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The Garden Gala
A Time-Honored Celebration
 Marked by torrential downpours and unusually chilly temperatures, Friday, June 13, 2014, appeared to 

be an unfortunate day for an elegant garden party. Yet the weather failed to dampen the spirits of those brave 

souls in attendance at the annual Garden Gala, hosted by the Friends of Lorenzo. More than 150 supporters 

gathered to salute thirty-nine years of FOL dedication to the restoration and care of the magnificent Ellen Ship-

man–designed formal garden. 

 Enticed by the instrumental music provided by Cazenovia High School’s string quintet, guests hurriedly 
made their way to the festivities. Wellies and slickers, donned by several fashion-forward individuals, proved 

enviable as guests carefully navigated the soggy lawn. Attendees sought refuge within the elegantly ornamented 

main tent, leaving the waterlogged lawn and its exposed garden seating vacant. Happily, the beautifully mani-
cured formal garden remained visible through the sheets of rain, lending to the aesthetics of a Monet canvas. 

Inside, guests were treated to a delicious array of hors d’oeuvres and wine. A raffle was held to benefit the 
maintenance and restoration of the formal gardens. Ellie Byrne, the envy of all in attendance, was the winner of 
the coveted prize, a fabulous dinner for eight in the gardens at Lorenzo, catered by Suzanne & Co. 
 In the end, the inclement weather and close quarters proved fortuitous, contributing to an exceptionally 
intimate and enjoyable evening filled with great conversation and camaraderie. 
 This year’s Garden Gala will take place on June 18th at 6:00 p.m. With the peonies and lupine in full 
bloom, we will gather in celebration of summer’s return as we pay tribute to the splendor of Lorenzo’s Ellen 
Shipman Garden. As in years past, guests will enjoy cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and engaging conversation. The 
Cazenovia High School string quintet, under the direction of Mary Coburn, will grace the evening with their 
immense talent and poise. Don’t miss out on the chance to buy the winning FOL raffle ticket! The lucky win-

ner will host an evening of culinary magic—an elegant and intimate dinner for eight in the gardens of Lorenzo 

State Historic Site, catered by Suzanne Phillips Munger of Suzanne & Company. Tickets will be available for 
$10 each from FOL Board members.  
 Be sure to mark your calendar for June 18th, 6:00–9:00 p.m. We look forward to seeing you at 
this time-honored celebration! 
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From the Director

Celebrating Four Decades 
of Support by the Friends
by Barbara G. Bartlett

This year, the Friends of Lorenzo 
mark their fortieth anniversary of 
advocacy and fundraising on be-
half of Lorenzo State Historic Site. 
The original certificate of incorpo-
ration for the Friends was granted 
by the State University of New York 
in October 1975, and the founding 
trustees of the organization were 
Mrs. Thomas T. Dolan; the Honor-
able Stewart F. Hancock Jr.; Mrs. 
Robert Horstmyer; Ann Preston 
Koeze; Charles Mack; Mrs. Walter 
G. Oakman; Robert Riester; Jayne 
Ritz; and Mrs. William Steffan.

Over the past four decades, 
the Friends of Lorenzo have dis-
tinguished themselves as being 
among New York State’s leading af-
filiate historic-site organizations, 
dedicating their all-volunteer ef-

forts to the ongoing preservation 
of Lorenzo. Acquired by New York 
State in 1968, Lorenzo is one of 
thirty-five statewide historic facili-
ties operated by the Office of Parks, 
Recreation, and Historic Preserva-
tion. Through membership support 
and a variety of fundraising activi-

ties, the Friends have played an 
instrumental role in making many 
restoration, educational, interpre-
tive, and programming initiatives 
possible for the site.

Setting the stage for the next 
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The earliest-known illustration of Lorenzo, A View of Colonel Lincolns [Lincklaen’s] Seat, by Caroline Betts, was 
purchased by the Friends in 1982.

Continued on page 4
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From the President

Thank You!
by Jane Mistur

There is no denying that it has been 
a long winter in Central New York. As 
I sit typing this column, my Weath-
erbug icon is once again flashing, 
warning me of windchill values yet 
again approaching negative 30 de-
grees. But that being said, I can’t tell 
you how excited I am for my term as 
president of the Friends of Lorenzo.

The Friends, incorporated forty 
years ago, help to serve and support 
Lorenzo State Historic Site, which 
is owned and operated by the New 
York State Office of Parks, Recreation, 
and Historic Preservation. In recent 
years, the Friends have played a 
much more integral part in helping 
to support programs and restoration 
projects that New York State can’t af-
ford. Through all of your support, we 
have been able to continue operating 
and serving not only the Cazenovia 
community but also the greater Syra-
cuse area and beyond.

It is a difficult time for historic 
house museums. Funding is being 
cut, and people do not visit as they 
once did. There are people who actu-
ally think there are too many historic 

house museums and want some to 
close. A good read can be found in 
the Boston Globe on this very sub-
ject, in an August 10, 2014, column 
by Ruth Graham. 

Historic museums that are mak-
ing it work have strong Friends 
programs and have thought of new 
ideas to attract the community. The 
founders of our Friends had that 
vision and fortitude to help grow 
Lorenzo to the popular destination 
that it now is. Since 2002, an aver-
age of 46,000 people visit Lorenzo 
each year. Community programs 
play a large part in attracting people 
to the grounds. With your annual 
support, we host the Garden Gala 
each spring and honor our garden-
ers and the Cazenovia and Syracuse 
garden clubs. Your support also 
provides for the May preservation 
series; the Rippleton Schoolhouse 
Summer Camp and fall Community 
Day; the Moonlight Medley concert 
and movie night each August; the 
holiday Preview Party each Decem-
ber; and various other programs 
throughout the year. Each year Lo-
renzo also hosts the EuroCar and 
Garden Art Show; the CAVAC Arts 

In closing out 2014, the Friends board celebrated wrapping up their activities at their final board meeting of the year. 
First row, from left to right: Kate Schwartz; Barbara Bartlett, Lorenzo director; Suzanne Munger; Jane Mistur; Susan 
Hodge; Casey Frazee; and Jessica Johnson. Back row, from left to right: Ben Reilley; Kelly McGreevy; Renee Joseph; 
Tara Hash; Sean Hagan; Pat Hill; Ainslie Ellis; and Lydia Brownback. Photo courtesy Scott Phillips.
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and Crafts Show; Symphoria; the 
Lorenzo Driving Competition; and 
the L.L. Bean winter snowshoe pro-
gram. This is all in addition to un-
derwriting the maintenance of the 
Eleanor Shipman formal garden, 

providing support for a part-time 
groundskeeping position for the 
87-acre campus, and funding K-12 
educational programming. 

I profoundly thank all of you 
who have become supporters of 
the Friends of Lorenzo and would 
like to extend an invitation to 

those of you who may not have 
visited in a while to stop by. Take 
a tour through the mansion, stroll 
through the gardens, or participate 
in one of the many events listed in 
the enclosed event brochure. We 
welcome you!

News from the New York State Office of Parks 
Recreation and Historic Preservation

$900 Million Revitalization Plan Announced for 
180 Parks and Thirty-Five State Historic Sites
Editorial Note: The following is excerpted from a March 2, 2015, press release from the press office of Governor 
Andrew Cuomo. Lorenzo is one of the agency’s thirty-five state historic sites. For more information, visit www.
nysparks.com or call (518) 237-8643.

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo to-
day unveiled a seven-point frame-
work of the NY Parks 2020 Plan 
that will leverage approximately 
$900 million in public and private 
funding to modernize the state 
park system. NY Parks 2020 was 
previewed in the governor’s Op-
portunity Agenda. The plan is part 
of a multi-year commitment since 
2011 to restore facilities, enhance 
visitor experience, update sign
age, and create better access for 
tourists at parks across the state. 
The 2015–2016 Executive Budget 
adds $110 million toward this ini-
tiative.

“New York State is home to 
some of the best outdoor recre-
ation areas in the nation, and this 
investment will help maintain 
them in peak condition and en-
hance the experience for all of our 
park’s visitors,” Governor Cuomo 
said. “The NY Parks 2020 plan is 
building on our State’s recent suc-
cess in developing our parks and 
historic sites into local economic 
engines, and it will position New 

York State as a top recreation des-
tination for years to come.”

NEW YORK HISTORIC PRES-
ERVATION PL AN 2015–2020

Rose Harvey, state historic preser-
vation officer and commissioner of 
New York State Parks, Recreation, 
and Historic Preservation, recent-
ly unveiled the agency’s five-year 
preservation plan. 

As pointed out by Commission-
er Harvey, “its goals and objectives 
offer strategies for strengthening 
preservation efforts across the 
state, it promotes the expansion of 
preservation activities at the local 
level among municipal officials and 
private enterprise, and it strives 
to instill pride of place among all 
New Yorkers. It is a plan for all of 
us, no matter where we live or work 
or what our backgrounds or inter-
ests are. The plan also provides an 
overview of New York’s historic and 
cultural resources and includes an 
impressive range of projects and 
properties that not only relate to 
the goals and objectives, but will 

also, we hope, inspire you to forge 
a personal connection with your 
community.” Highlights of the plan 
include:

•  Strengthening the practice of 
preservation.

•  Enhancing collaboration to ad-
vance preservation.

•  Training New Yorkers in preser-
vation trades, skills, and crafts.

•  Showcasing preservation contri-
butions.

•  Integrating preservation into lo-
cal and regional decision making.

•  Building support for preserva-
tion among officials and devel-
opers.

•  Expanding and diversifying par-
ticipation in preservation.

•  Engaging New Yorkers in histor-
ic sites and museums.

•  Capitalizing on heritage tourism.

For a copy of the plan and for 
more information about how the 
plan’s preservation goals and ob-
jectives may impact our locale, 
please visit www.nysparks.com or 
call (518) 237-8643.

Continued from previous page
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forty years of support, one of the 
very first fundraising efforts spon-
sored by the Friends was “A Red 
Carpet Event,” in April 1976. A the-
atrical performance and dinner 
were presented, and funds were 
raised to purchase a reproduction 
carpet for the family dining room 
by the venerable New York deco-
rating firm Scalamandré. Plaster 
repairs, painting, and new draper-
ies for the space were also made 
possible by the Friends. Dozens 
of successive mansion restoration 
projects sponsored by the Friends 
over the decades have included 
underwriting custom reproduc-
tion textiles, wallpapers, carpets, 
and object acquisition and conser-
vation efforts. Highlights include 
acquisition of the first-known de-
piction of Lorenzo, a watercolor by 
Caroline Betts (c. 1822); construc-
tion of a pole barn to house a large 
portion of the site’s carriage col-
lection; contracting for technical 
design services for the challenging 
reproduction of the drawing room 
carpet; and sponsoring the frame 
conservation of Sanford Gifford’s 
La Marina Grande so that this stel-
lar collection piece could be loaned 
for a Gifford retrospective exhibit-
ed at the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York, the Amon Carter 
Museum of American Art in Fort 
Worth, and the National Gallery of 
Art in Washington, DC.

The historic landscape of Lo-
renzo has also benefitted mark-
edly from the fundraising efforts of 
the Friends. Of particular note are 
the reestablishment and ongoing 
maintenance of the Ellen Shipman 
formal garden since 1983, the un-

derwriting of the Lorenzo Cultural 
Landscape Report by SUNY ESF, 
and providing seasonal grounds-
keeping services to help maintain 
the estate characteristics of the site.

The lives of tens of thousands of 
visitors and Central New York resi-
dents have also been enriched by 
the vast array of special events held 
on the grounds of Lorenzo. The Lo-
renzo Driving Competition was 
first introduced to the site thirty-
nine years ago with sponsorship by 
the Friends. Christmas at Lorenzo 
was also established by the Friends 
soon after its incorporation and 
continues to delight visitors annu-
ally due to significant underwriting 
from the Friends. Thousands of pa-
trons have also enjoyed free sym-
phonic, operatic, and jazz concerts 
on the front lawn of the mansion 
over the decades, and the presen-
tation of classic movies and com-
munity concerts have also been 
introduced over the last decade by 
the Friends.

The cultural landscape at Loren-
zo is now punctuated by the addi-
tion of Rippleton Schoolhouse, with 
the relocation having been under-
taken by the Friends in 1997. Sup-
plemental capital dollars were also 
raised by the Friends at that time, 
making the restoration of this lo-
cal educational landmark a reality. 
Thousands of local students have 
eagerly attended the annual im-
mersion programs now offered at 
Rippleton, and each fall, the Friends 
sponsor the admission-free Com-
munity Day  at the schoolhouse for 
the enjoyment of country lessons, 
wagon rides, autumnal crafts, and 
apple-inspired treats. Over the last 
eleven years, the Friends have also 
sponsored summer day-camp at 
Rippleton, making an authentic 

educational experience available 
for enthusiastic students.

Promoting a deeper understand-
ing and appreciation of the cultural 
assets at Lorenzo has also been an 
important aim of the Friends over 
the decades. In addition to publish-
ing a twenty-eight-page, four-color 
guidebook for the site, other inter-
pretive initiatives have included 
support toward educational staff-
ing; contracting for living history 
programming; celebrating Preser-
vation Month each May; helping 
to underwrite the fifteen-minute 
orientation video Lorenzo: A Land-
scape Legacy for All; purchasing 
exhibit fixtures, faux flowers, and 
foods for display; sponsorship 
of exhibits, including Pastimes & 
Pleasures: A Glimpse into the Art of 
Leisure at Lorenzo and From Bustle 
to Bodice: Layers of Elegance at Lo-
renzo; and providing support for 
special presentations, educational 
supplies, and travel for the Docent 
Corps.

In reviewing the pages of the 
Friends publication of the mid-
1970s, “The Speculator,” to perus-
ing subsequent decades of newslet-
ters, the passion and commitment 
of the Friends to Cazenovia’s most 
recognized landmark is quite clear. 
In supporting the administration 
of the site by New York State, the 
Friends have not only helped to 
preserve the site but have ensured 
that Lorenzo will continue to be 
pertinent, accessible, and mean-
ingful for generations to come.

It is with much gratitude that 
I express my sincerest congratu-
lations to the Friends of Lorenzo 
for all they have accomplished on 
behalf of the site, the staff, and 
the greater Cazenovia community 
since 1975.

Continued from page 1,  
“Celebrating Four Decades...”
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The Meadows
by Carolyn S. Holmes

On one particular visit to the Mead-
ows in 1987 my husband, David, 
and I were going to a cocktail party 
hosted by Anna Oakman to honor 
Arthur de Cazenove and Wilame-
na de Cazenove van Essen, whose 
daughter Arabelle was doing an 
internship that summer at Mag-
navox CATV in Manlius, where my 
husband worked, which is how we 
came to be invited to the cocktail 
party. We are friends with Arabelle 
to this day, and both Anna Oakman 
and our family enjoyed having her 
stay with us that summer.

The party was a festive event at a 
lovely and distinctive home. I hadn’t 
thought about what a magical place 
it was—and is—until I came once 
again to the Meadows this past fall 
to take photos for this article. The 
current owners graciously allowed 
me to do this on a day when they 
were not at home, and this time I 
immediately felt the magic of the 
place in its sunny silence. I pulled 
in behind the house and began by 
taking pictures of the garden, still in 
full bloom on this warm day in early 
September. It reminded me of Lo-
renzo’s garden, yet the fish fountain 
that sits in what once was a pond 

impressed me with its 
whimsically distinctive 
feel. The owners care-
fully made this change 
so that the pond can be 
restored in the future. 

As I walked around to 
the front, taking photos 
of the house, I turned 
to look out at the front 
meadow from which the 
house takes its name. 
Stretching out before 
me was a large, quiet, 
self-contained world 
with green lawns and trees. I began 
to imagine how wonderful it would 
be to grow up here and remembered 
Anna Oakman’s siblings—her twin 
sister, Helen; older brother, Richard; 
and younger brother, Robert James, 
who were children here just one 
hundred years ago. Now, in 2015, 
it is once again a house filled with 
children.

My most recent visit to the house 
occurred on a cold February day, and 

I noted the stark beauty 
of the snowy, windswept 
grounds. The house has 
been restored to an ap-
pealing blend of com-
fortable yet traditionally 
respectful furnishings 
with a large, modern 
kitchen—so helpful 
when raising children. 
Its architecture and gar-
dens resemble Lorenzo, 
yet the Meadows is a 

home rather than a museum. The 
owners graciously answered my 
questions, and what remains with 
me now is how much they love and 
appreciate the gardens and grounds 
of the property, just as Anna Oak-
man and her forebears did. 

A 1987 article in Better Homes 
and Gardens by Ulysses G. Dietz tells 
of how Anna Oakman accepted her 
role of steward when her twin sister, 
who had remained with their par-
ents until their deaths, died in 1957. 
“Today when somebody dies, the 
house is broken up,” she said. “There 
is no continuity.” Dietz writes, “Her 
two brothers balked at moving to the 
Meadows, believing that their wives 
wouldn’t feel free to change things.” 
Anna Oakman told her brothers that 
she was going to change the house, 
but since she had grown up there, 
they knew she would keep it the 

The Hubbard children. Courtesy Cazenovia Public Library archives.

The Meadows today

“I remember hearing ‘our’ bells as our sleigh approached to take us home 
and having to scurry into coats and overshoes so as not to keep the horses 
and coachman waiting on a frosty night. All recognized the sound of every-
one’s bells, some deep, some high, all distinctive. Otherwise they were silent 
as camels, their hoof beats muffled by the snow. They were lovely days!”

—Anna Burr Hubbard Oakman to Ann and 
Rush Marshall, January 3, 1991

Continued on next page
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same. And they were right, Dietz 
notes; things have changed, but the 
atmosphere remains.

The atmosphere does remain in-
tact, from a Dwight Williams paint-
ing that sits on the living room wall, 
which was found by the current 
owners in a closet, to the tree peo-
nies, which my hostess loves and 
described to me as “peachy beige.” 
The Better Homes and Gardens ar-
ticle mentions “Marchioness” peo-
nies and describes them as “a soft 
yellow suffused with pink.” Percy 
Saunders of Clinton developed the 
flowers, a process continued by his 
daughter Silvia after his death. At 
the time of my visit, one of the tree 
peonies had recently died, but my 
hostess was excited when she was 
able to replace it with one from Wat-
son Greenhouses. Another striking 
feature, which unfortunately did 
not survive, was the “barn red” Chi-
nese footbridge that spanned the 
creek. Many long-time Cazenovians 
fondly remember the bridge. 

A meaningful link to the past of 
the Meadows lies in a letter writ-
ten in 1892 to Wilhelm Frederick 
Grunert, great-grandfather of the 
current owner, asking him to come 
to Cazenovia to work as a gardener 
on this estate. Grunert came to Ca-
zenovia and lived for a long time in 
a house near Carpenter’s Pond. 

 Paul and Maria Badami initially 
restored the house after Anna Oak-
man died in 1993. It was the first 
time since 1827 that ownership of 
the Meadows—and, more impor-
tantly, stewardship—fell outside 
the founding family. Fortunately, all 
four owners since then have con-
tinued to be excellent stewards of 
this unique property. 

So why is this particular home, 
delightful as it is for those who live 
there, important to the current 
community of Cazenovia? To an-
swer, we must return to Jonathan 
Denise Ledyard, brother-in-law of 
Cazenovia founder John Lincklaen, 
who oversaw the building of the 
original estate. Dietz quotes Anna 
Oakman as saying, “My family has 
always had a dual interest—the vil-
lage and the farms.” Dietz goes on 
to note that Anna Oakman was a 
“major figure for many years in lo-
cal preservation efforts.” She also 
served on the Cazenovia Library 
board of trustees for a long time—
appropriate, as her grandfather do-
nated the building to the village. 

A similar legacy was left by her 
great-grandfather. His long obitu-
ary in the Cazenovia Republican 
on January 22, 1874, states that he 
became the agent of the land com-
pany after John Lincklaen’s death 
in 1822. The obituary notes that 
with “great energy, untiring indus-
try and strict probity, he succeed-
ed in meeting his obligations to 
the company.” What emerges a bit 
further on is that he was an excep-
tional individual: “He was regarded 

by the people upon his tract, more 
as their friend and adviser, than as 
their creditor, and there were few, 
who did not look forward to a busi-
ness visit to him, with the pleasur-
able anticipation with which one 
expects to meet a valued friend.”

Toward the end of the obituary 
appears a Latin quote: Si monu-
mentum quaeris, circumspice, which 
means, “If you’re looking for a monu-
ment, it’s all around you.” The obitu-
ary clarifies: “He was ever foremost 
in the support of every project cal-
culated to promote the prosperity, or 
to enhance the beauty of our place.” 

He and all his relatives down 
through Anna Oakman helped to 
make Cazenovia a uniquely spe-
cial and surprisingly cosmopoli-
tan community—the horses were 
“silent as camels.” These people of 
privilege loved Cazenovia but also 
traveled and moved in the larger 
world, bringing their books, arti-
facts, and experiences to us. This is 
why we should be pleased that the 
Meadows is still a lovely and magi-
cal home in our town and unlike 
any other in Upstate New York. 

Continued from previous page

The Meadows today
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Cazenovia Is a Place 
of Traditions

Driving Competition Returns 
Third Weekend in July 

In July 2015, the Lorenzo Driving 
Competition once again brings 
together two of the most prized in 
Cazenovia: the community’s rich 
equestrian heritage and summers 
celebrated with grace, charm, and 
style.

The setting, as it has been for 
thirty-nine years, is the jewel-box 
grounds of the Lorenzo State His-
toric Site, the manicured lawn and 
lush gardens the perfect foil to the 
elegant horses and smartly attired 
drivers. The transformation hap-
pens in mere days: tents sprout; 
white stakes and looping lengths of 
chain mark the bounds of two show 
rings; ribbons get sorted, trophies 
polished, and bunting secured.

Then a stabling area assembles, 
the trailers roll in, the gentle snort 
of horses and squeak of carriage 
wheels fill the air, and the man-
sion’s rolling front lawn becomes 
the venue for one of the premier 
pleasure-driving competitions in 
the Northeast. Held this year from 
July 17–19, this is a weekend like no 
other in the Cazenovia calendar, a 
chance to be transported to a time 
when “road trip” meant four legs 
and a whip instead of four wheels 
and a gas pedal.

Last year—after a 2013 show that 
inexplicably coincided with Caze-
novia’s first-ever monsoon season—
the show went off without, ahem, a 
hitch. Lorenzo does sport and plea-
sure like no other event, and “Hats 
Off to Lorenzo,” the opening gala, 
set the tone for the weekend, with 
music by the Cazenovia Communi-
ty Band, a best-in-chapeau contest 

won by an English bowler (actu-
ally made by William and Thomas 
Bowler), and a ball-fringe confec-
tion nicknamed “The Lampshade.”

While the show committee can’t 
promise another weekend of flaw-
less blue skies and temperatures in 
the just-right Goldilocks zone, it can 
guarantee days filled with equine 
pursuits, evenings dedicated to eq-
wine pursuits, and a venue that is 
unique, spectacular, and historic—
all combined into one. Following 
are five can’t-miss, take-it-to-the-
bank good times to anticipate now 
and savor this summer. 

1) Some of the top pleasure-
driving teams in the Northeast 
will be at Lorenzo, showing off the 
unique combination of skill, attire, 
and showmanship that defines the 
sport. Competition will take place in 
two rings set against the backdrop 
of the mansion. Watch and appre-
ciate as drivers maneuver through 
an obstacle course in one and then 
display their skill at reinsmanship 
in the second. The signature Plea-
sure Drive, held Sunday morning, 
takes horse and carriage through 

five miles of some of the most sce-

nic off-road trails in Central New 

York. Spectators can watch the 

teams from the Lorenzo grounds 

or points along the route, including 

the water crossing near Burlingame 

Road. There is no charge for parking 

or to watch the competition.

2) The Driving Competition $5 

refillable beer and wine glasses re-

Scenes from the 2014 Lorenzo Driving Competition, courtesy Shoot That Horse! Photography. 

Continued on next page
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main the best value in (horse) show 
business. Look for their return Fri-
day and Saturday night along with 
a catered meal on the lawn under 
the big top. Watching the sun set on 
Cazenovia Lake while channeling 
the ghosts of Lincklaens and Rock-
efellers? Priceless.

3) Family-friendly activities, ed-
ucational clinics, demonstrations, 

and a marketplace brimming with 
artwork, horse wares, and eques-
trian style make it a weekend for 
everyone. Don’t miss the chance 
to stroll Lorenzo’s magnificent gar-
den, or wander the Dark Aisle, a 
double hedge of pine, hemlock, and 
spruce. A full schedule of events is 
available on the LDC website, www.
lorenzodriving.com. 

4) The Carriage Dog Class: Dogs 
in hats. Need we say anything 

more? Okay, maybe we need to say 
awwww.

5) The click of hooves. The clat-
ter of wheels. The rustle of skirts. 
Being part of something that be-
gan when the Olympics came to 
Montreal, Frampton Comes Alive! 
topped the charts, and a gallon of 
regular gas cost 59 cents.

Continued from previous page

Docent Corps

The Year Ahead in Food
by Barbara Bartlett

As with most cultural and arts 
organizations, service to their con-
stituencies is heavily dependent 
upon volunteer commitment, and 
Lorenzo is no different. Here at the 
site, the Docent Corps makes it 
possible to support ongoing inter-
pretation, education, and special-
event programs for the benefit of 
the public. In fact, during the cal-
endar year 2014, the contribution 
of the Docent Corps to Lorenzo 
accounted for an impressive por-
tion of the 8,220 hours of volunteer 
dedication to the site. 

In support of their efforts, and 
with funding from the Friends of 
Lorenzo, the Corps holds monthly 
meetings each year during which 
they invite guest lecturers and Lo-
renzo staff members to discuss and 
interpret the various cultural fea-
tures of the site. Topics range from 
architectural history and restora-
tion, to collections management 
and connoisseurship, to social 
customs and folkways. This year’s 
selected themes, in concert with 
the upcoming two-year exhibit, 

Dinner Is Served! Exploring the Cu-
linary Arts at Lorenzo, are tradition-
al foodways and dining etiquette of 
the nineteenth century. And of spe-
cial interest, an April afternoon tea 
was presented, and a “delectable” 
culinary field trip is planned for 
the fall. 

To the extent of their availability, 
new members and volunteer par-
ticipants are always welcome to 
join the Corps. For more informa-
tion about the service and activities 
of the Corps, please contact Susan 
Anthony, chairman, at (315) 655-
8766; or Jackie Roshia, curatorial 
associate, at (315) 655-3200. 

Docent Sally Ryan planned and coordinated the April 
Afternoon Tea for the Corps.

At the March meeting, docents were treated to an open hearth cooking presentation by Lynne Belluscio of LeRoy 
Historical Society.
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From the Archives

A Scandalous Affair
by Sharon Cooney, archivist

After the marriage of Charles S. 
and Helen Lincklaen Fairchild in 
1871, Lorenzo was their summer 
home, but Mr. Fairchild’s career 
led the couple to take up residence 
in larger cities as well. In the 1872, 
while serving as New York State 
deputy attorney general and later 
as state attorney general, the Fair-
childs resided in an apartment in 
Albany. In the 1880s, Washington, 
DC, was home base while Charles 
served as assistant secretary of the 
treasury and later secretary of the 
treasury during Grover Cleveland’s 
first term as president of the United 
States. After leaving political office 
in 1889, the Fairchilds lived in New 
York City, where Charles served as 
president of the New York Security 
and Trust Company until 1904. He 
was also a trustee of the Union Trust 
Company, president of the Harvard 
Club of New York, and president 
and trustee of the Birkbeck Invest-
ment Savings and Loan Company. 
Additionally, he actively opposed 
the women’s suffrage movement. 

Among the several different 
places in New York City the Fair-
childs called home was the Gros-
venor Hotel, located at 35 Fifth 
Avenue on the corner of Tenth 
Street. The Grosvenor opened in 
1876 and was known as one of the 
first residential hotels in the city, 
catering to a rich, well-known, and 
respected clientele. But the hotel 
was not without scandal, and in 
1910 the Fairchild’s maid Josephine 
Hayes witnessed an unacceptable 
impropriety. The shaded column 
contains her account, written on 
June 1, 1911:

On the eighth of December, 1910 I went to the Grosvenor Hotel and 
was shown to room No. 42 on the sixth floor. I was there about a 
week when I learned that Mr. Applegate had the room next to mine.

I think it was early in January one Sunday evening I heard Mr. 
Applegate come to his room about twelve o’clock and soon after-
ward I heard voices in his room and one was a woman’s voice. They 
sounded as if they were quarreling. About two o’clock they stopped 
talking and the door was closed. Catherine Carroll afterward told 
me that Nurse Healy said she was in Mr. Applegate’s room that night.

One night in the week beginning May 7, 1911, I went to the bath-
room for a glass of water about two o’clock in the morning and I 
saw Miss McMahon’s parlor door wide open. On returning to my 
room I met Nurse Healy in the hall dressed in a kimono. I went to my 
door and stood. Mr. Applegate’s door was open. It was closed when I 
passed it a few minutes before on my way to the bathroom. Mr. Ap-
plegate came to his door in his night shirt with bare feet. I turned up 
the electric light and said I am the wrong one. He said Oh, Josephine 
and leaned heavily against the side of his door. I said she came out of 
your room, she is your mistress and he begged me not to tell it as he 
could not afford to get another room now, and she also had to earn 
her living. I said you know these are not the right conditions to exist in 
a respectable house and my conscience would not let me keep quiet. 
He said think of her. It would ruin her if I told it and I asked him if 
he would marry her if I did not tell it and he said no. I said I shall tell 
the proper authorities. He said if you tell anyone, everyone will know 
it. I said you know this is not the first time that she has been in your 
room at night. He said well she has only been in here three times. He 
asked me to wait and not tell anyone for a time and he or she would 
probably leave the hotel. As he didn’t let me know any decision that 
they had come to as he said he would I told Mr. and Mrs. Sears just 
what had happened. Later I told Mr. Sears, also Mr. Applegate, that 
as Mr. and Mrs. Fairchild were not at the hotel, I would tell all their 
friends in the hotel if something wasn’t done about it.

Nurse Healy came to my room that evening and said that I was 
not her Judge, that she went to Mr. Applegate’s room on the impulse 
of the moment, that she wanted to say something to him. I said it 
was a queer time of night to go to a gentleman’s room and as I had 
heard him come from her rooms at eleven o’clock that evening, she 
could have said anything that was necessary to him then. 

Mr. Sears came to Mr. and Mrs. Fairchild’s apartment. He said 
Mr. Applegate had assured him that there was nothing wrong and 
that he would never have a woman in his room again. That he could 
not let Mr. Applegate go as it would take a new man a year to learn 
and all the work would fall on himself.

Josephine Hayes 
Cazenovia, NY

Continued on next page
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Charles Fairchild enclosed this 
account with a note to Mr. J. Sears, 
manager of the Grosvenor, writing, 
“I hope that you can see your way 
to get another assistant who will 
be unobjectionable. If not, I can-
not return to my apartment. . . . I 
was very comfortable there but it 
would not be right to take my wife 
to live in a place where such things 
were done by the officials and not 
properly dealt with by the respon-
sible authorities.”

Three weeks later, Mr. A. M. 
Applegate wrote a note to Charles 
advising him that in order to avoid 

further trouble, he would resign 
his position at the Grosvenor, all 
the while professing his innocence. 
And the manager, Mr. Sears, wrote 
that he had thoroughly investigated 
the matter with Mr. Applegate and 
Miss Healy and had “reached the 
conclusion that it was mostly the 
maid’s imagination and that there 
was nothing in it except some in-
discretion and absolutely no wrong 
doing.” However, Mr. Sears said that 
he would hire a new man to replace 
Mr. Applegate.

The Fairchilds returned to re-
side at the Grosvenor Hotel, and 
the matter was considered closed.

Continued from previous page

Tour Treasures

All That Glitters:  
Herkimer Diamonds
by Elizabeth Whiting, historical 
interpreter

They say that “diamonds are a girl’s 
best friend,” but I don’t think they 
meant Herkimer diamonds, which 
are the double-terminated quartz 
crystals found in Herkimer County, 
New York. These crystals have the 
typical hexagonal habit of quartz; 
however, the double rather than 
the typical single termination re-
sults from the crystals growing in a 
liquid environment with very little 
or no contact with the surrounding 
dolomite bedrock, which deposited 
about 500 million years ago in the 
Cambrian Age. Being the hardest of 
all the quartz and doubly terminat-
ed make the crystals very rare and 
extremely popular with mineral 
collectors. The crystals are found 
also in Arizona, Afghanistan, Nor-
way, Ukraine, and China.

Mohawk Indians and early set-
tlers discovered the shiny crystals 
in the stream sediment and plowed 
fields. The Mohawk Indians, native 
to the area, became known among 
the Iroquois nations as “The People 
of the Crystals.” The crystals, which 
could be quarried in a few local 
mines, abound on the Mohawk vil-
lage sites. The crystals were sym-
bolically and spiritually important 
to them as amulets of power, pro-
tection, success, health, and long 
life. Up until the early 1600s, the 
Mohawks were the main suppli-
ers of these crystals. Settlers in the 
early 1700s believed the crystals to 
be diamonds. While Herkimer dia-
monds are sought after by mineral 
collectors for their rarity, others 
seek them for their holistic quali-
ties. Some believe that the crystals 
can stimulate clairvoyance, spiri-
tual vision, and telepathy and that 
they energize, enliven, and pro-
mote creativity. Others believe that 
the quartz has healing properties 

and can relieve insomnia and de-
toxify the body.

We do not know which family 
member at Lorenzo purchased or 
mined the 111 diamonds we have in 
our collection. Herkimer diamonds 
may not be actual diamonds, but 
they are beautiful, clear, rare quartz 
crystals. If they happen to cure our 
physical woes and help us see into 
the great beyond, that’s an added 
bonus. As the song says, a kiss on 
the hand may be quite continen-
tal, but diamonds are a girl’s best 
friend.

The Grosvenor Hotel, 35 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 
on the corner of 10th Street, seen here in 1910, was 
built in 1876. A 1908 hotel advertisement described 
it as catering exclusively to patronage of the highest 
class, affording a permanent residence for select fami-
lies. It was replaced in 1926 with a new fifteen-story 
Grosvenor hotel apartment. 
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Curatorial Corner

An Elegant Affair: 
The Nineteenth-
Century Dinner Party
by Jackie Roshia, curatorial associate

In 1807 a formal dinner at Lorenzo 
was likely served à la française, with 
the dishes for each course placed 
on the table for guests to serve 
themselves. This service style was a 
throwback to the Medieval period, 
when European royalty and nobility 
ate at large tables with guests from 
all walks of life. At that time, what 
you ate denoted your social station; 
the choicer foods were placed in 
front of the most important diners. 
By the early nineteenth century, 
service à la française had evolved 
to three courses: soups, meats, and 
desserts. The courses were elabo-
rately presented and laid out on 
the table in a specific pattern. The 
more guests there were at the din-
ner, the more dishes were present-
ed with each course. If you wanted 
to try a dish set farther down the 
table, it would be passed to you and 
then returned to its original place-
ment. This lead to some awkward 
moments for polite diners—nine-
teenth-century etiquette allowed 

you to ask for a dish to 
be passed but also dic-
tated that you not make 
a nuisance of yourself. 

By the mid-nine-
teenth century, Ameri-
can dinner parties, fol-
lowing the European 
trend, were being served 
à la russe. A servant 
would discreetly appear 
next to each guest and 
serve him or her indi-
vidually. Less food was 
served with each course, 
but formal dinner parties at this 
time consisted of at least ten cours-
es and lasted about four hours. The 
meal typically began with soup or 
raw oysters and relish dishes and 
proceeded through meat, poultry, 
and fish—each served with a veg-
etable and often a starch—ending 
with salad, cheese, and sweets. 
On July 10, 1856, a local diarist de-
scribed a dinner she had attended 

at Lorenzo as including 
several kinds of wine, 
pea soup, boiled ham, 
veal, roast beef, corn, 
peas, and potatoes. She 
noted that the salad 
was prepared with oil 
and mustard, and the 
dessert that followed 
included a “charming 
pudding” and ice cream.

Toward the end of 
the nineteenth century, 
Lorenzo’s third own-

ers, Helen Lincklaen Fairchild and 
her husband, Charles, often enter-
tained in grand style. Helen Fair-
child surely invested hours plan-
ning a formal dinner party. The 
guest list and the menu had to be 
carefully considered, as did the ser-
vice and the seating arrangement, 
orchestrated to create a perfect 
flow of conversation. 

By 1887 Charles Fairchild was 
secretary of the treasury in Presi-
dent Grover Cleveland’s adminis-

With support from the Friends of Lorenzo for the 2015–2016 tour seasons, 
Lorenzo will feature a new exhibit, Dinner Is Served! Exploring the Cu-
linary Arts at Lorenzo. Displays throughout the house will include fine 
china, dining practices, cooking, and food preservation. Historic china 
and kitchen equipment usually in storage will be on view. And Lorenzo’s 
two dining rooms will be set for formal dinner parties with one showing 
service à la française, and the other à la russe. 

Helen Fairchild’s handwritten menu for a dinner she served to “the 
President and Mrs. Cleveland.”

The formal dining room at Lorenzo c. 1906.

Continued on next page

Lorenzo’s formal dining room table set for service à la russe with early 
nineteenth-century Chinese export soup plates and c. 1850 French 
porcelain dishes.
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tration. In July of that year the Ca-
zenovia Republican reported that 
during the president’s visit to Ca-
zenovia, he enjoyed both lunch and 
dinner at Lorenzo. What was served 
on that July evening is unknown. 
But at another dinner party given 
“For the President and Mrs. Cleve-
land” in her Washington, DC, resi-

dence, Helen served a menu that 
included raw oysters, consommé, 
terrapins, vol-au-vent (puff pastry 
filled with meat or seafood in a sa-
vory sauce), “thick chops piled on 
tomatoes,” hot ham and spinach, 
salad, and cheese (refer to the il-
lustration). 

At Lorenzo a formal dinner party 
likely ended with coffee or tea be-
ing served in the drawing room. 

By the late nineteenth century the 
popular hot beverage to serve at 
the end of such an event was café 
noir, a very strong coffee served 
in the French manner, with lots of 
sugar but usually no milk, in demi-
tasse cups. Café noir was thought 
to “promote digestion and a lively 
flow of spirits.”

Continued from previous page

Syracuse Garden Club

Celebrating Four 
Decades at Lorenzo
by Cyndi Tolosa, Cooperstown 
Graduate Program intern

Between 1854 and 1860 Ledyard 
Lincklaen planted the grove of trees 
known today as the Dark Aisle. Lo-
cated to the south and west of the 
formal garden, the Dark Aisle is 
comprised of a double hedge of co-
niferous trees that was intended to 
separate the garden plot from the 
surrounding farmland. As the trees 
grew, Lincklaen cleared out the un-
derbrush and established paths for 
shady summer strolls. 

When the State of New York 
acquired the Lorenzo property, 
the undergrowth in the aisle had 
choked out native wildflower colo-
nies that had once beautified the 
area. In preparation for the nation’s 
bicentennial, a group of women 
from the Syracuse Garden Club 
met with site staff and established a 
plan to restore the area to its former 
glory. Led by Faith Knapp, the proj-
ect chairman, the Lorenzo Bicen-
tennial Special Project Committee 
was formed and included Dorothy 
Ashley, Ruth Balderston, Harriet 
Davis, and Katharine Hansen. 

The women initially raised $1,500 

to conserve the trees of the Dark 
Aisle, identify and cultivate native 
plant material, and prepare educa-
tional materials. Extensive research 
was undertaken to identify remain-
ing wildflowers and others that could 
be reintroduced to the garden. The 
project committee then compiled 
this research in a brochure entitled 
Wildflowers of the Dark Aisle, which 
gave details on the thirty wildflower 
species newly thriving as a result of 
the project. As a result, the Syracuse 
Garden Club received two commen-
dations from the Garden Club of 
America: in 1987 the club committee 
was recognized for creating the bro-
chure, and in 1996 they were award-
ed the Zone III Historic Preservation 
Award for their work at both Lorenzo 
and the Erie Canal Museum. 

Today, Syracuse Garden Club 
members continue to volunteer an-
nually at Lorenzo, maintaining the 
paths and plants in the Dark Aisle. 
Once spring begins in Cazenovia, 
the volunteers come on a weekly 
basis to clean up debris from the 
snowy winter months. After the sea-
sonal cleanup is finished and the 
paths have been reestablished, the 
volunteers work tirelessly to keep 
the area in its best condition, free 
of weeds and full of wildflowers for 
the enjoyment of the thousands of 

visitors to the site each season. The 
club has also provided support for 
tree maintenance over the decades. 

The work in the Dark Aisle is co-
led by Carol Porter and Onetia Pier-
son, who volunteer because of their 
love of the garden’s wildflowers. Gra-
ham Egerton, former Friends of Lo-
renzo trustee and a dedicated Dark 
Aisle volunteer over the last decade, 
maintains the trilliums, for which he 
has a particular fondness, and other 
vulnerable wildflowers and works to 
protect them from deer.  

The Syracuse Garden Club is al-
ways happy to welcome more vol-
unteers to their efforts at Lorenzo. To 
help advance this project by volun-
teering or by giving flowers or dona-
tions, please contact Carol Porter at 
(315) 637-3792 or at cwporter007@
yahoo.com; or Onetia Pierson at 
(315) 682-6164 or at neets@twcny.
rr.com for more information.

Venerated Syracuse Garden Club members, the late 
Sally Thompson (left) and the late Faith Knapp (right), 
review club plantings and markings in the Dark Aisle 
in the mid-1990s.
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2015 Friends of Lorenzo Membership

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP: 
$35–$49

Charles and Marie Albee
Jessica Amidon
Elizabeth Barney
Kenneth and Helen Barrett
Helen Beale
Andy Swatkovsky and Pam Blum-

Swatkovsky

Paul and Joan Brooks
Lydia Brownback
Edward J. and Judith Clarke
Dixie and George Conway
Margaret T. Costello
Lawrence and Anne Daley
Joan Danehy
James and Patricia Dungey
Nancy Edwards
David and Karen Eldridge
Janet Enders
John and Anne Endries
Nancy Farley
Jake and Maggie Feldmeier
Anne B. Ferguson
Kathleen Gara
David and Sharon Gerber
Sal and Peg Giardina
Jimmy and Janine Golub
June Haley
Eric Dietrich and Tara Hall
Shirley Hardesty
Beverly Harlow
Anthony and Lynn Hart
James and Marta Henderson
Carole Herbert Goldacker
Carolyn and David Holmes
Patricia Hudelson
Carmella Iorio
Nicholas Kagey and Anislie Ellis
Sandra and Eugene Kaplan
Dave and Karen Katleski
Jay and Anne King
Marie Knapp
Fritz and Jan Koennecke

Michael and MaryBeth Kuhn
Mary Ann Lansing
Judy Larter
Stephen R. Ledyard
Bryan W. Ledyard
Thomas A. Ledyard
John and Meredith Limmer
Bob and Jeannine Lloyd
Nancy and Lawrence Loffredo
Norma C. Maddy
Maravene Marion
Elaine and Al Marshall
Kelly and Kevin McGreevy
Michael and Corinne Meharg
David and Natalie Mehlbaum
Susan Moran
Janet Munro
Pia Murray
Penny Noll
Linda Osborne
Phyllis E. Peterson
Scott and Maureen Phillips
Gwendolyn Pierre
Howard and Ann Port
Annemarie Ramirez
Heidi Ravven
H. J. Rodman
John and Carol Ann Roshia
Ray Ryan, Ryan & Ryan, CPA
Roger and Anne Saltman
Scott and Nancy Sellers
Jane Stevens
Thomas C. Tait
Larry and Maryann VanDruff
Diane Voss
Martha Wason
Majorie F. Wason
Diane Webb
Nancy and Paul Weiskotten
Kurt and Becky Wheeler

BENEFACTOR: $50–$99

Richard and Marilyn Alberding
Susan K. Anthony
Marion Barbero

Jenn and Jim Barna
Norma D. Benck
Sylvia Bouscaren
Vel and Emil Kutsera Chesser
Barbara and Tom Clarke
Margery Connor
Brian and Jenny Coughlin
Christine Dascher
Mary M. Duffin
Hugh and Karen Emory
Jane Fallon
Gene Gissin, Gene Gissin 

Photography
Alan and Josie Glos
James and Rosalie Gooley
Robert and Deborah Greiner
Jerry and Beth Groff
Sean and Molly Hagan
Tara Hartley
Dorothy Hauk
Peter Hilts, Bear Paw Printing LLC
Susan Hodge
Jeffrey and Stephanie Hunt
Richard and Marilyn Husted
Mark and Chris Jenner
Susie and Eric Johnson
Fritz and Elizabeth Koennecke
William and Jeanette Magee
Richard and Anna Marchant
Dena and Gary Mason
Pam and Art Mathews
Robert and Nancy McAllister
Patrick and Barbara McCall
Tim and Deanna McCay
McDowell Insurance
Beverly Merola
Dick and Maureen Mitchell
Pauline Monz
Gordon and Mary Louise Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Hartwell P. Morse
John and Joan Nicholson
Mary and Sean O’Malley
David Osborn
Marylyn Paul
James and Toloa Perry
Onetia Pierson
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Gerard and Georgeann Redmond
Dorothy Riester
Ray and Jill Ryan
Robert and Elaine Secor
George Shattuck
Wesley and Barbara Skinner
Terry and Linda Smith
Karen Southwick
Don and Charleen Stehle
Calixto and Robin Suarez
Beth Sullivan
Cindy Sutton
Mary Pringle Symonds 
Thomas L. Talbot III
Fred and Wendy Taylor
Jack and Lee Tedeschi
Mary and Jonathan Thompson
Megan Townsend
Louis Orbach and Anastasia Urtz
Bob Cody and Doris Webster
Nancy Whiting

SUSTAINING: $100–$149

Robert and Elizabeth Aronson
James M. and Nancy Asher
Aminy Audi, Stickley, Audi & Co.
Marion and Elizabeth Bickford
Eric and Jonna Brown
Steve and Diane Burrell
Sharon Cooney
Robin and Pamela Ellis
Nate and Kate Franz
James and Casey Frazee
Joseph and Ann Gibson
Ruth Hancock
Kenneth and Patricia Hill
Blanche Hope
Guy and Pat Howard
Martha Herbik, The Granger 

Homestead Society, Inc.
David and Ursula Hutton
Michael and Evelyn Jefcoat
Michael and Jessica Johnson
James and Renee Joseph
Sandra and Peter Kane
Camilla T. Knapp
Kathy and Alan Kostrubanic
Hume and Peggy Laidman

John and Valerie Ledyard
Theckla Ledyard
Tod and Shannon Leggat Jr.
Charles and Marilyn Lewis
Thomas and Robbie Lewis
James E. Mackin
John and Candace Marsellus
Ann M. Marshall
John and Bonnie McCabe
Timothy and Cynthia McCall
Gail and Peter Mitchell
Charles and Elsbeth Morgan
Ron and MaryLou Philips
Carol Porter
David and Nancy Ridings
Susan and Bruce Ross
Robert and Toni Salisbury
David and Lisa Silverman
Dick Tuttle and Sharye Skinner
Lawrence and Barbara Zae Rohde 

Sovik
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Stevens
John and Susan Voss
David and Sarah Webster
Ron and Cheryl Welles
William and Deborah Wester
Larry and Glenda Wetzel
Bradford and Julie Wheler
John and Judy Whittle
Barbara and Steffen Wolff

PATRON: $150–$249

Ted and Barb Bartlett
Kathleen Bice
Russell and Lisa Brownback
Eric and Leanne Burrell
Patti and Sparky Christakos
Richard K. and Diane Clark
Cynthia E. Maxwell and Paul J. 

Curtin Jr.
Roger and Naomi DeMuth
Ulysses G. Dietz
Carla Zimmerman and Scott 

Edison
Carlos and Jennifer Gavilondo
Todd and Laura Harrington
Jonathan Holstein
Richard and Katherine Huftalen

Carole and Dudley Johnson
Theresa A. Crammer and Gary 

Johnson
Dan Kuper, The Lincklaen House
Richard Ledyard
Tucker and Lisa Lounsbury
Rick and Karen Lounsbury
Wallace and Gayonne McDonald
Andy and Jane Mistur
Jerry and Suzanne Munger
Gerald and Susan Rasmussen
David and Nancy Ridings
Ellen Romagnoli
Bill and Lisi Schaefer
Helen Stacy
Eleanor Theodore
Dorothea Theodore
Sam and Gail Woods

SPONSOR: $250 +

Charles Amos
Robert and Bobbie Constable
Anne Redfern and Graham 

Egerton
Bob and Jean Hood
Marquardt Switches Inc.
Erick and Kate Schwartz
Richard Sheridan
Shere Abbott and Jim Steinberg

LIFE MEMBERS

Ulysses Dietz
Russell and Susan Grills
Mary E. Schwarzer Hampton
Robert and Elaine Horstmyer
Fritz and Jan Koennecke
Thomas Kozlowski
Charles Schreible
Margaret K. Schwarzer
Carl Stearns
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The Garden Gala:

A Time-Honored Celebration
Marked by torrential downpours and 
unusually chilly temperatures, Friday, 
June 13, 2014, appeared to be an un-
fortunate day for an elegant garden 
party. Yet the weather failed to damp-
en the spirits of those brave souls in 
attendance at the annual Garden 
Gala, hosted by the Friends of Loren-
zo (FOL). More than 150 supporters 
gathered to salute thirty-nine years of 
FOL dedication to the restoration and 
care of the magnificent Ellen Ship-
man–designed formal garden. 

Enticed by the instrumental 
music provided by Cazenovia High 
School’s string quintet, guests hur-
riedly made their way to the festivi-
ties. Wellies and slickers, donned by 
several fashion-forward individuals, 
proved enviable as guests carefully 
navigated the soggy lawn. Attendees 
sought refuge within the elegantly 

ornamented main tent, leaving the 
waterlogged lawn and its exposed 
garden seating vacant. Happily, the 
beautifully manicured formal gar-
den remained visible through the 
sheets of rain, lending to the aes-
thetics of a Monet canvas. Inside, 
guests were treated to a delicious 
array of hors d’oeuvres and wine. A 
raffle was held to benefit the main-
tenance and restoration of the for-
mal gardens. Ellie Byrne, the envy of 
all in attendance, was the winner of 
the coveted prize, a fabulous dinner 
for eight in the gardens at Lorenzo, 
catered by suzanne & company. 

In the end, the inclement weath-
er and close quarters proved fortu-
itous, contributing to an exception-
ally intimate and enjoyable evening 
filled with great conversation and 
camaraderie. 

This year’s Garden Gala will take 
place on June 18th at 6:00 p.m. 
With the peonies and lupine in full 

bloom, we will gather in celebra-
tion of summer’s return as we pay 
tribute to the splendor of Loren-
zo’s Ellen Shipman Garden. As in 
years past, guests will enjoy cock-
tails, hors d’oeuvres, and engaging 
conversation. The Cazenovia High 
School string quintet, under the di-
rection of Mary Coburn, will grace 
the evening with their immense 
talent and poise. Don’t miss out 
on the chance to buy the winning 
Friends raffle ticket! The lucky win-
ner will host an evening of culinary 
magic—an elegant and intimate 
dinner for eight in the gardens of 
Lorenzo State Historic Site, catered 
by Suzanne Phillips Munger of su-
zanne & company. Tickets will be 
available for $10 each from FOL 
Board members. 

Be sure to mark your calendar 
for June 18th, 6:00–8:00 p.m. We 
look forward to seeing you at this 
time-honored celebration! 
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Friends of Lorenzo Membership Form

Please make your check payable to “The Friends of Lorenzo” and mail this form to:
The Friends of Lorenzo, Attn: Membership, P.O. Box 4, Cazenovia, NY 13035

visit our website: LorenzoNY.org for online payment options

Name:

Address:

City/State/ Zip:

Telephone:       Email:

Individual Categories:

Individual $40           Benefactor $50           Sustaining $100           Patron $150           Sponsor $250 & up

Business Categories:

Regular $50          Sustaining $100           Sustaining $150           Sponsor $250 & up

My employer has a matching gift program; the “double your giving form” is enclosed from my company.

monds are sought after by mineral 

collectors for their rarity, others 

seek them for their holistic quali-
ties. Some believe that the crystals 
can stimulate clairvoyance, spiri-

tual vision, and telepathy and that 

they energize, enliven, and promote 

creativity. Others believe that the 

quartz has healing properties and 
can relieve insomnia and detoxify 

the body.

  We do not know which family 

member at Lorenzo purchased or 

mined the 111 diamonds we have in 

our collection. Herkimer diamonds 
may not be actual diamonds, but 

they are beautiful, clear, rare quartz 
crystals. If they happen to cure our 

physical woes and help us see into 

the great beyond, that’s an added 
bonus. As the song says, a kiss on 

the hand may be quite continen-

tal, but diamonds are a girl’s best 
friend.

V
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PORTALS  
TO THE PAST 

 
 

2015 Rippleton Schoolhouse 
Summer Day Camp 

 

Monday—Friday, July 27—31 

Embark on a new adventure every day! 
The week-long experience, coordinated by Pat Hill,          

will offer a number of enriching activities  
for boys and girls (ages 8-12).  

 

Pre-registration is required; space is limited. For more                
information, contact Diane Voss at (315) 655-3200. 
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