
Golden Years: Lorenzo is celebrating 50 years as a State Historic Site!
Break out the champagne and the 

good crystal: This is an anniversary 
worth its weight in gold. On September 
10, 1968, New York State acquired the 
Lorenzo mansion and approximately 
86 acres of land from the eight heirs of 
Jane Strawbridge Ledyard Remington. 

The heirs also gave the entire contents 
of the mansion to the state and created an 
easement to approximately 13.5 acres of 
land between Cazenovia Lake and Route 

20 to protect Lorenzo’s spectacular view 
from development.  In a news article at the 
time, Dr. Louis C. Jones, Vice Chairman 
of the State Historic Trust, said that the 
heirs, in making the acquisition possible, 
“have contributed a great asset not only 
to Cazenovia, but to Central New York 
residents, as well as to the entire state.”  

Then-Governor Nelson Rockefeller 
also spoke to the purchase, saying that 
“preservation of Lorenzo, a distinguished 

Federal house completed in 1809 (sic), 
with outstanding nineteenth century 
furnishings and decorations, will give 
New York State a dramatic opportunity 
to explain the life of a leading Central 
New York State family and its part in 
developing that section of the State.”  

Lorenzo became the 27th out of 38 
state-owned historic sites and historic 
parks, with the first being Washington’s 
Headquarters in Newburgh, which 
was acquired in 1850, and the last 
being Walkway Over the Hudson in 
Highland, which opened in 2009.  

Over the past 50 years, Lorenzo 
has become a treasured part of the 
region’s rich cultural landscape. Visitors 
today can enjoy guided tours of the 
mansion, explore the Oakman carriage 
collection, linger among the perennials 
in the Ellen Shipman formal garden, 
and wander the double row of white 
pine, hemlock and Norway spruce 
known as the Dark Aisle Arboretum. 

Lorenzo continues to be operated as 
a State Historic Site by the Office of Parks 
Recreation and Historic Preservation, 
with the support of the Friends of 
Lorenzo and the generous community of 
Cazenovia.  Here’s to the next 50 years!
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From the President
A Successful Fundraiser Lends a Festive Start,
as 2018 Ushers in a Year of New Plans and Goals 
by Jessica J. Johnson

Greetings Friends!  I hope this 
message finds you having survived 
all the snow and cold weather, feeling 
renewed and ready to get out and over 
to Lorenzo for all that’s happening on 
the property this spring season.  

So what do we have going on?  We 
just came off a very successful annual 
fundraiser, the masquerade ball!  If you 
didn’t make it, the event was an evening 
of mystery, with guests clad in masks and 
party-themed attire enjoying wonderful 
music, food, drinks, tastings, fortune 
tellers and – most of all – good friends 
who came out to support Lorenzo.  The 

night was pure magic, and I am so grateful 
to the amazing committee of board 
members who put it all together. Bravo!  

Moving on, we will be opening the 
gardens as soon as the snow melts and 
getting ready to kick off a festive spring 
season.  The Garden Gala will be on Friday, 
June 15, so please mark your calendars! 

In some other news, for those who 
have not heard, we are working with an 
outside consulting firm to put together 
a strategic plan for the Friends, all made 
possible by a grant we received in 2017 
from “Parks and Trails New York.”  We 
will have the strategic plan done by 
June 1.  From there, the Friends board 
will set a reasonable time frame to start 
chipping away at the suggestions made 
in the strategic planning document. The 
goal is to make the Friends a stronger, 
more efficient, effective, and organized 
group, which in turn will strengthen 

the support that we will be able to give 
Lorenzo.  I was honored to be part of this 
process and I am so excited about what 
this opportunity will do for the Friends.  

On April 3, your new executive 
team was voted into office and it is 
my pleasure to announce that Kaleen 
Sessler will become President; Nancy 
Weiskotten will be Vice President; Krista 
Saleet will serve as Secretary; Kelly 
Nichiporuk as Treasurer; and Natalie 
Mehlbaum as executive support.  

I would like to say a sincere thank 
you to the executive team for being such 
an amazing group to work with this 
past year. Each one of them brings so 
much talent and expertise to the board 
and I feel confident that this will be the 
strongest year the Friends have seen.   

I would also like to thank the board, 
Stephanie Chapin, Michael Roets, 
the staff at Lorenzo, the gardeners, 
the Christmas coordinators, and of 
course all the members.  I could not 
have asked for a better group to work 
with and I wish you all the best as you 
continue to make Lorenzo the best it 
can be. I am so impressed by how many 

hours all these people give, sharing 
so unselfishly of their free time – day 
in and day out – to make Lorenzo the 
place we all know and love. I will truly 
miss seeing all of you! Cheers to 2018! 

Why We Preserve Lorenzo
Unique among the state historic sites, it chronicles history through the lens of a single family
By Michael Roets, Historic Site Manager

In 1850, New York State acquired 
the house that was George Washington’s 
last headquarters during the American 
Revolution, making it the first publicly-
owned historic property in the nation.

Protecting Washington’s 
Headquarters was groundbreaking 
in the field of historic preservation, 
as it wasn’t until the 1890s that the 
federal government began preserving 
battlefields from the American Civil 
War.  In 1889, the state of New York 
continued its preservation activities by 
acquiring the cottage where President 
Ulysses S. Grant wrote his memoirs and 
died in 1885.  New York’s progressive 
commitment to preserving our heritage 
continued with the acquisition of 15 
sites between 1900 and 1918, and a good 
number more in the 1920s for the 150th 
anniversary of the American Revolution.  

Preservation efforts at Lorenzo also 
began rather early when, in 1894, Helen 
Krumbhaar Lincklaen Fairchild inherited 
the estate from her mother.  Her interest 
in the family’s heritage led her to collect 
and organize family notes, ledgers, 
and documents and she even 
published The Journals of John 
Lincklaen in 1897.  In 1931, 
she passed the estate on to 
her cousin Jane Strawbridge 
Ledyard Remington along 
with her interest in the 
preservation of the family’s 
history.  Mrs. Remington 
was a member of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the New 
York Historical Society, 
and she continued to care 
for Lorenzo’s collections. 

In 1968, surely inspired 
by the preservation interests 
of Mrs. Fairchild and Mrs. 
Remington, the heirs to the 
estate agreed to sell Lorenzo 
and donate the contents to 
the state of New York to be 

preserved in the 
public trust.  

What sets 
Lorenzo apart 
from most of the 
other 38 State 
Historic Sites is 
its unique lens: 
Rather than its 
significance being 
a specific time 
period, person, 
or event, it 
instead preserves 
160 years of 
American history 
as experienced 
through one 
family.  With 
more than 
200,000 archival 
documents and 
50,000 objects, 
Lorenzo has 
the potential 
to reveal new 

and interesting 
perspectives about almost any 

topic in American history.  
To help illustrate this point, 

we have dedicated the rest of 
this volume to the objects and 
archives that reveal details 
about World War I, as this year 
marks the 100th anniversary of 
the Armistice Agreement that 
brought the fighting to an end. 

In the pages that follow, 
you will learn – through the 
objects that they left us – how 
two of the men who lived at 
Lorenzo experienced World 
War I.  You will also learn what 
the family’s archives have 
revealed about the motivations 
of young American men who 
enlisted in European armies 
before the U.S. entered the war.  

Finally, it is our hope that you will 
gain a greater appreciation for why the 
state acquired Lorenzo 50 years ago, and 
why we must continue to preserve the site.  
It holds 160 years of our history, and from 
it we can continue to learn where we came 
from, what we have been through, and 
how we should remember those who came 
before us, honoring among them the more 
than 40 million military and civilians who 
died or were wounded in the Great War.

The commemorative artillery shell, at left, is 
inscribed General Contractors Association, 
December 8th, 1917.  It was likely received by 
Eliphalet Remington when he and his brother, 
Franklin, attended the organization’s ninth 
annual dinner held on that date at the Biltmore 
Hotel in New York City.  An article in the December 
1917 issue ofThe Bulletin of the General 
Contractors Association described the event as 
taking a “patriotic form” and a photograph, above, 
shows the walls of the ballroom draped with 
American and allied forces flags.  
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Charles S. Fairchild
Charles Stebbins Fairchild (1842-

1924) was born in Cazenovia.  He 
received his law degree at Harvard 
and his political career included an 
appointment as Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States under President 
Grover Cleveland. Fairchild later 
worked in banking and investments, 
while continuing to be active in the 
Democratic Party.  In 1871, he married 
Helen Krumbhaar Lincklaen who would 
inherit Lorenzo from her mother in 1894.  

On March 22, 1917, a “Delay No 
More” meeting was held at Madison 
Square Garden where Charles Fairchild 
was said to be one of the “principal and 
most vigorous speakers.”  A year later 
he presided over a “Win the War” mass 
meeting held by the American Defense 
Society and the American Rights League 
at Carnegie Hall in New York City.

Eliphalet Remington
Eliphalet Remington (1861-1938) 

was the grandson of the founder of the 
Remington Arms Company.  He studied 
engineering at Columbia University’s 
School of Mines and spent much of 
his career in construction.  In 1889, he 
married Jane Strawbridge Ledyard who 
would inherit Lorenzo from her cousin, 
Helen Lincklaen Fairchild in 1931.

During World War I, he was 
associated with his brother’s shipbuilding 
company, the Foundation Company 
of New York, selling ships and supplies 
to the Allied forces.  Remington spent 
much of this time in London and Paris, 
where he acted as a contact between 
the company, the European Allied 
governments, and the U.S. government.

Great War
By Jackie Roshia (Curatorial Associate)

Charles S. Fairchild, c. 1914.

Eliphalet Remington, c. 1913.

Liberty 
Bond Buttons

Liberty bonds were sold 
by the U.S. government 
during World War I to 
defray the expenses of 
war.  The First Liberty 
Bond Act was passed by 
Congress in April 1917 and 
the Third Liberty Bond Act in 
April 1918.  Shortly after these 
dates, the U.S. Treasury began 
issuance of the bonds.  The buttons 
were intended to be worn by Americans 
on the home front as a symbol of their 
patriotism and generous support, and 
to inspire others to become 
involved in the war effort.

Sheet Music for What Are You 
Going to Do to Help the Boys?

Published in 1918, with lyrics by Gus Kahn and music by Egbert 
Van Alstyne, the cover features Uncle Sam in a question mark 
looking at a pile of war bonds.  The patriotic song suggests that 
if you are unable to fight in the war, “the least you can do is buy a 
Liberty Bond or two.”  A recorded version of the song can be found 
on YouTube at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=OeM2A37q08w

Commemorative 
Bronze Medallion

This medal commemorates the Battle 
of the Marne, fought in France in September 

1914.  Created in 1916 by French 
sculptor Jules-Prosper Legastelois 

(1855-1931), one side honors 
three of the battle leaders – 

Marshals Joffre, Maunoury, 
and Gallieni – and the 
other side depicts the 
female personification 
of France, sword 
drawn, above the 
advancing troops.  
Along the left edge is 
a faint row of vehicles, 

which represents 
the 2,000 Parisian 

taxi cabs requisitioned 
by Gallieni to bring 

reinforcements to the battle.

America’s War Medal
These medals were issued by the American Fund for French Wounded 

beginning in 1917 to commemorate the entry of the United States 
into World War I.  The design 
by Theodore Spicer-Simpson 
has the insignia of the Allies 
on a shield supported by an 
American eagle. The medal was available 
in “government” bronze for 50¢ or sterling silver for 
$2.50 and the proceeds went to supply military 
hospitals in France.  Patriotic Americans 
offered much support to France during 
WWI, as repayment for France having 
sided with us during the Revolution.

U.S. War Service 
Ship Building Medal

During World War I, Lorenzo 
resident Eliphalet Remington 
worked for the Foundation 
Company.  Founded by his 
brother Franklin in 1902, the 
company engaged in the building 
of wooden cargo ships during 
the war.  A handwritten note 
attached to the medal states 
it was given to ship builders 
by the U.S. government and 
“each time a ship was launched 
a new bar was added.”  The 
seven ships commemorated 
here were built between August 
1918 and May 1919 at the 

company’s Kearny/Newark, 
New Jersey shipyard. 

and the
Lorenzo

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OeM2A37q08w
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Courage and the Great War: The Stories of Two American 
Friends, Walter Oakman and Dillwyn Starr
by Carolyn S. Holmes (Lorenzo archive volunteer)

In November 2016, as I was mounting 
an exhibit at the Cazenovia Library on 
“The Engagement Letters of Anna Hubbard 
and Walter G. Oakman,” I opened a leather 
wallet and found a letter to Oakman from 
his friend Dill Starr. The letter, dated 
June 9, 1915, contained this passage:

“Write me a line some time. You don’t 
have to say a damned thing but tell me if 
you have been in action, whether you are on 
light or heavy armored cars, where you are 
and all about things. / Good 
luck to you. / As ever, Dill.”  

I was struck at that 
moment realizing that this 
letter revealed another layer 
of the man whom I had 
come to admire through the 
engagement letters written 
about him to his fiancée.  I 
couldn’t stop myself from 
wanting to learn more 
about why he kept this letter 
close to him in his wallet, 
and about his relationship 
with Dill Parrish Starr 
and their experiences 
serving in World War I.

The library exhibit 
focused on the September 
1930 marriage of 24-year-
old Anna, a direct 
descendant of John 
Lincklaen’s brother-in-law 
Jonathan Denise Ledyard, 
to the 45-year-old Oakman, 
the grandson of a U.S. 
Senator and nephew of 
a New York Governor.  
After their marriage they 
resided in “The Meadows,” 
an estate built by the 
Ledyard family in close 
proximity to Lorenzo.  

The letters were all complimentary, 
with the best example written by Oakman’s 
former Harvard classmate Maxwell 
Perkins, an editor for F. Scott Fitzgerald 
and Ernest Hemingway: “He is the only 
man I ever knew, or ever heard of outside 
legend, who never disappointed an admirer 
by an action, nor even by a word, not so 
much as a hair’s breadth.”  With such praise 
I wondered what further research into 
his World War 1 service would reveal. 

His story begins in 1914, three years 
before America entered the war. Oakman 
and his friend Dill Starr (both Harvard 
alums) traveled to Europe to help defend 
the Allies.  Charles S. Maier in the book 
“The Harvard Volunteers” explains why 
these men went to fight: “If love of country 
played a role … it was a patriotism 
refracted into a more cosmopolitan 
sense of ideas they had absorbed – 
but probably for some just a call for 

adventure and existential fulfillment.”  
Dill Starr’s letter may indicate that he 
was driven by a sense of adventure, but 
Walter Oakman’s motivations were likely 
deeper and maybe, to use the words of 
Maxwell Perkins, he felt a duty to “never 
disappoint an admirer by an action.” 

Walter Oakman and Dill Starr first 
joined the war effort together as non-
combatant drivers in the American 
Volunteer Motor Ambulance Corps.  
Dill said that he saw the brutality 
of the German soldiers and wanted 
“to get at them with cold steel.”  

They next joined the British Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve in the armored 
car unit, but were soon separated when 
Dill was sent to the Gallipoli Campaign.  

In November, Dill returned to England 
and could have accepted an honorable 
discharge, but instead followed his friend 
Walter’s path and became a member of 
the British Army’s Coldstream Guards. 

Walter was wounded by a bullet in 
March 1916, at the Battle of Ypres. He 
was in the hospital in London when, 
on Sept. 15, 1916, his friend Dill found 
himself at Ginchy in the Battle of the 
Somme.  Dill was ordered to lead his 
men “to attack and break through or 
drive back the Germans.” A squadron 
of tanks was to advance and silence the 
machine guns but the tank unit stopped 
much too soon.  Dill continued on with 
his men and, as his father would relate, 
“he sprang on to the parapet, revolver in 

hand, and waving his stick and shouting, 
‘Come on, 2 platoon, come’ he leapt over 
and led the charge. He was shot through 
the heart and killed instantly. His men 
after a severe struggle, took the trench.”

When Walter learned of Dill’s 
death he left his hospital bed and made 
sure that he was the one to knock on 
the door and deliver the sad news 
to Dillwyn Parrish Starr’s family.

Walter G. Oakman saved the 
wartime letter from his friend for his 
entire life, and likely carried it with him 
when he returned to fight in July 1917 
in the Third Ypres (Passchendaele) 
Battle.  It traveled with him through 
his engagement and his life at “The 
Meadows” until he died on Jan. 15, 1969.  

This letter from Dill Starr was 

found in Walter Oakman’s wallet. 

The newspaper article recounts 

Oakman’s exploits in the war.
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