to announce a $1 million allocation for regions to implement their tourism goals. 
In the words of Governor Cuomo, “Th e regional tourism plans highlight the best our state has to off er and will give us a 
deeper appreciation of our past.” Currently, our Central workgroup is honing in on the details of the signage program for 
PATH and will soon be developing a comprehensive marketing plan for our abundant historic attractions. 

I look forward to reporting on our accomplishments for Cayuga, Cortland, Madison, Onondaga and Oswego counties!

Th e Seward House Historic Museum in Auburn, the Erie Canal Museum in Syracuse and Lorenzo State Historic Site have been identifi ed 
by PATH as the top three historical attractions in Central Region.

Copyright 2011 Roger De Muth | www.mrpanoramaman.com



by Carolyn S. Holmes

“Waltzing Matilda, Waltzing Matilda You’ ll come a-waltzing with me.”
-Banjo Paterson, 1895

A very famous Black Rhino bull once lived in the Hluhluwe Game Reserve in South Africa from 1870-1951.  During WWII 
Australian soldiers on a stopover en route to fi ght named him “Waltzing Matilda” because of his “swaggering gait.” A great 
favorite among park visitors, Captain Potter, who ran the park for many years, had the knack to be able to get the rhinoceros to 
appear for important VIP visitors. According to Ian Player in his narrative “Voices from the Wilderness,” when the Captain’s 
ashes were to be spread after his death, and as the ceremony began, a black rhino appeared and the guides said that it “was the 
spirit of Matilda who had come to pay its respects.” When Matilda died, the National Parks Board of South Africa issued a press 
release on August 28, 1951 of his passing. 

 Upstairs in the gallery this past September the Cazenovia Public Library presented the exhibit “Africa by Safari” featuring 
watercolor paintings and photos created by Toloa Perry and Sherry Wright of their July 2011 Tanzanian trip. Wonderfully 
depicted were art works of zebras, monkeys, giraff es, impalas, gazelles, wildebeests, cheetahs, elephants and storks but no 
rhinoceros.  Downstairs in the library on a sunny September day, library historian Elisha Davies and I sat in the archives room 
searching through a box to fi nd a small photograph of the famous “Waltzing Matilda” taken by Anna Hubbard Oakman and 
her husband Walter on her 1948 trip to South Africa. 
I believe we found it (see photo below).

I knew the photo existed because of the letter I had 
read the week before from the Lorenzo archives.  
Mrs. Oakman had written to her twin sister Helen 
Ledyard Hubbard on December 17, 1948 
from the Balmoral Hotel in Natal, South Africa.  
She had her own story to tell about the famous 
rhinoceros and Captain Potter.  Mrs. Oakman 
was a particularly clever and engaging correspondent 
who wrote to her sister almost every day when she 
was away from Cazenovia. Th erefore her story is told 
below in her own words.

Waltzing Matilda had to be seen to be believed – She 
“the name may have aff ected her choice of gender here” 
was enormous and had but a single horn – One being “dead” as our guide put it. Probably lost in battle long ago for Matilda is 
an “old un” and has long been recognized by the single horn. It is certainly long enough to do for two. Th e Rhino was standing 
on a little ridge silhouetted against the evening sky – “Come” said our guide – We came – “Stop” we stopped – “Walk again” we 
advanced – “Photo” we photoed – And so we haltingly sneaked up upon Matilda as we had crept up on “It” in our childhood 
game of steps – We got I think some good snaps, providing that the various gadgets were pointing at the proper stops – A car drove 
along and stopped on the road below us – We paid scant attention to it until it honked its horn and a man got out – “Captain 
Potter” said our guide so we left Matilda and went to meet him for Captain Potter is the head of the Reserve. A tall, lean, sun 
tanned man with keen blue eyes advanced to meet us. “You’re taking a terrible risk you know,” he said kindly. “You’re asking for 

trouble – Th at’s not the best natured Rhino in the world. I advise you to get back in your car.” We were shattered – We were after 
all in a Reserve where one is permitted to get out of the car with a guide – We were with one of Captain Potter’s guides and we 
had blandly assumed that as this native doubtless knew more about Rhinos than we did, no one could possibly have known less, 
we were quite safe in doing exactly what he told us – How in blazes were we, two tourists from far away America, supposed to 
know which Rhinos were temperamental? “You never want to stalk Rhinos unless there’s a tree nearby,” continued the Captain. 
“Th ey’re not to be trusted.” Th is advice sounded good. Certainly there were not trees near where we had been stalking and as 
my eyes scanned the landscaped I saw few, if any, that looked large enough to give me much confi dence against anything even 
half the size of Matilda. We thanked him weakly and tottered to the car. Potter drove off . Our guide grinned at us “ Come with 
me to tree, “ he said pointing to an oversized bush – I wavered – “Come, nice photo” – Even as I went it occurred to me that 
amateur photographers and damn fools are practically one and the thought occurred to me, too, that if Matilda got tough with 
us the good Captain Potter would be bound to hear of it and we might be put to it, either in this world or the next, to think up 
a plausible reason if called to account – However Matilda did not attack – Instead she waltzed for us! Stomping her hind feet, 

Waltzing Matilda the Rhinoceros

4 Continued on page 9
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To the Wom an Who WorksTo the Wom an Who Works
Contributor’s note: Th e following are excerpts from the booklet “TO THE WOMAN WHO WORKS,” published by the Royal 
Worchester Corset Co., c. 1908.

The Care of the Body
Th e body is the temple of the soul.  To make that temple fi tting it must be wholesome, clean and healthy.  Not every woman 
can be beautiful, but every woman can make herself more attractive by personal care.

Bodily cleanliness means skin, hair teeth, eyes and ears well cared for every day in the year.
Bodily cleanliness means every organ of the body performing its proper functions on schedule time.  One bath a year never 
meant cleanliness.  Th ree warm baths a week with a sponge bath 
every day will keep the skin clear and rosy and the pores open.

The Skin
Skin breathing is as necessary as breathing of the lungs.  Your skin 
cannot breathe properly if clogged with waste and smothered with 
the wrong kind of clothing.  Real complexions do not come in boxes.  
Rosy cheeks are the result of red corpuscles in the blood – not of 
cosmetics applied externally.  Sleep increases the number of these 
red corpuscles.  Try getting an extra two hours sleep every night and 
watch the improvement.  Remember that Rome was not built in a 
day.  One night of good sleep and one bath a week will not make any 
marked improvement.  Keeping at it will tell.

The Teeth
Next to a good complexion good teeth are considered one of 
woman’s most attractive features.

Indigestion is the result of bad teeth in many instances…If the 
instruments are poor one can only expect the work to be poor also.  
Decayed, neglected and poorly kept teeth are breeding spots for 
germs.  Brush the teeth carefully night and morning.  Visit your 
dentist every six months, if you can.  Wash the mouth out well on 
rising and take care to rinse out the back of the mouth and throat as 
well.  It will make all the improvement in the world in your feelings.  
Never go to bed without having cleansed the mouth thoroughly, 
especially if you have been eating candy or indulging in anything 
containing lemon juice.  Th e enamel of your teeth will suff er as a 
consequence if allowed to remain there through the night.

The Hands
Woman who are absolutely plain of feature realize the charm of an attractive hand.  If you cannot aff ord the services of a 
manicure, a little time and attention every day will help to make your hands more attractive no matter what your work is.  
Nails kept clean with the skin well back are within the possibilities of every woman.  Attractive hands do not mean hands 
laden either with cheap or expensive rings during working hours.  Diamonds, or in fact any rings but the plain gold wedding 
ring, should be left at home.  Bracelets during business hours should be conspicuous by their absence.

From the Archives
by Sharon Cooney, Interpretive Programs Assistant

Continued on page 10

1908 Ivory soap ad.
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A Passion for Collecting
The origins of the word hobby can be found as early as the 13th century in England where it began as a nickname for Robert or Robin.  It 
next came to refer to a small horse or pony, and later to a child’s toy horse.  By the 17th century people were equating the word hobbyhorse 
with a frivolous activity or pursuit that goes nowhere such as a child riding a toy horse.  

This negative connotation persisted until the end of the 19th century when recreation 
began to be viewed in light of its restorative qualities with hobbies as a way to translate 
work skills into a productive leisure activity.  Popular hobbies of the day generally fell 
into the two categories of crafting or collecting.  Much as it remains today, collecting 
offered the opportunity to apply acquired expertise with regard to the object of the 
quest, while enjoying the hunt for a good bargain.  Historically men have tended to 
collect items of monetary value, and women items of sentimental worth.  

Lorenzo’s extensive library contains approximately 3,000 books assembled over several 
generations, beginning with John Lincklaen. In a letter to his employers following the 
February 18th, 1807, fi re that destroyed his fi rst home in Cazenovia, he lamented, “I 
have lost…an extensive & I presume to say, well chosen Library.” 

  
With the industrialization of the 19th century came a romanticized view of the “olden 
days” which created a feeling that objects and information from the past must be 
preserved.  Second owner of Lorenzo, Ledyard Lincklaen’s many hobbies included 
archaeology, geology and paleontology.  His collections included Native American 
artifacts uncovered during his archaeological digs near Pompey, New York and Roman 

Curatorial Corner
by Jackie Vivirito, Curatorial Associate

Th e Docent Corps
by Susan Anthony, Docent Co-Chair

As I was traveling through Newport RI and Mystic CT fueling the fi res of my passion for antique 
ships and wooden boat restoration, I was delighted to fi nd a Charles Davis ship model on exhibit in 
the art museum in Mystic Seaport. A brass plate, identifying the ship and builder, was clearly visible 
on the corner of the display but even more important to me was the fact that the model had been 
built in Cazenovia, New York.

 I knew, of course, that the Cazenovia Ship Studio had been established in 1934 in South Cottage on 
the Lorenzo property. At that time, Eliphalet Remington had been advised by his doctors to fi nd 
a hobby, which would help him to slow down and recover from a heart attack. He invited Charles 
Davis, a noted naval architect, magazine editor and author of model ship building books, to move 
into what was then called Ford Cottage, and to teach him to build models of ships. Mr. and Mrs. 
Davis moved to Cazenovia, outfi tted the studio and proceeded to fi ll the space with many and varied 

ship models. The studio was active until 
Mr. Remington’s death in 1938.

Charles Davis was a leading ship model 
builder, and his creations are rarely 
found outside of museums. This makes 
the presence of one such model, the 
extreme clipper “Seaman’s Bride” in the 
Lorenzo Visitor’s Center, enormously impressive. It has been said that Davis 
made detailed drawings of every naval sailing ship ever built. In his early years, 
he sailed on square-riggers around the horn before settling into a life of ship 
designing and writing. It was in retirement in 1934 that Charles Davis moved 
to Cazenovia and helped to establish the Cazenovia Ship Studio. Many of the 
models built there, plus over 3,000 related documents, are now housed in the 
Stillman Building and the G. W. Blunt White Library at Mystic Seaport. Charles 
Davis died in 1959 at the age of 80.

Ted Bartlett led a tour of Carpenter’s Barn for the 
September docent meeting.

A note in Helen Fairchild’s Housebook indicates 
that Upper Green Pond was painted to order 
by William Boardman for her father, Ledyard 
Lincklaen in 1848.  Th is glacial lake, now 
know as Round Lake, is located at Green Lakes 
State Park, Fayetteville, New York. Continued on page 7
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and Egyptian antiquities which were gifts from family members returning from their travels. 
Ledyard Lincklaen’s research notes document these treasures, often including sketches of the 

object, where they were from, and purchase prices. 

Ledyard and Helen Clarissa Lincklaen had a passion for Hudson River School landscape 
paintings. They collected works by artists Sanford Gifford, Jasper Cropsey, and William 
Boardman. Helen Fairchild developed an interest in 17th-century Dutch paintings, 
probably while researching the Lincklaen genealogy. The collection includes Dutch 
paintings attributed to Abraham Storck (1644─1708) and Pieter de Molyn (1595─1661). 

Both the Fairchilds and Remingtons were patrons of local artist Dwight Williams, Jr., 
purchasing numerous views of Lorenzo and the surrounding Cazenovia area.

The 1876 Centennial ushered in a new fervor for preserving the past by purchasing antique and 
reproduction furniture.  Joining in this antiquing trend, the Fairchilds collected furniture, 

particularly of the Federal and Empire styles. Helen Fairchild enjoyed accumulating old china, 
especially blue and white Chinese export. She noted in her House Book that “all blue Chinese china valuable.”  And Mrs. Fairchild left an 
incredible legacy of accumulated genealogical research and collected documentation on Lorenzo and its contents.

Continued from page 6

Continued from page 2

Visitors to Community Day enjoy 
pumpkin decorating; Community 
Day co-chairs Mary Beth Kuhn 
and Beth Carroll; Leanne Burrell, 
Ainslie Ellis, Beth Carroll, Casey 
Frazee and Erin Meharg at Movie 
Night; and J.T. Hall Consort.

Suzanne Phillips of suzanne and company preps 
for gala benefi t dinner; dinner winners Josie and 
Alan Glos are joined by their guests Parnell and 
Sandra Hughes, Mark and Patty Burritt and 
Bob and Dianna Slodowitz; Graham Egerton 
welcomes Patty Stimmel to June docent garden 
celebration; and attendees enjoy Dutch foodways 
presentation by Peter Rose in April.



Schoolhouse News
by Barbara G. Bartlett

Since Th e Friends of Lorenzo made the relocation of Rippleton 
Schoolhouse to Lorenzo possible in 1997, the educational 
program off ered at Rippleton Schoolhouse has steadily grown and 
continues to provide a vibrant and unique historical experience 
in 19th century pedagogy for Central New York students. Over 
the fi rst ten months of this year, schoolmarm Barbara Cook, and 
volunteer schoolmarms Kathe Porter, and Judy Fay, conducted 
classes at Rippleton Schoolhouse for just under 1,000 students 
from Fayetteville-Manlius Schools (Fayetteville Elementary, Mott 
Road and Enders Road), Bridgeport Elementary, the Burton 
Street Elementary School in Cazenovia and several homeschool 
groups. And Rippleton outreach programs, conducted by Barbara 
Cook, served 495 students this past spring semester. 

Our sincere appreciation goes out to Barbara for her continued 
dedication to our schoolhouse program since she joined us at 
Lorenzo in’09, and a note of hearty thanks is extended to Kathe -
-who has retired from her long-time Rippleton post this year--and 
to Judy for their many hours of volunteerism! We will miss you, 
Kathe—but we wish you all the best!

Th e Friends of Lorenzo summer camp at Rippleton 
was another resounding success this year. Featured 
in our last newsletter, Kathleen Emerson has now 
assumed the helm of the day camp program at 
our one-room schoolhouse. Kathleen introduced 
several new facets to the camp for this year’s class 
of fourteen, including a fascinating hot air balloon 
presentation by Liberty Balloon Co. And this year we 
were most fortunate to have the support of the New 
York Council for the Humanities who made a return 

visit from Mary Jeanne Bialas of Victorian Whispers 
possible. Th rough the Speakers in the Humanities 
program of the Council, Mary Jeanne conducted a 
popular day-long historic costume and role playing 
program for the students. Speakers in Humanities 
lectures are made possible with the support of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities. 

Kathleen looks forward to returning to Lorenzo next 
summer, and she already has begun planning for two 
one-week day camps. Stay tuned for more information 
in the new year!

Th e 2012 class of day campers assemble on the front steps of Lorenzo 
after touring the Mansion.
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Kathe Porter conducting one of her last immersion classes 
before she retired from volunteering as Miss Buckland.

Basket-making was the subject of Bonnie Slocum’s guest presentation.
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Th e Friends for a fundraiser, and he settled on an early 19th century cherry washstand 
on display in our northeast bedchamber,” said Barbara Bartlett, Lorenzo State Historic 
Site Director.  “When he delivered the piece this past summer, we were so stuck by the 
craftsmanship, the inlay, the fi nish, the subtle adaptation from the original. It is just 
exquisite.”  

“I love the challenge of the design and what I refer to as the engineering. How you 
make the design mathematically work,” explained Eldridge. “Additionally, we have a 
wonderful supply of local resources in Central New York,” he said, noting his choice 
of local cherry wood.  An amateur woodworker since grade school, he truly started 
harnessing his wood carving talent twenty years ago when he discovered unused space 
in his basement. “I bought a good workbench” and the rest is history, he stated. What 
started as birdhouses gradually turned into beautifully-carved jewelry boxes and now 
fi ne furniture.

Th e Eldridges (Dave and his wife Karen) have long been supporters of Lorenzo and admirers of its collection. Back in 2007 for 
our bicentennial, Dave and local silversmith, Norm Dann, collaborated to create and donate a custom-designed jewelry box, 
based on the neoclassical design of the Mansion, which was raffl  ed that year to benefi t the programs and activities at Lorenzo.  

Eldridge expressed his continued commitment to Lorenzo explaining, “It [Lorenzo] is an anchor to our community, 
establishing our identity as an early 19th century village.”

Th e piece follows the Hepplewhite style of the 19th century and stands approximately 34.5” H x 15.75” W x 15.75” D.  
Eldridge chose hardware that closely matched the original, based on Peebles Island conservator David Bayne’s 1994 report 
indicating that the hardware was made in Birmingham, England by Th omas Hands and William Jenkins who worked 
together between 1791-1803. 

Within the walls of our beautiful Lorenzo, Eldridge artistically and generously reminds us of that very “Spirit of Giving” 
which we do indeed celebrate this December as we do every December.  Th ank you in advance to Dave and Karen Eldridge, 
and all of our holiday decorators and volunteers, for their continued support. A very Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to 
all!

Continued from cover story
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Limited Edition, Framed Archival Prints from the Lorenzo Collection Available for Sale: $350 each 

 

 

~Please order one print per order form~ 
 
 

Yes, I would like to order the _____________________________print   
to benefit the many programs and activities sponsored by The Friends of Lorenzo.  

A $100 deposit is required for each print ordered. The $350 price is “all inclusive.”  
Orders will be filled and will be ready for pickup within 3 weeks of receipt of order.   

The balance will be due at the time of pickup.  
For more information, please call Lisa Brownback at (315) 655-9676. 

For framing options, price please contact Gene Gissin Photography (655-2224). 

________________________________________________________________   

Enclosed is my deposit of $100, made payable to The Friends of Lorenzo.   
 
Name_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________ 
 
City_____________________State____Zip_________ Telephone__________________ 
                               

 

Friends of Lorenzo  P.O. Box 4, Cazenovia  NY  13035 

Limited Edition, Framed Archival Prints from the Lorenzo Collection Available for Sale: $350 each 

 

 

 

CAZENOVIA FROM THE WEST, Wm. Boardman 

VIEW TO THE LAKE, Dwight Williams 

LORENZO MANSION, attr. to Dwight Williams 

 

 

 

Limited Edition, Framed Archival Prints from the Lorenzo Collection Available For Sale: $350 each

- Please order one print per order form



Mortgage Buttons: Fact or Fiction
One of the many joys of touring visitors through Lorenzo is being able to provide them with the unusual 
or the unknown.  For many visitors, our mortgage button is that unusual item. The mortgage button is one 
of history’s more enduring myths. Some say it originated in Nantucket and is a New England tradition, 
while others say it is an old British tradition dating from the 17th century.

Legend goes that a property owner would drill a hole in their newel post, place a rolled up mortgage 
document inside and then cap the hole with a decorative button. Another variation of the legend suggests 
that a property owner would burn the document and then stash the ashes in the hole before adding the button. These buttons were 
originally scrimshaw and often the owner’s initials were engraved on them. Later sources used were wood, marble, elephant ivory, walrus 
ivory, whalebone and the traditional sperm whale ivory.

The only problem with the mortgage button legends are that mortgages, as we know them today, did not exist in the 17th or 18th century.  
Early short term mortgages did exist from private lenders, long before we had banks.  Mortgages were less common, and usually spanned a 
shorter time period with interest-only payments and a lump sum payment being made at the end. Perhaps, the mortgage button could have 
come to be a display of status to show what an owner had accomplished.

In Southern states the buttons were known as “Brag Buttons” because, after all, the owner was telling everyone that their house was paid 
for.  Philadelphia homes from the colonial period had ivory buttons in their newel post called “Amity Buttons.”  These were supposedly 
placed there by the Quaker builders when the owner paid their debt.  Unfortunately research thus far has not revealed any information to 
authenticate the “Amity Button” story. Physical research in many documented instances has shown that dismantled newel posts often did 
not contain mortgage documents or ashes. And one interesting variation on the popular lore is that these buttons had nothing to do with 
mortgages; many have suggested that the buttons were a decorative way to cover the joinery on the newel post.

We may never know what is underneath the mortgage button at Lorenzo. To our knowledge, no family member ever had a mortgage on the 
Mansion. Was this merely a decorative button covering the joinery or was this a show of ownership?

Tour Treasures 
by Elizabeth Whiting, Historical Interpreter

Th e Hair
Not every woman is endowed with good hair.  Frequent shampoos, careful 
brushing and good care will assist Nature wonderfully….Heavy oily hair 
requires very frequent shampoos while dry hair should be washed just as 
seldom as it can be and comply with the laws of cleanliness.  Oily hair 
requires a shampoo every two weeks….Plenty of towels, hot water and tar 
or castile soap constitute a home-shampooing outfi t not to be excelled.  
Stir the dandruff  well with the comb before beginning the washing.  Th en 
wash in thick suds but never rub the soap itself on the hair…Dry in the 
sun and air if you can….Do not torture your hair into elaborate waves and 
an exaggerated hair dressing for offi  ce, shop or business.  It is distinctly bad 
taste.  Do not wear rhinestone combs or similar decorations.  It is equally 
bad taste.  Wear your hair in as simple, natural and becoming manner as 
you can eff ect.

Th e Ears
Keep the ears clean and they will generally take care of themselves.  An 
excellent rule to follow: never put anything smaller than your elbow into 
your ear.  Never poke or pick at the ear with pins or hairpins or other 
pointed instruments.  You may infl ict an injury to the ear drum that will 
result in total deafness the rest of your day

Continued from page 5

1908 Pompeian Massage Cream
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The Friends of Lorenzo (FOL) has been fortunate over many years to have a strong legion of loyal and generous members 
committed to supporting our mission, and this year is no exception.  During our 2011-12 annual membership campaign, 
which began last December, The Friends raised a total of $26,200 from our General, Lifetime and Business members.  As 
always, The Friends wishes to thank all of its members for their ongoing support and generosity.  We would, however, like 
to take a moment and extend a very special thank you to the Charles Amos Foundation for its generous 2011 membership 
contribution.  The Friends inadvertently forgot to mention and recognize the Amos Foundation for its contribution in our 
2012 Spring/Summer Newsletter.  We wish to send a heartfelt apology to Mr. Amos.  He has been a longtime, enthusiastic 
supporter of Lorenzo State Historic Site and The Friends are grateful for his continued support. 

Looking ahead, The Friends will continue to work with the Lorenzo site staff to support on-going initiatives as well 
as identifying new projects to support.  Since its inception, the mission of the FOL has been to support and enrich the 
preservation and interpretation of Lorenzo State Historic Site by inspiring community involvement and interest through 
programming, marketing and fundraising.  From providing start-up project dollars, to leveraging additional funds, to 
matching grant dollars, to fully under-writing specifi c programs, The Friends’ support has been critical to ensuring that 
Lorenzo State Historic Site is able to meet its operational, programmatic and capital goals. Were it not for The Friends 
fi nancial support, many of the enriching community programs and special events that take place at Lorenzo, including the 
spring Garden Gala and Christmas at Lorenzo, might not be possible. 

One of the most signifi cant and pressing projects FOL has been supporting includes the replacement of the now 40-year old 
hipped main roof of the Mansion.  The Friends recently underwrote a restoration consultancy which will help ensure that a 
historically appropriate roof is specifi ed when the Offi ce of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation advances the work.    

The Friends of Lorenzo always welcomes new members!  If you would like to become a member or know someone who 
would, please contact Elizabeth Aronson at 655-5730.  Or for your convenience, a Membership Form has also been included 
in this newsletter.

Membership News 
by Elizabeth Aronson, Membership Chair

  
         Friends of Lorenzo Membership Form  

 

      Please make your check payable to The Friends of Lorenzo and mail with this form to: 
           The Friends of Lorenzo, Attn.: Membership, P.O. Box 4, Cazenovia, NY  13035 

  
Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone_____________________________________E-mail_______________________________________ 
 

Individual Categories 
 

   Regular $35____    Benefactor $50____    Sustaining $100____    Patron $150____    Sponsor $250 & up____  
 

Business Categories 
 

Regular $50____    Sustaining $100____    Patron $150____    Sponsor $250 & up____ 
 
 
 
 

____My employer has a matching gift program; the “double your giving” form is enclosed from my company. 
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Christmas  
by Candlelight  

Family  
Christmas Day 

Christmas at Lorenzo, December 16-20 


